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CUE update Alumni reunite for Homecoming 2006 


addresses 
Univ. flaws 


Students’ concerns conflict with 
report's new recommendations 
By CHRISTINE HIGGINS 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


A second Commission on Un- 
dergraduate Education (CUE) Re- 
port proposes recommendations 
to alleviate campus-wide problems 
recognized by the administration, 
primarily in the areas of academ- 
ics and recruitment, despite student 
concerns focusing on social limita- 
tions and quality of life. 

Since 2003, the CUE has been re- 
sponsible for formally promoting 
changes to the University; resulting 
projects include the construction 
of the Charles Commons and re- 
vamped dining services. 

The administration is currently 
confident that the addition of the 
recreational space in Charles Com- 
mons will improve the vitality of 
student life on campus, as well as 
mark the beginning of moving up- 
perclassmen back into the fold of 
the Hopkins community. 

Vice Provost and Dean of Under- 
graduate Education Paula Burger 
said, “We're counting on one hand, 
not two, until the University can of- 
fer housing to more upperclassmen 
in light of the completion of Charles 
Commons and the purchase of The 
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Charles and Blackstone. Although | By DYLAN DIGGS 

there is a significant amount of work | The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 

to be done before either is treated as | 

part of University housing.” Students have repeatedly expressed 


Underclassmen have lamented 
the apparent absence of juniors and 
seniors to serve as role models and 
leaders outside of academic settings. 
Freshman Mary Schindler said, for 
example, “The only time I interact 
with seniors is during my upper- 
level courses. There is no central 

CONTINUED ON PAGE A3 


concern over the scheduling of final ex- 
ams during reading period by some pro- 
fessors; however, the University has had 
difficulties in achieving proactive enforce- 
ment. 

The administration has attempted to 
address the problem this year by issu- 
ing a memo to the faculty from Nicholas 
| Jones, dean of the school of engineering, 





and Adam Falk, dean of the School of Arts 
and Sciences, which emphasizes that the 
situation is unacceptable and that faculty 
must adhere to the University’s scheduled 
times for exams. 

The hope is that faculty will comply, 
but there is little the University can do in 
the face of scattered and delayed reports 
of such incidents. 

“We send out a letter and assume that 
faculty will abide by it. There is no guaran- 
tee that all of the faculty will abide though. 
The administration must then rely on stu- 











Students join Global Night 
Commute in Washington, D.C. 


By RAFFI KRUT-LANDAU 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


In order to raise awareness for atroci- 
ties committed against children in Ugan- 
da 1,300 college students, including 20 
Hopkins students, spent Saturday night 
outside a block away from the Capitol 
Building, 

This movement was part of a world- 
wide effort to show solidarity with the 
Ugandan children that involved over 
80,000 youths in 130 cities. 

Every night, rural Ugandan children 
commute nightly by the thousands into 


















Resistance Army. Since 1987, 30,000 Ugan- 
dan children have been kidnapped by the 


own le, often their own families. 

“If you don't fight — they kill you,” 
sophomore and Hopkins event organiz- 
er Ohemma Boahemma said. “We are 





cities for fear of being abducted by a rebel 
paramilitary group known as the Lord's" 


LRA and forced to become killers of their — 


RAFFI KRUT-LANDAU/NEWS-LETTER 
College students from around the country protested Ugandan atrocities in front the Capitol Building. 


publicizing a horrible war going on cur- 
rently in Northern Uganda.” 

The event, dubbed the Global Night 
Commute, was one of the largest-ever 
American mobilizations for Africa — sec- 
ond only to the Live Aid concerts — ac- 
cording to a spokesman for Invisible Chil- 
dren, the group that organized the event. 

Within a generation known for its 
complacency, the turnout at the Global 
Night Commute was remarkable. “Most 
of our generation seems to believe that 
we can’t do anything — that you have 
to be older,” Boahemma said. “But most 
of the people here [in the park] are teens 
and young adults, We have a voice. A 
lot of people say that American teen- 
agers don’t care. This is proving them 
wrong.” 

Boahemma was alerted to the Ugan- 
dan cause after the makers of the docu- 
mentary Invisible Children visited Hop- 
kins earlier this year. She helped arrange 

CONTINUED ON PAGE A3 









By ERICA MITRANO 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


' The incoming class of 2010 is follow- 
ing a progressive, though marginal, ris- 
ing trend in academic prowess and eth- 
nic diversity of admitted classes. The 
attraction of each rising class, however, 
is the talent and expertise that the Of- 
fice of Admissions attempts to harvest. 

Faced with a record number of appli- 
cants, next year’s freshman class will be 
the most selective ever, according to’the 
Office of Admissions, as is reflected by 
a 7 percent increase in the University’s 
selectivity rating from last year. 

“We were just kind of dumbfounded 
about how interesting, how talented, 
the kids who were not going to get in 
were,” John Latting director of under- 
graduate admissions said. “We're really 
excited about what this means for next 
year’s freshman class.” 





dents to voice their complaints when such | 


an action is taken,” Paula Burger, dean of 
Undergraduate Education said. 

Falk mentioned, however, problems in 
addressing violations that are reported 
well after the exams are administered. 

“Unfortunately, when instances of vio- 
lation come to the attention of the dean’s 
office, it is usually too late to remedy it. 
If a complaint is issued too late, then the 
administration may inconvenience other 
students who have made both their study 

CONTINUED ON Pace A2 


Similar to the class of 2009, next 
year’s incoming class should be larger 
than any previous year, “I can say that 
all signs are that we are on track to meet 
our target of 1,160 new 
freshmen next fall,” Lat- 
ting wrote in an e-mail. 

Hopkins’ yield rate is ex- 
pected to be approximately 
34 percent, in contrast to 
what Dean of Enrollment 
and Academic Services 
William Conely called 
Harvard's “gold standard” 
of around 80 percent. Ex- 
cluding Early Decision ap- 
plicants, who are required 
to attend if they are ac- 
cepted, Hopkins’ yield 
rate drops to about one 

‘ out of five; this statistic is 
not available from other 
schools, Conley said. 


COURTESY OF JAY VANRENSSELAER 
Alumni from the class of 1966 parade with a banner around Homewood field during the Homecoming lacrosse game against Towson Tigers on Saturday. 


Deans to eniorce strict final exam schedules 
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Commons 
construction 
to continue 
into October 


By RAVI GUPTA 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Following a series of setbacks at the 
beginning of the $80 million Charles 
Commons project that total approxi- 
mately two months, the Struever Broth- 
ers Eccles and Rouse construction 
company is pushing an acceleration 
plan to complete the building in time 
for the move-in of students in the fall. 

According to administrative of- 
ficials, despite the acceleration for 
which the University is incurring ex- 
tra costs of approximately $1.6 million, 
construction will continue in com- 
mercial areas—the Barnes & Noble 
bookstore and Johns Hopkins Fed- 
eral Credit Union—until the end of 
September or as late as mid-October. 

Larry Kilduff, executive director 
of Facilities Management, explained 
that the contractor is targeting “sub- 
stantial completion” by July 26. The 
vague expression denotes the contrac- 
tor’s scheduling commitment from 
a legal perspective and readiness of 
the building for its “intended pur- 
pose”—residential housing for students. 

Kilduff said that the University is 
“cautiously optimistic” that whatever 
work remaining in the residential areas 
at that time would be complete prior to 
student move-in. “Though the contrac- 
tor will have the upper floors complete 
| and occupiable in both towers, it is pos- 
sible that common spaces such as entry 
lobbies, fitness rooms and other social 
spaces are incomplete or in the punch- 
list stage at that point in time,” he said. 

Punch-list items include those where 
work was not completed to the plans 
and specifications, or finishes are not to 
an acceptable quality. “All work, includ- 
ing punch list work [in the residential 

CONTINUED ON PAGE A6 





Class of *10 follows competitive trend 


But Conley wasn’t concerned about 
the numbers, “We could be more selec- 
tive if we decided to play that game, 

CONTINUED ON PAGE A3 


Class of 2010 Admission Statistics 
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The number of admitted students entering the Whiting School of 
Engineering increased by 4 percent from 2009 to 2010. 
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By ABBY PADIEN-HAVENS 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Despite a recent fund-raiser, 
the construction of the Linda 
[rinh Memorial Study Hall is 
temporarily on hold until suffi- 
cient funding is available for the 
Lavang Boarding House, which 
will educate 20 female college 
students in Saigon, Vietnam. 

Last Thursday’s fund-raiser 
collected over $13,000; however, 
Vietnam Dream for 
which is responsible 


Success, 
the 
boarding house, requires anoth- 
er $37,000 in order to open the 
building as planned in August. 

Doctoral candidate and theolo- 
gian Sister Cecilia Nguyen chose 
Trinh for the memorial because 
of her work at an AIDS hospice in 
Vietnam in 2004. 

According to Nguyen, Trinh 
had a vested interest in the well 


for 


being of the young women of the 
country because of her ancestry 
and dedication to the field of 
public health. 

Nguyen feels the initial fund- 
raiser was a strong start to their 
goal of operating for the fall se- 
mester. It was held at the Fortune 
Chinese Food Restaurant and 
featured guest speaker Colonel 
Joe Long, the 
Deputy Direc- 





Viet 
tor 


organization 
nam Dream 
Success stresses the 
importance of this 
and all of the orga- 
nization’s projects. 
Without the assis- 
tance and generos- 
ity of Americans 
and other wealthy 
sponsors progress 
would have 
occur. 


never 


“None of these 
would 
ceive an  educa- 
tion without 
boarding 
There 


girls re- 
our | 
school. 
the 
same kinds of op- 
portunities avail- 
able Vietnam- 
ese women as there 
are for Western 
women. This isn’t § 
just a place to live 
or an education to 


aren't 


for 


receive, these girls 

will remain poor and destitute 
without our assistance,” Nguy- 
en Said. 

Aside from Nguyen’s efforts, 
Vietnam veteran Garret Peck 
has been instrumental in en- 
suring the project’s completion. 
He served in 
Vietnam for 





tor of Marine 
Corps Museum 
in Virginia and 


the St. Domi- 
nic’s Children’s 
Group, who 
played and 
sang for the 420 
guests, includ- 


ing 30 members 
of Trinh’s fam- 
ily. 

Numerous 
large donations 
and _ pledges 
Were accepted 
on top of the $25 admittance 
charge, including two donations 
of $1,000 from the Hopkins com- 
munity: one from the University 
and one from Alpha Phi sorority, 
Trinh’s sorority during her time 
at Hopkins. 

Nguyen who is the founder 
and president of the nonprofit 








She is an inspira- 
tion for all of our 
students in Vietnam. 
Especially, those 
who want to come to 
the United States 

— CECILIA NGUY- 

EN, THEOLOGIAN 





the 31 months 
and returned 
to the United 
States after he 
was wounded 
in action and 
honorably dis- 
charged. Since 
his leave from 
the war, he 
has returned 
to Vietnam on 
three separate 
occasions to 
participate in 
humanitarian 
work there. 

As a member of the Vietnam 
Dream for Success board, Peck 
volunteered to help oversee con- 
struction and production in Sai- 
gon. He is donating the cost of 
his round trip airfare to the or- 
ganization and has already given 
numerous substantial donations 
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Lack of funds delays Trinh memorial construction Univ. seeks to preserve 
student reading period 








to the project itself. 

“People who have never been 
to the country can’t imagine how 
much of an opportunity this is 
for the girls who have the op- 
portunity to attend. Honestly, it’s 
a chance of a lifetime. The girls 
who are looking forward to the 
school need it soon. That’s why 
it is so important that we get the 
project completed in a timely 
manner. These girls are depend- 
ing on us,” Peck said. 

According to Peck, the major- 
ity of the work left to be done on 
the house involves finishing the 
dry wall and is in the devotal cha- 
pel. Vietnam Dream for Success is 
currently looking for a large donor 
after whom to name the boarding 
house's chapel and library. 

Veteran organizations have 
been contacted and there are 
some individuals already being 
considered for these roles. 

The Linda Trinh Memorial 
Study Hall is currently being 
held up as well; however, Nguyen 
and Vietnam Dream for Success 
remain confident that they will 
find a way to complete the La- 
vang Boarding House and all of 
the resources included within the 
school by the end of this August 
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Artist's redenering of the Lavang Boarding House following its intended completion in August 


so that the school can open at the 
beginning of the fall semester. 
Vietnam Dream for Success has | 
already contacted college bound 
and college prospective students 
in order to secure girls who are 
looking for the opportunity to be 
educated beyond the capacity of | 
the average Vietnamese women. 
Nguyen will be returning to 
Vietnam on May 11 to take part 
in the application process for the 
school by personally speaking 
with applicants. 

“T will return to interview 20 
college-aged students who have 
already finished high school and 
have taken or are preparing to | 
take their college entrance ex- 
ams,” she said. 

Nguyen met Trinh’s family | 
when she sang the farewell song 
at her funeral. Sister Cecilia sees 
this project as fulfilling a dream 
Linda had for the poor of Viet- 
nam. 

“Linda is such a model of ded- 
ication in studies and how to ap- 
ply studies,” Nguyen said. 

“She is an inspiration for 
all of our students in Vietnam. 
Especially, those who want to 
come to the United States even- 
tually.” 
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Every Unit Individually Alarmed 


CONTINUED FROM PacE A1 
schedule and general plans 
around what was the initial exam 
date,” he said. 

“There is no doubt we would 
act if we knew about it,” Burger 
said. However in the absence of 
student complaints, Berger ar- 
gues all they can do is “talk with 
the departments and alert them 
to the law.” 

Berger suggested, “Maybe 
we need to, in the final course 
schedule, tell students that devi- 
ations are not permitted.” Burger 
pushes that students should con- 
tact the Dean’s office immediate- 
ly if they encounter such devia- 
tions. 

Some _ professors have been 
known to allow students to vote 
on the most appropriate exam 
date, given their schedules. 

Falk said that deans, however, 
are strongly opposed to this ap- 
proach. 

“That the students may have 
‘voted’ for this is no justification. 
I expect the departments to en- 
force this policy, and it is their 
responsibility to see that it is ad- 
hered to,” he said. 

Burger elaborated that, de- 
spite the democratic test schedul- 
ing method, there is no assurance 
that students are not injured by 
moved exams. Rather, there may 
be a “subtle pressure” on stu- 
dents, who might not see one 
date as completely beneficial to 
their schedule, to vote with the 
majority. 

Instead of putting an exam 
date up for a vote, the adminis- 
tration claims that having a fixed 





scientific method of. schedul- 
ing, set by the registrar is best, 
This system is based on a clasg’ 
meeting time. For example, if the 
class meets on Monday, Tuesday 
or Wednesday at 10 a.m. then its 
final will be held on Friday, May 
12, from 9 a.m. till noon. This 
system is intended to be nonpar- 
tisan and not benefit anyone un- 
justly. “There are few things in 
academic life that are sacrosanct, 
This is one of them. The schedule 
is there to create a level playing 
field,” Berger said. 

Still the problem persists 
and many students choose not 
to complain either due to fear 
of upsetting their professor or 
simply unwillingness to speak 
up. 

“I have had a final during 

reading period before and it made 
things very difficult. The pur- 
pose of reading period is to give 
students a couple of days to study 
for finals, so having an exam dur- 
ing that time completely defeats 
its purpose and puts students at 
a disadvantage,” Carolyne Salter, 
a junior who had a final during 
reading period in her sophomore 
year, said. 
" There are some end-of-the- 
year examinations that are al- 
lowed. Hourly exams may be 
given on the last day of class, as 
long as it does not to extend be- 
yond the class’s normal meeting 
period. These are most common 
among classes in foreign lan- 
guages and the sciences. Also, 
large latitude has been given to 
final papers and take-home ex- 
ams. 
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Students 
rally for 
Usanda 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A1 
travel to the Global Night Com- 
mute with her roommate, 
sophomore June __ Tibaleka. 

Tibaleka was born in Uganda, 
and she says coming to the Unit- 
ed States enabled her to reach out 
to her homeland. “When I was in 
Uganda, I would hear that this or 
that village had been burned, or 
this child was abducted, but I felt 
my hands were tied. Now I have 
a chance to do something about 
ing 

Boahemma agreed, “Someone 
like me who is healthy and privi- 
leged has a duty to share that 
privilege.” 

Students brought sleeping 
bags to the park, but sleeping 
was not prevalent. The students 
produced 700 letters to politi- 
cians and created hundreds of 
art pieces and photographs to be 
compiled by the Invisible Chil- 
dren group. 

Around midnight, about 
200 students gathered under a 
spotlight to dance to the beat of 
djembe drums. Students jumped 
and yelled, waving their hands 
in the air. “This is what freedom 
is!” the crowd chanted. “Ugan- 
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Students gather with instruments at a public park in Washington, D.C., at the Global Night Commute held this past week. 


The crowd quickly picked up on 
the phrase. The vibrant mood was 
contagious: It took three students 
less than 60 seconds to initiate a 
conga line. 

Although the students had 
Africa in mind, the party was 
distinctly American: students 
break-danced and waved glow 





da! Uganda! sticks. And 
Uganda!” while move- 
The con- ments for Afri- 


sensus of the 
crowd was that 
the energy of 
youth is best 
spent on danc- 
ing, not walk- 
ing nightly out 
of fear. One 
long-haired col- 
legian shouted, 
“This is what 
the children in Uganda should be 
doing. Not killing people!” 

The dance party tempered 
spontaneity with a united and 
peaceful spirit. At one point, the 
mob became quiet to hear an 
older student on a megaphone in- 
struct them in a Swahili saying: 
“Let my body and spirit sing!” 


Someone like me who 
is healthy and privi- 
leged has a duty to 
share that privilege. 
— OHEMNA BOAHEMMA, 


can justice gen- 
erally attract 
many African 
Americans, the 


turnout com- 
prised mostly 
white college 
students. Boa- 
SOPHOMORE  hemma ex 
pressed her 


admiration, 
“There are students here who 
will never visit the continent 
they’re doing this for. That is hu- 
manity to me.” 

While students danced riot- 
ously, others gathered quietly in 
their own way, wishing liberty 
and peace to the Ugandan moth- 
ers and children through prayer. 


The Hopkins Christian com- 
munity was well represented at 
the event. Many said they had 
become interested in the Uganda 
issue after the University Baptist 
Church, a student ministry that 
meets in the Bunting-Meyerhoff 
Interfaith Center, showed the 
film Invisible Children earlier this 
year. 

Freshman Dan Knorr is glad 
for the widening support for 
African human rights among 
the faithful, because it hasn’t 
always been that way, he says, 
“Social justice is something that 
has gone woefully under-ad- 
dressed in many circles, espe- 
cially the evangelical Christian 
circle, of which I am a part.” He 
says he hopes that Christians 
will lead a “battle against pov- 
erty around the world and at 
home.” 

The marriage of religion and 
empathy with others canbe found 
in Scripture, Knorr explains. 
“Paul writes in Romans that the 
fulfillment of the law is to ‘love 
your neighbor’.” For Knorr, the 
Global Night Commute helped 
him better understand this duty. 


Incoming class widens campus diversity 


Though similarly competitive to 2009, the Class of 2010 shows a broader range of interests 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A1 
but the deans have told me they 
want the best class we can get, 
and we'll take our chances,” he 
said. 

The number of applicants has 
increased by 156 percent from 
2002. 

In response to skyrocketing 
numbers of applicants, the ad- 
missions office plans to change 
its selection practices. “We need 
to always revisit how we're select- 
ing students. We need to move on 
from those simple things to more 
sophisticated measures,” Latting 
said. 

Although he is not sure what 
changes will be made to next 
year’s selection process, he sug- 
gested a change in the interview 
process, which is currently op- 
tional, to learn more about stu- 
dents before offering them ad- 
mission. 

Latting said that changes in 
the applicant pool are attracting 
students to Hopkins. “There's 
a clear increasing interest in go- 
ing to a college with a real name 
brand that has status and pres- 
tige,” he said. Students are also 
increasingly attracted to urban 
universities, he said. 

At the same time, Latting be- 
lieves that improvements at Hop- 
kins are also attracting students. 
“1 think its getting better. The 
word on the street is [that] this 
place is really coming up,” he 
said. 

In some respects, this year’s 
pool of admitted students closely 
resembles that of 2005. The aver- 
age SAT score remained constant 
at 1440, while average high school 
GPA has increased by only 0.02 
points, to 3.85. 

Racial diversity and the divi- 
sion between Krieger and Whit- 
ing showed the most alterations, 
with a 4 percent increase of both 
engineering and humanities stu- 


However, Latting stressed 
that the actual class is expected 
to be more diverse than the ad- 


mitted students. “More minori- 
ties applied early decision, so 
the class should have a higher 
number of minorities. We don’t 
feel like there’s going to be a 





difficult situation,” Conley said. 

Freshman Ana Johnson thinks 
that Hopkins’s security is, if any- 
thing, too strict. “I forgot my ac- 
cess card once and they had to 
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Accepted students admire the campus during the Open House Week at Homewood. 


decline in diversity at all,” he 
said. 

The ratio of women admitted 
has declined to 47 percent from 
51 percent last year. 

Hopkins does not collect sta- 
tistics about students’ intentions 
to being pre-med, but Conley 
estimates that “probably 35 to 40 
percent would say they are pre- 
med.” However, most of these 
are estimated they will not be 
pre-med by the time they gradu- 
ate. “If all the people who say 
they want to be doctors became 
doctors, the price of health care 
would go down like that,” Con- 
ley said, gesturing towards the 
floor. — 

Security has not been much 
of a major concern among ap- 
plicants for the class of 2010. 


“Students and their parents 


are very educated consum- 
ers on the issue of security 
... What we don’t see is an ob- 
session with security. People 
recognize that in an urban 
university they’re taking on a 


call over someone from the main 
office to ‘verify my identity.’ It 
was pretty ridiculous,” she com- 
mented. 

There are other aspects of 
campus some students are dis- 
satisfied with, freshman Oleh 
Romaniw said, “I would say 
the social life here is sub-par 
compared to other universities. 
That isn’t to say it doesn’t exist, 
but you have to look harder for 
1G 

The Class of 2009 has not prov- 
en to be a disappointment for all 
students though, as freshman 
Morolake Qdumosu said, “Hop- 
kins is my dream school, and it’s 
just a good school.” 

Conley also expressed his en- 
thusiasm. 

“We're expecting a _ very 
bright class, very diverse. We 
have all the components to have 
a class of 2010 as extraordinary 
as the class of 2009 was. It’s al- 
most like Christmas. You're 
waiting to see what ends up 
under the tree,” Conley said. 














“Sleep[ing] outside in the cold re- | 


minded me that the word neigh- 
bor is both local and universal in 
scope.” 

As students camped out near 
Capitol, many expressed strong 
hopes to see actions taken re- 
garding Uganda and most im- 
portantly to have changes oc- 
cur within its walls. “The U.S. 
government should be doing 
something actively,” Boahem- 
ma said. 

She recommended that Con- 
gress allocate funds for shelters 
in northern Ugandan cities. She 


was optimistic about the size of | 
such a project: “It doesn’t take 


that much money, just some food 
and attention.” 

A substantial number of stu- 
dents showed greater interest 
in finding strategies to gradu- 
ally spread awareness rather 
than actively pursuing political 
change. 

Nathaniel Brown, a freshman 
at the University of Maryland at 
College Park, looked further in 
the future and went on to pro- 
pose a long-term vision. “We’re 
working slowly to change public 
opinion over 20 to 40 years.” 

Sophomore Johanna Chap- 
in suggested that awareness 
would come out of the encour- 
agement of personal interac- 
tions. “You talk to someone, 
they talk to someone. Maybe 
that person will tell a senator's 
daughter,” she said, laughing. 





| 











CUE revision highlights 


lopsided course schedule 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
place for all students to gather. 
The library shouldn’t count and 


| neither should the dining halls, 


even if they do improve. From 
talking with friends at other 


| schools I feel like Hopkins is very 


decentralized, which is ridicu- 
lous because we're a very small 
school.” 

Also, more students vocalized 
the desire for a better social en- 
vironment. Freshman Matthew 
DeSantis said, “As a competitive 


| and prestigious university, Hop- 


kins is required to continually 
improve our academic program- 
ming. It seems that sometimes 
the administration forgets that 
while we are all here receive a su- 
perior education they also have 
the obligation to make our lives 
enjoyable in the process. It’s not 
a coincidence that Hopkins is ste- 
reotyped as a ‘nerds that have no 
fun’ school.” 

Some of the prominent rec- 
ommendations in the newly re- 
vised CUE report, whose release 
is scheduled for May 18, include 
the alternation of class sched- 
uling, specialized recruitment 
for minorities and humanities 
and continued improvement 
with both housing and dining. 

It is the administration’s hope 
that with the completion and 
betterment of these facilities un- 
dergraduate life will improve. 
“There is no lack of activity on 
campus. There are events and 
speakers every week that go by 
under attended because student 
life is so hectic,” Berger said. 

Another issue raised in the 
CUE report is the lopsided and 


- University considering new weekly class format for fall °07 


top-heavy nature of current 


course scheduling. Adminis- 
trators feel that despite student 
claims that weekends are well 
spent interning and working, 
University studies have shown 
that Hopkins students spend 
equal time researching and 
working outside the classroom as 
students at our peer universities. 

Additionally, there is the wor- 
ry that professors are unable to 
teach as effectively as they would 
otherwise be able to with a more 
even class schedule. “Professors 
have said to me that they feel 
students do not have the same 
amount of time to finish reading 
assignments and other course- 
work when classes occur on con- 
secutive days,” Burger said. 

“By spreading out the work 
week, we hope to reduce the 
amount of stress placed on stu- 
dents. However, there has been 
some resistance to these kinds of 
changes from students. Either way, 
there will be some form of sched- 
uling revision in effect by Fall 2007, 
whether it’s an entirely new sched- 
uling policy or a better structured 
revision of our current system re- 
mains to be seen,” she concluded. 

With the positive reinforce- 
ment that accepted students in 
the class of 2010 were slightly 
more than 6 percent African 
American, which is an approxi- 
mate 2 percent increase over the 
pass few years, the CUE report 
recommends following through 
with more forceful, though pres- 
ently effective initiatives. The 
University has potentially se- 
cured a chair for the African- 
American studies program. 
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Renovation of the Terrace Court dining hall marked the completion of one portion 
of the 2003 CUE Report's recommendations for University dining services. 





PURA proposals 
deadline delayed 


Earlier this year, the Provost's 
Undergraduate Research Awards 
(PURA) program announced that 
student grants would only be of- 
fered for the summer of 2006 and 
not in the fall. Recently though, it 
was declared on the PURA Web 
site that the fall awards were in 
fact going to be offered again and 
that the deadline for those pro- 
posals had been extended to May 
19, 2006. 

Out of the 91 summer propos- 
als received, about 25 percent 
were approved — approximately 
20 students had expressed inter- 
est in the fall awards when the 
announcement of their cancella- 
tion had come. 

According to Provost Steven 
Knapp, the decision for calling off 
the fall awards had come about 
because of some initial confusion 
regarding available funds for the 
program. 

“It initially seemed that the 
funds available for this year 
would not be sufficient to cover 
the usual number of awards. 
That was based on a misunder- 
standing that has now been cor- 
rected, so the program will now 
proceed in the usual way,” he 
said. 

Knapp emphasized, howev- 
er, that the amount of funding 
available for undergraduate re- 
search through the program has 
not been-on the decline in any 
Way. 
“The funds are not dwindling. 
There was just a question as to 
what would be available to be 
spentthis yearas opposed tobeing 
kept in the endowment. We have 


News Briefs 


now cleared that up,” he said. 

Students expressed the im- 
portance of offering the awards 
in the fall so as to fit the situa- 
tions and schedules of prospec- 
tive applicants. 

“Students often conduct re- 
search on campus, because they 
require the help of the [Principal 
Investigator], and I think that 
fall-time is a great time to do 
research since you have to be at 
school during the fall anyways,” 
said 

The majority, however, felt 
that the summer season, which 
receives twice as many appli- 
cants as the fall, is the most ideal 
time for effective research to be 
accomplished due to the absence 
of pressure from classes existent 
during the semester. 

“Students need money for 
their work much more in the 
summer than in the fall. Student 
employment by Hopkins wanes 
in the summer, and it makes 
sense to focus grants on that 
area. Also, more ambitious work 
can be done in the summer, with 
more free time, and travel,” se- 
nior Kevin Clark, another PURA 
recipient said. 

— Stefanie Benca 


Student speaks 
on Indian-lsraeli 
Relations 


An Indian-Israeli relations 
discussion sponsored by the Co- 
alition of Hopkins Advancement 
for Israel (CHAI) and the South 
Asian Society at Hopkins (SASH) 
at the Hopkins Hillel Center fea- 
tured senior Ronak Desai as a 


Following Desai’s talk, a ques- 
tion-answer session was _ held 
with the audience of about 50 
students and other guests. 

Desai, an international rela- 
tions major, organized his talk 
into four main parts, beginning 
with the history of Indian-Is- 
raeli relations and then transi- 
tioning through the factors that 
led to the current state of Indi- 
an-Israeli affairs and the role of 
the Indian Bharata Janta Party 
(BJP). 

He also examined the effects 
of Sept. 11 in regard to the cur- 
rent and future trajectory of In- 
dian-Israeli relations. Desai also 
included anecdotes of his meet- 
ings with officials of the Indian 
defense establishment and_ his 
independent research within the 
subject. 

Desai spoke on the significance 
of the Israeli and Indian military 
cooperation that has carried over 
into matters of spaceflight, trade, 
agrarian reform and tourism. He 
also noted meetings with Paki- 
stani President Pervez Musharraf 
and Palestinian President Abu 
Mazen. 

Steven David, director of In- 
ternational Studies Program, 
commented on the presenta- 
tion. 

“Ronak is an ideal person to 
explain Indian-Israeli ties given 
the extensive coursework and 
readings he has done on Israel at 
Johns Hopkins, combined with 
his knowledge and ‘feel’ for In- 
dian issues. Ronak is that rare 
person who has a strong com- 
mand of the theoretical and his- 
torical literature, with a driving 
interest in policy concerns. His 
talk was informative, provoca- 
tive, insightful and well deliv- 
ered,” he said. 


speaker last Thursday. ~ Hari Prabhakar 
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The moral 
dilemma 
ol science 
research 


oliticians, diplomats 

and around 

the world are currently 

debating the extent to 

which countries should 
be allowed to develop and main- 
tain nuclear capabilities. Much of 
the debate centers around practi- 
cal policy, especially concerning 
countries such as Iran. But the 
present discussions obscure a 
larger point about the responsibil- 
ity of science in such matters. 

The origins of the atomic 
bomb in theoretical physics are 
well known. The simple and el- 
egant equation E = mc? predicted 
the possibility of harnessing in- 
credible amounts of energy from 
(relatively ordinary) matter. 

Einstein’s mathematical deri- 
vations were never intended to 
unleash such an extreme de- 
structive force when they were 
first published in his 1905. 

It was not until the beginning 
of the Second World War that the 
military implications of special 


generals 





uses, whatsoever. Technology 
had not yet caught up to science. 
The Manhattan Project itself 
did not begin until the end of 1941, 
around the time the United States 
officially entered the war. Less 
than four years later, two atomic 
bombs were dropped on Japan. 
Today, there are at least seven 
countries with declared nuclear 
weapons capabilities, and several 
more with secret programs, or 
programs in development. More 
than 440 nuclear reactors around 


relativity be- the world 
came appar- provide just 
oie ne Berger under 7 Pan 

n a letter a cent of the 
drafted by world’s elec- 
the physicist Memes & Genes tricity. More- 
Leo  Szilard Over, just 
and sent to recently, a 


President Roosevelt under Ein- 
stein’s name, Szilard and Einstein 
warn that “extremely powerful 
bombs of a new type might thus 
be constructed.” 

Until this point, in the late 
1930s, special relativity had been 
the very definition of an imprac- 
tical scientific advance — it had 
no known uses and no imaginable 


launched unmanned mission to 
Pluto is using a small nuclear re- 
actor to propel it across the solar 
system. 

What lessons can be drawn 
from this remarkable story? Per- 
haps the most obvious is that sci- 
ence, when unhindered by politics, 
can develop in unpredictable and 
potentially fruitful directions. 
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Albert Einstein's famous derivations led to the development of nuclear power. | 
| were reported to the Iowa De- 
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Mumps cases emerge in colleges 











The concept that science ought 
not to be hindered by politics is | 
not to say that it should be en- | 
tirely unregulated. Public safety 
comes first, and there will always 
be questionable research in need | 
of oversight. But any regulation 
of science should be done with 
the future potential of scientific 
progress kept in mind. | 

Scientists themselves have the | 
greatest responsibility for their | 
discoveries. Most scientists are | 
profoundly aware of this duty. | 

The discovery of nuclear power | 
was an inevitable consequence of 
the dramatically increasing scien- 
tific understanding of the world in 
the first half of the 20th century. 

Today, scientists have an in- 
creasingly pressured responsi- 
bility to ensure that their work is 
used for peaceful purposes, for | 
the benefit of all. 

Scientists and politicians need | 








to work together, today more than | 


at any other moment in history, 
to ensure that society can reap 
the greatest possible benefit from 
research. Scientists should be al- 
lowed to work and experiment to 
the greatest extent allowable. 
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largest U.S. 


In the mumps 


| outbreak in 20 years, more than 
1,200 cases of mumps have been 
| reported, 
| from college students. 


with many coming 


This is a stark contrast to 2003, 


| when less than 300 cases of the 


mumps were reported nationally, 
according to the Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention. 

So far, there have been no re- 


| ported deaths from the recent 


outbreak. 
This phenomenon happens to 


be, reportedly, the biggest epi- 


demic of mumps in the U.S. since 
269 cases were reported in Doug- 
las County, Kan., from October 
1988 to April 1989. 

In Iowa alone, 815 confirmed 
or suspected cases of mumps 


partment of Public Health. 

The state has seen around five 
cases annually in recent years. 
Iowa’s last major outbreak of 
mumps occurred in 1987 when 
476 people were infected. 

The first case of mumps was 
reported at a university in east- 


| ern Iowa in Dec., 2005. Accord- 
| ing to the CDC, out of several 


students who were screened for 
mumps, two tested positive. 

The mumps, already spread- 
ing throughout Iowa, has spread 
to neighboring states like Illinois, 
Minnesota and Nebraska. 

The outbreaks in the Midwest 
colleges. were most likely facili- 
tated by the close proximity of 
students in the dormitories. 

Health officials are still un- 
certain as to what caused the 
outbreak. One possibility is that 


| the infection carried over from 


England, where the same strain 
of mumps has resulted in tens 
of thousands of cases over the 
past two years. Since the first ap- 
pearences of the mumps in Amer- 
ica were reported on college cam- 
puses, it has led to speculation 
that the outbreak was brought 


over by a college student. 

Not long ago, two students at 
the Franklin & Marshall College 
in Lancaster, Pa., were diagnosed 
with the mumps. So far, state 
epidemiologists have not found 
evidence connecting these cases 
to the epidemic spreading in the 
Midwest. Interviews with the stu- 
dents are still being conducted to 
find a possible link. 

Students fall into the common 
misconception that vaccination 
against the mumps will prevent 
infection. 

However, the measles, mumps 
and rubella (MMR) vaccine, 
which is required for all children 
entering public schools in Iowa, 
does not guarantee protection 
from the mumps. It is only 95 
percent effective. 

About half the cases in Iowa 
involved college students, and 
most of these students had been 
vaccinated pri- 
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an infection with the onset of 
puffy cheeks, due to a salivary 
gland inflammation. 

There is no treatment for the 
mumps, but medications like ac- 
etaminophen and ibuprofen are 
used to relieve fever, pain and 
body aches. 

The virus can spread through 
saliva or exhaled water droplets 
and symptoms usually do not 
appear until 16 to 18 days after 
exposure. It usually lasts five to 
10 days. Some people with the 
disease do not show symptoms, 
which makes it harder to track 
the spread. 

A recently confirmed case at 
Loyola University in Baltimore 
has raised concerns at Hopkins, 
especially with final exams com- 
ing up. 

Joffe offers some advice for 
students to avoid catching the 
mumps. “Since mumps is spread 

by respiratory 





or to the infec- 
tion. 

Dr. Alain 
Joffe, director 
of the Student 
Health and 
Wellness Cen- 
ter, said, “Even 
among students 
who have got- 
ten two doses, 
approximately 
five to 10 per- 
cent do not de- 
velop protective 
antibody levels. 
So on the JHU 
campus, and 
assuming 5500 students, some 
275-550 students could be suscep- 
tible.” 

Mumps is a virus that infects 
the salivary glands. It has a wide 
variety of symptoms, with the 
most common including swol- 
len glands in the neck and head 
region, fever, headache and sore 
throat. In rare cases, it can dam- 
age the testicles or ovaries and 
cause deafness. 

Students will be able to notice 
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On the JHU campus, 
and assuming 5500 
students, some 275- 
5990 students could be 
susceptible. 
— Dr. ALAIN JoFfE, 
DiRECTOR OF STUDENT 
HEALTH & WELLNESS 


droplets or sali- 
va and the virus 
can survive fora 
limited time on 
surfaces, good 
hand _ washing, 
not sharing tow- 
els/washcloths 
and not sharing 
drinking or eat- 
ing utensils are 
all important,” 
Joffe said. 

“Mumps _ is 
scary. It’s a very 
seriousepidem- 
ic that students 
should watch 
out for. I think people should be 
careful about who they choose to 
hook up with at parties,” junior 
Kevin Lai said. 

“As a college student, it’s pret- 
ty scary to hear about any health 
epidemic. It just proves that peo- 
ple need to be careful and learn 
to take care of themselves to pre- 
vent an outbreak like this,” An- 
iruddha Nene, a junior Mechani- 
cal Engineering major at Tufts 
University, said. 
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The Johns Hopkins Tutorial 
Project would like to thank the 
members of the zee, Class of 2006 
for the generous 
our program. 
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We will miss you, and we wish you gm 
all the best in your future : 
endeavors! 




















Hi everyone, 

The end of the year is fast approaching! While that 
means the lazy (or at least lazier) months of summer 
aren't far away, it also means that there is the crush of 
finals, projects, and presentations to get through first. 
As the pressure builds and you get closer to crunch 
time, the Ethics Board would like to present to you the 
top 10 reasons not to cheat at Hopkins: 


10. You Won’t Graduate 

9.4 x 40k... You do the math 

8. F’s look reeeeally bad on your transcript 
7. Cheating is bad for the soul 

6. This ain’t Princeton... 

5. You Won’t Graduate 














4. You wouldn’t cheat on your boyfriend so why HOM EWOOD CAMP US ee 
would you cheat on your homework? See 1—1n za : : soe oe ye 
ei css Double Degree Students Concert 


And if you hadn‘t guessed it by now — the 
number one reason not to cheat at Hopkins... 





Sunday May 4, 30m} SDS Room, Mattin Center | Free Admission enononolay 


i. 





1. That’s right, You Won’t Graduate! 





And with those reasons, the Ethics Board would like to 
wish you all the best of luck on your papers, tests, et al. 
Hope you all have a great summer! 











Sincerely, : 
The Johns Hopkins University Ethics Board 








x 


A6 


Accelerated construction adds to cost * 4 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE Al 
areas], will be completed before 
student occupancy of the rooms 
(suites) and dining facilities,” 
Kilduff said. 

Struever Brothers Eccles and 
Rouse did not respond to repeat- 
ed inquiries regarding to the con- 
struction project. 

Paula Burger, dean of under- 
graduate education and vice pro- 
vost, explained that the University 
was left with no other alternative 
but to pay the extra amounts to 
ensure that the Charles Com- 
mons could be 





cause we have been so attentive 
to detail in planning the Charles 
Commons, we want very much to 
have everything finished when 
the students arrive and everyone 
is pushing toward that end,” she 
added. 

The additional monetary in- 
centive is one that the University 
feels is necessary in order to pre- 
vent any further fiscal complica- 
tions. 

“Furthermore, we would have 
had to carry the debt service 
on the construction loans with- 
out one of the 
sources of rev- 





occupied by 
students in the 


“Lf we are still laying 


enue to pay for 


fall. the building 

“We would carpet in the fitness (student rents). 
rather not have , So, in terms of 
spentit, buthad room at the end of both thehuman 
we not worked considerations 


to make up the 
time, we essen- 


August, it will not be 
a major problem.” 


and the finan- 
cial ones, it was 


tially would wiser to use the 
have lost a ~~ PAULA BurGER, DEAN contingency to 
tae year of or UNDERGRADUATE Epu- accelerate the 
nousing for construction, 
618 students CATION AND VICE PROVOST Burger said. 
and would Susan __ Bo- 
have lost a year swell, dean of 
of providing Student Life, 


the amenity space we have been 
needing for all our students,” 
she said. 

“The main issue is to be cer- 
tain that the student suites can 
be occupied. If we are still lay- 
ing carpet in the fitness room at 
the end of August, it will not be 
a major problem. Of course, be- 





confirmed that as the exact date 
of the total completion of Charles 
Commons is as of yet unknown, 
all residents of the new build- 
ing are currently being told that 
they will not be able to move in 
early. Orientation Student Advi- 
sors, who normally move into 
their dorms two weeks prior to 
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the arrival of freshman, will be 
particularly effected. 

Burger was optimistic, how- 
ever, of the progress made by 
Struever Brothers Eccles and 
Rouse thus far, in light of the set- 
backs, and emphasized that the 
contractor is well aware of the 
purpose of the building for stu- 
dents arriving in the fall. 

“Struever Brothers Eccles and 
Rouse have understood from the 
beginning that this is student 
housing and that we would have 
students with room contracts, 
etc. So they have been committed 
to the project and its timetable,” 
she said. 

Burger went on to explain that 
following the movement seen so 
far and the current rate of the 
construction, the University did 
not feel the need to pursue con- 
tingency planning. 

If the Charles Commons was 
not completed before student 
move-in, the construction com- 
pany would be financially liable 
— the inherent incentive for the 
company to complete construc- 
tion in a timely manner. 

“God forbid that happens, the 
contractor and developer are fi- 
nancially responsible for damag- 
es and costs incurred. Schedule 
and timely occupancy, however, 
has been the primary focus of 
the owner (Hopkins), the devel- 
oper (the Collegetown Alliance) 
and the contractor (Struever 
Bros Eccles and Rouse),” Kilduff 
said. 
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COURTESY 


OF MICHAEL DIPROSPERO 
The Charles Commons 33rd Street lobby grants access to Barnes & Noble, Starbucks and the building's residential areas, which will only be open to Johns Hopkins students. 
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According to this artist's depiction, plenty of lounge space will welcime 





By JAMES FREEDMAN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


When Charles Commons 
opens in September, 618 stu- 
dents will move into the newest 
Hopkins residential structure, 
which cost $62 million to con- 
struct. 

Inthe Commons, students get 
their own private rooms, while 
sharing a common living space 
— including a kitchen and at 
least one bathroom — with ei- 
ther one or three others. 

Outside of their rooms, 
Charles Commons residents are 
encouraged by the very nature 
of the project to engage with 
others. 

“We thought that the suite 
arrangement — with everyone 
having a private room — gave 
students a sense of privacy but 
still fostered interaction with 
other students,” Paula Burger, 
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Two people share each bathroom. 








dean of undergraduate education 
and vice provost, said. 

Study areas and _ lounges 
spread throughout the building’s 
two towers — referred to, for now, 
as the St. Paul and the Charles 
— offer a place for students to 
get together and work on group 
projects, or a comfortable setting 
to “come together.” 

“Tf you just wanted bed space,” 
Burger said, “you can find bed 
space elsewhere. What we want- 
ed to do was provide places 
where students would come to- 
gether and one of the reasons for 
wanting to do this is our strong 
sense that when students move 
off campus, they lose a degree of 
interaction with one of the most 
important education resources 
that we have for them, which is 
other students.” 

She added, “I feel like we’ve 
pushed [students] off into the 
community too early. We go 
through all this trouble to get 
4,200 of the brightest kids in 
America together — and diver- 
sity and all the wonderful re- 
sources that they bring in terms 
of their own experience and in- 
terests and talents — and if you 
only have two years to kind of 
fully interact with one another, 
that seems to be cheating people 
out of one important part of their 
education, which is why you 
come to a residential university 
instead of a commuter school.” 

The vast majority of rooms in 
the Commons are four bedroom 





Goal of new Commons is more community 


suites; however, there are also 
two-bedrooms available for stu- 
dents who want more privacy. 
No singles are available, except 
for community advisers, who 
will serve a similar role to the 
current Residential Advisers in 
campus housing. 

“We wanted to encourage stu- 
dents to engage with other stu- 
dents,” she said. “If they want a 
one bedroom, there are other op- 
tions for them, and if they’re an 
upperclassman and they want 
a one bedroom or an efficiency, 
then they have other options off 
campus, but we were eager to 
build a community.” 

Each bedroom will have a 
dresser, desk and bed, which stu- 
dents helped to select. 

“We have sample furniture 
from several manufacturers, and 
we went with the one [the stu- 
dents] liked, which happened 
also to be the one we liked, so 
that was good,” Burger said, hu- 
morously. 

In addition to the standard 
furniture and an adequate closet, 
rooms in the Commons will also 
have plenty of light. 

“Some of the corner suites are 
wonderful, where they have two 
windows (and) a lot more light 
comes in,’ Michael DiProspero, 
the senior project manager in 
charge of the construction proj- 
ect, said. 

DiProspero also discussed 
the discrepancy between room 
sizes, which means some stu- 





dents get more space than oth- 
ers, attributing it to the “geom- 
etry” of the building. 

“There’s variance within the 
structure,” he said, “but what 
we've tried to do is, the standard 
is roughly 100 square foot, and 
each of the rooms fall within 
about 10 percent — some a little 
bit more, some a little bit less 
— but it has to do more with the 
geometry. And it depends on 
where in the building foot print 
[the room is], because [there are] 
some bedrooms that face toward 
the courtyard that are pretty neat 
layouts — the walls are angled.” 

Security in the Commons will 
also be a major concern, with 
turnstiles granting access to all 








The typical Charles Commons suite offers students an alternative to the campus dining opt 


residential areas. The hours of 
entry for non-resident Hopkins 
students to the upper levels of 
the Commons will likely be 
between 4 p.m. and midnight, 
as they were this year in other 
buildings. Guests can be signed 
in at any hour. 

“The issue there is 4,200 stu- 
dents sort of having free access 
to your home, and the question 
there is whether that works,” 
said Burger. “We've had to bal- 
ance community versus security 


.. | think that we have a reason- 


able balance now.” 

According to Burger, the con- 
struction project owes its success 
to “cooperation.” 

“We've had wonderful coop- 
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lons with a useful kitchen area.. 


eration from the construction. 
people,” she said. “I think ifs 
fair to say, they've really been 
hustling. And by the way, | am 
really, really grateful to 

students who live in Wolmar 


construction schedule is 
difference between getti 
done for this August, or losi 
a year on it.” 

“We wanted to be able’ 
offer this to students as 
as we could,” she added. “We 
can’t afford to let it sit vaca 
for a year.” 
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|come visitors who enter through the 33rd Street entrance, which leads to the dining area of Charles Commons. 
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Commons to host new retal 


By LAUREN STRELEC 


The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


The newest addition to the 
Johns Hopkins University campus 
is bringing in some big names. 
Though it will not carry the title 
of a prestigious alum like so many 
other buildings on Homewood 
campus, the Charles Commons 
construction project has attracted 
mega-retailers such as Starbucks 
and Barnes & Noble. 

Primarily intended as residen- 
tial housing for Hopkins under- 
graduates, there is an underlying 
intention for Charles Commons 
to build Hopkins’ sense of com- 
munity and simultaneously en- 
rich the Charles Village neigh- 
borhood. Offering more than just 
student housing, the project will 
open its doors in early fall 2006 
to both the public and univer- 
sity-affiliated patrons. “We chose 
the name ‘Commons’ decidedly,” 
said Vice Provost and Dean of 
Undergraduate Education Paula 
Burger, “the notion of commu- 
nity is paramount.” Senior Proj- 
ect Manager Michael DiProspero 
with Struever Bros. Eccles & 
Rouse, a Baltimore-based devel- 
oper, is in charge of on the Com- 
mons, which will likely become a 
community hub. 

In terms of square footage, the 
largest retailer will be bookseller 
Barnes & Noble, located in the 
Saint Paul tower of the Charles 
Commons. Patrons entering at 
the corner of 33rd Street and St. 
Paul will have access to the full- 
scale bookstore layout common to 
other Barnes & Noble locations. 
Sections such as fiction and litera- 
ture will be located on the ground 
floor. The Hopkins bookstore, cur- 
rently in the basement of Gilman 
Hall will be moved to the second 
floor of the new Charles Com- 
mons location. As the current 


bookstore is owned and operated 
by Barnes & Noble, merchandise 
and pricing will be maintained 
in the new Barnes & Noble facil- 
ity. Increasing nearly threefold in 
size, the new bookstore will offer 
more Hopkins emblazoned para- 
phernalia and gear. 

After picking up textbooks 
and perusing the poetry sec- 
tion, students and visitors with 
a caffeine craving will be able to 
grab a cup of coffee at the Star- 
buck’s located on the first floor of 
Barnes & Noble. This conjoined 
bookstore and coffeehouse is ex- 
pected to be a hub for the com- 
munity, and is large reason why 
“within the next 18 months,” as 
Burger said, “Charles Village will 
have undergone a Renaissance.” 

The Federal Credit Union will 
also be moving from the Gilman 
basement to its new location in 
Charles Commons. 

Neighbors in and around the 
Charles Commons vicinity will 
be welcomed to the retail sites 
during the day. 

“At some point, however,” 
Burger supports “a building 
should belong to its occupants.” 

With the heightened security 
precautions being implemented 
in other Hopkins buildings, safe- 
ty at Charles Commons is of the 
utmost concern. With security in 
mind, the Commons’ doors will 
close to the public at a designat- 
ed time every evening, and areas 
of the non-residential floors will 
be reserved for students only. 

Accessible from the residential 
floors of the Charles Commons 
and through card-swipe secured 
stations, Hopkins students will 
have access to private dining and 
recreation areas. A large food 
court area will offer food that is 
a little more upscale than other 
campus food vendors. With late 
night hours and made-to-order 





stores 


cuisine, the “hope is that students 
coming back from the library will 
stop by for a piece of pizza,” hot 
from the brick oven. 

Families of visiting students 
will also be invited to dine in the 
new third floor eatery, featuring 
round family style tables and an 
inviting atmosphere. 

Recreation areas of the Charles 
Commons will offer a place for 
students to pursue extracur- 
ricular activities. A fitness room 
featuring cardio machines and 
workout equipment will allow 
students to stay fit within their 
building, saving them a walk 
across campus to the O’Connor 
Recreation Center. Three prac- 
tice rooms will be available for 
students to practice instruments. 
Some innovative spaces have also 
been constructed for less conven- 
tional activities. 

Students interested in cooking 
will have access to a large, fully 
equipped kitchen. They will have 
the option to rent out the cooking 
area for activities such as dinner 
preparation for friends’ birthdays. 
The University is even considering 
the possibility of holding cooking 
classes in the kitchen area. 

Another room where extracur- 
ricular enrichment may be taking 
place is in a crafts room, outfit- 
ted with “shelves, table and cup- 
boards.” Here, students will be 
able to work on crafts projects such 
as “painting the sheets to hang off 
the breezeway,” Burger said, “[or] 
if a student who did watercolor 
and wanted to teach a watercolor 
class, this would be the place.” 

With space for retail stores, a 
late night eatery, an area for prac- 
ticing instruments and an art 
room, the Charles Commons will 
certainly provide “more than just 
bed space” to Hopkins students 
and their Charles Village neigh- 
bors. 
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The new Charles Commons Barnes & Noble book center will sell textbooks on the second floor and feature a Starbucks. 
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_ Anartst’s rendering of a typical bedroom layout in a Charles Commons two- or four-bedroom suite. 
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windows, plush seating, a kitchen and table where students can socialize and relax. 
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EDITORIAL 


Dont miss your CUE 


As the Commission on Undergraduate Educa- 
tion (CUE) finalizes its new report on undergradu- 
ate life, a good opportunity exists for both students 
and administrators to evaluate how far we’ve come 
since the last CUE Report’s recommendations. Fol- 
lowing the release of the 2003 version, there have 
been many notable improvements, including the 
construction of Charles Commons, a new dining 
contract with Aramark and a plan for improved 
dining facilities. 

The administration, led by Dean Berger, has 
laid the groundwork for a long-term change in un- 
dergraduate culture at Hopkins, and should be ap- 
plauded for its efforts. We urge the administration 
to continue to maintain improving student life as 
its primary focus, as it is the area with the great- 
est potential to positively affect undergraduates’ 
perceptions of Hopkins and their college experi- 
ences. 

It is especially important that the administration 
more systematically solicits input from the student 
body concerning CUE recommendations, perhaps 
with a school-wide e-mail survey of students’ great- 
est concerns in the areas of academics, student life, 
advising, career support and diversity. There must 
be a more concerted effort to get the recommenda- 
tions of undergraduates. In light of the most recent 
revision to the report, as well as the close of this 
school year, we make the following recommenda- 
tions to the committee and the administration in 
general. 


Give us a real student union 


While the administration’s recent pushes for 
better spaces for student interaction — such as 
Charles Commons, long-term plans for a pedes- 
trian-only 34th Street and a new freshman quad 
where the baseball field now stands — the biggest 
step toward improved student life would be the 
construction of a centrally-located student union. 
Hopkins has been left too long without a student 
union. 

No amount of renovating the HopStop at Lever- 
ing Hall will remove the fact that it is out of the 
way of most well-trafficked places on campus and 
has never drawn a significant student population. 
The administration should commit to funding and 
building a student union within the next five years 
if they are to show a real commitment to improv- 
ing student life and providing what students des- 
perately want: an on-campus place to gather that 
is not the library, and will finally make students 
feel that social life is up-to-par with our closest 
peer institutions. 


Engender more student-faculty interaction 


One of the most important recommendations 
in the 2003 CUE addressed the lack of interaction 
between students and faculty and, so far, the ad- 
ministrators have not seemed to make many sub- 
stantial changes to make faculty more accessible 
to students. While the administration has made 
some improvements in this area and the extent to 
which faculty choose to interact with their students 
will ultimately depend on the faculty themselves, 
a critical and insurmountable disconnect nonethe- 
less exists between students and their professors. 
Closing that gap could significantly enhance the 
undergraduate experience. 


Don’t give up on frat row 


The development of a fraternity row should 


not be dismissed as a pipe dream. In considering | 


the array of benefits it would afford — a central- 
ized place for parties, for instance, that would 


lessen neighborhood disturbances — the admin- 


istration should commit to a serious examination 

of the possibilities of forming a fraternity row. 
While there are understandable geographic 

difficulties, as the campus is land-locked and 


our already-strained community relationships | | 
will not facilitate moving fraternity brothers to a | 


populated neighborhood, the University should 
nonetheless take a serious look at the options that 
are available. 

This goal is by no means a short-term way to 
avoid community friction. However, it is a worth- 
while pursuit that should not be shelved perma- 


nently until the administration is certain it can- | 


not be made a reality. 


Diversify both faculty and students 


The project of campus diversity should not be | 


limited to recruiting more humanities majors or 
underrepresented undergraduates, although those 
are aims that CUE rightly includes among their pri- 
orities. The administration should also pursue hir- 
ing a more diverse faculty and staff. 


the low number of minority faculty as a contribut- 
ing factor to the chasm that exists between ethnic 
communities on campus. To integrate these groups 
more seamlessly on campus, thus improving the 


contributions of each to the overall enrichment of | 


student life, the University should include among 
its newest CUE priorities the hiring of a more di- 
verse faculty and staff. 


Advocate for students living off-campus 
As the University takes bigger and more pro- 


nounced strides toward bringing each of its stu- 
dents into the fold of on-campus housing, those 


who live off-campus will continue to feel margin- | 


alized from the increasingly centralized student 
community. While these steps are positive in 
the long run, the University needs to nonetheless 
recognize that students who choose to move off- 
campus unfairly lose some degree of contact with 
student life on campus. 

Until everyone is living in University hous- 
ing, the administration should make it a priority 
to act as both an advocate of students in the face 
of neighborhood tensions as well as to reach out 
to and include these off-campus students in on- 
campus activities. In doing so, the administration 
will help re-center student life where it belongs: 
on campus. 


As we wrap up one year, we can only look to 
the next and ask ourselves how we, as a campus 
community, can improve ourselves more than 
ever before. 

The CUE report is the administration’s em- 
bodiment of this spirit of improvement, and it is 
heartening to see our deans taking student life 
concerns to heart. We hope the administration 
will also take into account the ideas we've out- 
lined here. 








A Commons Plan B? 


Since the Charles Commons’ touted inception in 
2003, administrators have hailed it as the solution to 
some of the University’s most daunting social and 
residential woes. Praised as the answer to students’ 
prayers for a more centralized undergraduate com- 
munity, the Commons will hopefully instill an epi- 
center for student activity in the heart of Charles 
Village and utterly reinvent student life at Hopkins. 
Hopes are, to say the least, very high. 

The dividends from this crucial and long-awaited 
investment — additional on-campus housing ‘for 
upperclassmen, new and vastly improved dining 
facilities and a central and dynamic venue in which 
student activities can thrive — will make significant 
headway toward eradicating the pervasive climate of 
pessimism and apathy in student life at Hopkins. Still, 
the University should take every precaution to ensure 
that setbacks to the construction of Charles Commons 
do not undercut its highly anticipated impact. 

The University’s contractor, Streuver Bros., 
Eccles and Rouse, is struggling against an eight- 
week setback to its construction schedule. As 
a result of this and other delays, the risk re- 
mains prevalent that the Commons will not be 
completed in time for the September move-in 
date. Despite this fact, the University has not 


oe 


established a contingency plan to clarify what will 
happen should the building has not be completed 
by the appropriate date. 

The University has not clearly demonstrated what 
it considers to be appropriate conditions for students 
to move into during the final stages of construction. 
The University has remarked that it is confident the 
spaces will be ready in time, but what does this truly 
mean? Will students be moving into suites where 
carpeting has not yet been laid? Will there be suf- 
ficient security measures installed from the moment 
students move in? Further, how long will students in 
the Commons have to deal with construction noise 
from within the building and other inconveniences? 

The University was wise to invest $1.6 million 
to accelerate the construction process. However, the 
administration must ensure that it has a contingency 
plan in the unfortunate event that further delays 
push residential construction too close to, or even 
past, the end of the summer. Regardless of the Uni- 
versity’s confidence in meeting their deadline, the 
future is not set in stone. Students are not going to be 
pleased if they have to move into incomplete suites. 
. Hopefully a contingency plan will be irrelevant in 
the end. However, that does not make it an unneces- 
sary concerns among Hopkins undergraduates. 
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Sex columnist is 


Minority undergraduates have long pointed to | 


advertising her 
own unsuitability 


As aretired man who happens 
to occasionally take a glance at 
the newspaper, I am always taken 
aback by the “Orgasmic Chemis- 
try” articles written by Jess Bea- 
ton in the News-Letter. 

The most recent article in the 
paper took a predictable stance in 
which sexual activity was praised 
-- as long as a condom was used. 
As old-fashioned and reactionary 
as some might call me, I am actu- 
ally not asking for the newspaper 
to censor or ban these articles. 

While I may find these articles 
repugnant and disgusting, I think 
if anything, they do serve one 
good purpose. Sometimes I think 
even the free market of ideas has 
its own checks and balances. Thus 


I find it useful that these girls con- 
tinue to discuss their promotion 
of promiscuity and boast of their 
participation in various sex acts, 
in that this will serve as a harsh 
disincentive for any man thinking 
about sleeping with them. 

All this talk about “vaginal 
sores,” multiple sex partners and 
the like make me think that most 
people would be unwilling to 
touch them with a ten-foot pole, 


let alone find putting on a condom 
sufficient enough to propel one to 
desire such sexual relations. 

Then again, there are even 
those who pay money and so- 
licit for such experiences in some 
“sexually healthy” Baltimore mo- 
tels, so I’m guessing its better not 
to waste the money? 


Y. Henry McDuff 
Baltimore resident 
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The Johns Hopkins News-Letter welcomes letters to the editor. Let- 
ters should not exceed 250 words. Letters must be delivered to 
the Gatehouse by Tuesday at 7 p.m. or e-mailed to News.Letter@ | 
jhu.edu for inclusion in that Thursday’s issue. All letters received | 


become property of the News-Letter and can not be returned. The } 
News-Letter reserves the right to edit for space, grammar and clar- | 
ity. Letters must include the name, address and telephone number | 
of the author. Only one author’s name may be included. Groups, 
teams and other organizations may not submit letters, only indi- 
viduals. The News-Letter reserves the right to limit the number of 
letters printed. 
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Some final 


his is my exit piece. 
Ihavehad the honor 
of serving as Student 
Council Executive 
Board President for 
the past year. I have witnessed 
things that have made my love 
for the school deepen tremen- 
dously and yet also Witnessed 
things that have made me dis- 
gusted and question my commit- 
ment to the school. On the whole, 
the past year has been an amaz- 
ing experience from which I hope 
everyone has benefited. 

Iam proud of what our Coun- 
cil has accomplished this year. 
While the work of a select few 
certainly outweighs the work of 
others, as a whole our Council 
was focused and goal-oriented. 
Rather than bemoan the barri- 
ers that one inevitably runs into 
while trying to make drastic 
changes, we embraced the op- 
portunity presented to us as stu- 
dent leaders and took initiative to 
ensure we reached our goals. 

The new, secure, online vot- 
ing system was developed over 
the summer in preparation for 
the fall freshman class elections. 


In the first few weeks of school, 
the Council was focused on the 
E-Level party. We worked to or- 
ganize a comedy event on cam- 
Pus On our own in the fall as well 
as cosponsor the VH1 Best Week 
Ever event with the Hopkins Or- 
ganization for Programming. 
Each of these ended up being 
tremendously successful. 

There are certain areas in 
which we were unsuccessful. | 
promised that we would work to 
develop a StuCo Web site which 
would bea one- 
stop shopping 
experience for 


Agarwal 


OPINIONS 


~ Study abroad needs to be 


yourself up to criticism and 
blame. That is not a bad thing, 
however. Leadership means that 
you are responsible. I have made 
a concerted effort to ensure that 
our Council has been united, so 
that we win together and lose to- 
gether. As American screenwrit- 
er Aaron Sorkin once said, “De- 
feats are softened and victories 
sweetened because we did them 
together.” 

The one thing that makes me 
absolutely livid is students’ pre- 
vailing sense of 
dissatisfaction 
with Hopkins. 


oe ; eee It has become 
nile the JH- a __ self-fulfill- 
Portal has been Guest Column ing prophecy. 
launched, it Yes, Hopkins 
Was not truly a students are 


StuCo effort nor is it yet what we 
Said it would be. I also promised 
that we would bring the Spring 
Fair food vendors each weekend 
throughout the year, which also 
didn’t happen. I also think we 
Were unsuccessful on the mar- 
keting front. 

Whenever you come upon a 
position of leadership, you open 


competitive. Yes, Hopkins stu- 
dents spend a lot of time in the 
library. But Hopkins students are 
also brilliant. They are trustwor- 
thy. They are athletes. They are 
respectful, caring people. I love 
the fact that I can leave my lap- 
top, iPod and wallet sitting on a 
desk at M-Level, go to lunch for 
two hours, come back and every- 


presidential remarks 


thing is still there. I love the fact 


that President Brody personally | 


checks and replies to his e-mail 


every night. I love the fact that on | 


any given evening, I can find an 


event with a speaker discussing | 


something that I am interested 
in. We have a tendency to exag- 
gerate the bad and minimize the 
good. Sometimes this is good be- 
cause it motivates us to constant- 
ly do better. But at the same time, 
it cannot be at the point where 
unhappiness is the prevailing 
emotion. 

Iam tremendously happy that 
Laura Hansell is next year’s Pres- 
ident. She is engaged, thoughtful, 
brilliant, and without a doubt has 
the best interests of the school in 
mind. 

[hope that you have felt some- 
what of a connection with StuCo 
this year. I hope that you feel that 
StuCo, in some way, has made 
your Hopkins experience better. 
That, in the end, is the only true 
measure of success. 


—Atin Agarwal ts a senior political | 


science and economics major from 
Monte Sereno, Ca. He is the outgo- 
ing president of Student Council. 





| Looki 


s the final count 
down to gradua- 
tion begins and 
our years at 3400 
N. Charles draw 
to an end, we all find ourselves 
occasionally lost in the moment, 
staring off in class or taking a 
longer glance at a friend we don't 
often see, slowly realizing that 
soon all of this will be over. In a 
few weeks our time at Hopkins 
will be our “college years,” upon 
which we'll look nostalgically 
from our posts beyond these 
time-honored halls. 

I can already remember the 
first day I rolled in as a freshman 
from a small Virginian town and 
can see how Hopkins and Balti- 
more have changed in the four 
years since. I am reminded of a 
24 hour freshman year stint in 
the Hut and the gold lettering 
above its entrance that bears a 
unique meaning to us as Hop- 

_ kins seniors: “Ever the upward 
urge! For life unfolds its power: 
Through souls who bear aloft the 
living hopes that spur men on to 
mark new trails and bridge new 
chasms: Wake men! Arise! Move 
onward up the slopes.” 

In the past four years, both 
Hopkins and the surrounding 
community have seen the results 
of hard work and dedication that 
have come from the embrace of a 
culture of positive change within 
the University. The University 
has been moving onward up the 
slopes at a pace rarely seen and 
in an effective and efficient man- 
ner. 

On campus, we've seen the 
drastic changes in Levering from 
being an old building with a drab 
atmosphere to being the center 
of much activity and interest. 
The food court has been remod- 
eled to cater to the interests and 
desires of the students. E-Level 


ng back, jour years later 
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was changed into the HopStop 
with new plasma screen TVs and 
a more upbeat environment and 
the building has become more 
and more the center of cam- 
pus activities. StuCo has placed 
emphasis on HopStop parties 





years has been the culture of pos- 
itive change and progress that 
has emerged within the admin- 
istration. I would like to applaud 
both Deans Boswell and Burger 
for their outstanding work with 
students and their dedication to 


throughout Pe 
the year and mi} omere the Univer- 
the Glass Pa- D aK Mosta himi sity with 
vilion is al- We does 

t always and desires 
filled | with Gues { Col umn of the stu- 
an activity dents in 
or banquet. mind. Both 


Furthermore, the campus it- 
self has seen a drastic change 
in terms of beautification and 
development of the Charles 
Commons and other facilities 
that will add greatly to the Uni- 
versity. The new quad and the 
renovation of old buildings will 
serve not only to better the lives 
of us as Hopkins students but 
will also make it a more attrac- 
tive option to those seeking to 
come here for school. 

Beyond the outward changes, 
however, the most important as- 
pect of change in the past four 


have done an amazing job of lis- 
tening to our concerns and advo- 
cating for our needs within the 
University community. 

In the past four years, Hop- 
kins has transformed from a dull, 
unchanging University, into one 
that is focused on encouraging 
the growth and well-being of the 
student body through both phys- 
ical changes in the campus and 
increased support for student 
initiatives. 

What one remembers senior 
year is not the long hours of study- 
ing or the lectures from class, but 
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the good times with friends at 
Hopkins. From the closing an- 
nouncements at the library and 
the sunrises in the Hut, to the ri- 
diculously hot days in the AMRs 
and missing our 9 a.m. exams be- 
cause we forgot to set our alarms, 
everything has fit together to give 
us our Hopkins experience. 
We've all been involved in 
things we care for and respect. 
Whether tutoring young kids, 
eating and having fun at the In- 
terfaith Center, or singing our 
hearts out in a cappella groups, 
we've all given back in our own 
way. Now that Hopkins has de- 
veloped physically, it needs to 
continue its support of student 
change. More focus should be 
placed on revealing the ins and 
outs of the multitudes of oppor- 
tunities to freshman and making 
sure that student initiatives con- 
tinue to receive support. In short, 
we need to take our own advice: 
“Wake men! Arise! Move onward 
up the slopes.” 
—Babak Mostaghimi is a senior eco- 
nomics and IR major from Blacks- 
burg, Va. 
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about more than travel 


f you're a member of my 

generation, and you want 

to do something important 

in the 21st century, I have a 

simple suggestion: go out 
and get lost. 

No, this is not an insult, 
though readers of this column 
know that I love a good fight. As 
it happens, history has shown 
that packing your bags, leaving 
familiarities 


the best things that can happen 
to any motivated young mind. 
We can only imagine how differ- 
ently modern literature would 
have shaped up if Hemingway, 
Pound, Fitzgerald and Eliot had 
never discovered Europe or if 
Kerouac and the rest of the Beat 
Generation had never gotten a 
real taste of the American land- 
scape. I’m guessing it wouldn't 
have been pretty. 

But since then, America has 
forgotten 





holed up in the MSE Library. 
And in the excessively special- 
ized fields of modern science, 
the idea that a doctor or a physi- 
cist can also form a broad-based 
worldview (and maybe pick up 
German or Chinese on the side) 
is becoming as obsolete as the 
study of alchemy. 

So here’s what must be done. 
First, stop treating study abroad 
as a group activity; it shouldn't 
be. Instead of sending students 
off to hole up in Italy and Spain 
and test their knowledge of the 
English language on one an- 
other, Hopkins should network 
individual itineraries that will 
make the discovery of a foreign 
culture more than an academic 
exercise. This would be a per- 
fect way to take the independent 
study option offered by virtually 
every department to a new level, 
and to give students one-on-one 
contact with the finest experts 

Europe, 


how to pro- Asia ‘i 
duce genu- a! every where 
ine ae _ Kenned else have 
mopolites. ue to offer. For 
At a school Opposition, Inc. once, an- 
like | Hop- other level 
kins, only of univer- 
five percent sity bu- 


| of the students spend any signifi- 


cant time abroad during their un- 
dergraduate education, including 
summers and Intersession. 

Yet this should not shock any- 
body. After all, science majors 


| here and elsewhere are exempt 


from establishing a proficiency 


| ina foreign language, while even 


the best-organized study abroad 
programs remain one-semester 
working vacations in student 
enclaves. So when Villa Spelman 
went under this spring, its liqui- 
dation was not simply a symp- 
tom of insufficient funding, but 


| also a reminder that America’s 
| college system has long refused 


to make the discovery of life out- 
side our borders one of its priori- 
ties. 

It’s about time that changed. 
If the arts and humanities are to 
make any progress in the com- 
ing decades, and if universities 
want to produce the kind of ful- 
ly-rounded scientists who have, 
historically, made the greatest 
contributions to their fields, stu- 
dents are going to have to start 
packing their bags and heading 
off into the international scene. 
What we need now is a massive 
effort to both emphasize the im- 
portance of study abroad and 
revolutionize the way it works 
— the kind of effort that Hop- 
kins, with its tradition of in- 
novative academics, should be 
leading. 

I have long believed that the 
art and literature of the 21st cen- 
tury, in order to remain relevant 
to political and technological 
change, must be rooted in an in- 
ternational perspective. All the 
literature on globalization has 
neglected the potential of easier 
travel to create a new modern 
aesthetic, based on an expansive 
view of world culture and so- 
ciety. I just don’t see how this is 
going to happen when the liberal 
arts students who could be scor- 
ing these breakthroughs remain 


reaucracy might actually prove 
worthwhile. 

Which brings me to the next 
necessity: tie this all into inten- 
sive, funded research. The idea 
peddled by Nicholas D. Kristof 
and others that study abroad 
should be a sort of global com- 
munity service is simply too uto- 
pian to be widely appealing, so 
why not throw in some money 
and relevant career experience? 
That way, Hopkins might get 
valuable globally relevant accom- 
plishments — not just Features 
Section articles — out of the stu- 
dents it sends overseas. 

In a sense Hopkins does have 
a program like this: the Clinger 
Fellowship for Study Abroad. 
Unfortunately, only four stu- 
dents at most are awarded this 
particular grant each year. But 
if opportunities like the Pro- 
vost’s Undergraduate Research 
Awards are refocused to en- 
courage internationally-minded 
projects, more students could 
get the genuine cross-cultural 
experience that any real educa- 
tion mandates. 

If we want, we can ignore the 
damage to Hopkins’ reputation 
that new controversies like Villa 
Spelman and old nuisances like 
the pressure cooker pre-med ste- 
reotype that plagues this school 
continue to inflict. Or we can be 
the first university in America 
to turn toward a leaner, smarter 
approach to study abroad, an ap- 
proach that just might provide 
the best answer to the troubles 
that have beset the humanities 
and social sciences over the past 
few months. 

But that will have to wait, be- 
cause as soon as this semester is 
out, I’ll be on the first plane out 
of BWI for Europe. Getting lost 
can be the best feeling in the 
world. 

—Patrick Kennedy is a sophomore 
history of art and Writing Seminars 
major from Watchung, N.J. 





If Republicans fight dirty, liberals should, too 


saw something very clever in an 
online news brief last December. 
‘ The GOP released a “White Flag’ 
wee campaign: a series of Web adver- 
: tisements featuring Democratic 
leaders speaking against the Iraq war 
while a giant white flag waved in the 
foreground. The goal was, obviously, to 
paint liberals as surrendering cowards 
who are demeaning the integrity and 
morale of our boys overseas. The sym- 
bolism is clear, the imagery is distinct 
and the take-home message is full of 
strong, red-blooded American values. 
Quite frankly, in terms of form, It's bril- 
Never mind all of the subtle truths 
that might make the ad blatantly wrong, 
3 ae bordering on libel. The cam- 

paign demonstrates the dirtiest of politi- 
~ cal bickering and the most inane of the 
3 -p ointing ‘wars, but in the end, the 
nate message is this: it’s strong, It 
ag and it works. 
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of two ways in 


truths and holding countering press 
conferences and re-aligning their stance 
and tweaking the numbers a little more. 
New York Times columnists will lament 
the fallacies of the Republican Party 
and hash through the laundry list of 
anti-war arguments once again. Left- 
of-center political commentators will 
feel bad for the Democrats, and the rest 
of the world will collectively roll their 
eyes at us. 

Alternatively, Democrats can come 
back with something just as brazen, grit- 
ty, wrong and powerful as the “White 
Flag” campaign. A fight isn’t really a 
fight unless each side is armed with 
some equality, and its time for liberals to 
beef up. Even in the high political circles 
of Washington D.C., the inner city prov- 
erb holds true: Never bring a stick to a 
knife fight, and never bring a knife to a 
gunfight. 

So why are liberals still stuck behind 
their laptops, as if sending out a few 
more e-mails and dredging up their old 
argument and debate class tactics will 
make all those scary, libelous ads go 


away? Are they not imaginative enough? 
Is the magic of Karl Rove really so mi- 
raculous? When questions were raised 
about John Kerry’s actions on a boat 
in Vietnam 30 years ago, an onslaught 
of propaganda was birthed. With all 
the outrageous mishaps (Hurricane 
Katrina, Tom 
DeLay, Iraq) Re- 
publicans have 
been piling up, 
the Democratic 
Party wouldn't 
have to bend 
the truth in the 
slightest to get something that looks as 
over-the-top as the “White Flag” ad. 


However, in the forum of Ameri-. 


can politics, such an aggressive stance 
could be viewed as morally unsound. 
Thus, for guidance, we shall return to 
some of the principles upon which this 
great nation was founded, a favorite 
tactic of the GOP. - . 

Freedom of Speech. Duh. Here’s 
a horse that hasn’t been beaten into a 
bloody pulp. But really: The Republican 
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Naomi Yamate Garland 
Guest Column 


Party has no reservations about saying 
whatever the hell they feel like, and 
they’ve been very, very effective. Bush 
has been reelected and conservatives 
are taking an increasing number of seats 
in both the House and the Senate. We 
can call them wrong, we can call them 
unfair, but we 
certainly can’t 
pin them for be- 
ing ineffective 
around election 
time. 

Can-Do 
Spirit. | While 
not explicitly listed in the Bill of Rights, 
this American ideal has been fueling 
our culture, economy and ego for over 
200 years now. The colonists didn’t buck 
King George with press conferences, and 
the Civil Rights movement didn’t come 
about via late-night bloggers. Motivated 
people saw things that they believed to 
be wrong and went out and made a big 
fat stink about it. 

Competition makes things better. 


Things could degrade quickly. A feisty 


left could drag the political campaign 
system to a mud-slinging, truth-fabricat- 
ing, multi-billion dollar fiasco. But basic 
rules of economic competition should 
prevail; the American people won't 
love a party whose foundation is their 
opponent’s weakness. Parties are sell- 
ing themselves to the American people, 
and the demand for something substan- 
tive will, eventually, tame the supply of 
dirt. If the Democratic Party has decid- 
ed to take it upon itself to preserve the 
American political system, it’s doing so 
at a great loss to itself and the American 
people. 

So come on, liberals. Take off your 
gloves and show those red states what it 
is to be a compassionate badass. And re- 
ally, don’t do it for me. I have a decent ed- 
ucation. I have health insurance, I have 
a home and I have three square meals a 
day. But there are millions of Americans 
who don't, and they’re not waiting for a 


_ Series of apologetic sound bites — they're 
waiting for you. ; 


—Naomi Yamate Garland is a junior public 
health major from Seattle, Wash. 
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ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 


MARY KEY, LACROSSE 





Key's “siste 


By DREW LEFKOF 
The Johns He ypkins News-Letter 


Scoring goals in lacrosse re- 
quires sheer relentlessness, bru- 
tal determination and a certain 
amount of feistiness to counter 
the violent stick checks of oppos- 
ing defensemen. As the youngest 
of eight siblings, junior attacker 
Mary Key first acquired these 
traits in her own backyard. 

“Being the youngest with a 
bunch of older siblings around, | 
had to get used to sometimes be- 
ing picked on or whatever comes 
with the role of being the young- 
est child,” the junior Key said. “1 
picked up a lot of feistiness from 
having to play backyard soccer 
or whatever against people big- 
ger than me.” 

Key aptly proved that she 
easily can move through bigger 
defensemen en route to the net, 
as she set the Hopkins Division 
I points record against Towson 
this past Tuesday. Key contrib- 
uted six goals as the Blue Jays 
handily defeated the Tigers 15-11. 
Beating the net-minder 53 times, 
Key has powered the nationally 
No. 12 ranked Blue Jays to a very 
respectable 12-3 record. 

“Going into this season, | 
didn’t really set any distinct 
goals,” Key said. “My only goal 
was to work hard and push my- 
self in each and every game. I 
feel that if I just work hard out 
on the field, the goals and statis- 
tics will come as a result.” 

Growing up in a household 
centered on athletics, Key cred- 
its her upbringing for instilling 

é inhera diligent work ethic anda 
drive to produce in the clutch. 

“My parents stressed to us 
at an early age how important it 
was to be involved in something. 
They wanted us to be playing 
outside and not inside watching 
television,” Key said. “Getting 
involved in sports, at a young 
age, taught me the importance of 
working hard and being active.” 

In addition to participating 
briefly in basketball and softball 
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Known mostly for her scoring skills and field marshalling, Mary Key credits her development as a player to her younger sister. 


“They sort of looked out for 
me and protected me in a way,” 
Key said. “With my sister there, it 
was nice because we had played 
and grew up a lot together on 
the soccer field and in daily life 
in general.” 

After moving back to Mary- 
land from New York, Key, as a 
fifth grader, attended a lacrosse 
camp located on the Eastern 
Shore with her sister. 

“This was really the first time 
Ihad experienced lacrosse. I was 
a little old for picking up a new 
sport, but I think my condition- 
ing and knowledge of soccer al- 
lowed me to pick it up fast.” 











leagues, Key started playing soc- From experiencing soccer 
apne ee 
she joined VITAL hee tt 
club soccer STATISTICS she said that 
an a Saat 


composed of 
nearly all old- 
er high school 
girls, includ- 
ing her older 
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is three years 
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Bee aS year leading her team to a 12-3 Ashe ee OP REE 
to play a record We've _ had 
faster game one of those 
which made classic _ sib- 
my body and ling relation- 


mind move a lot quicker. This 
really helped me as an athlete in 
general, as it helped me learn to 
play a little outside of my com- 
fort zone,” Key said. 

Despite only standing around 
41” in seventh grade, she re- 
called attaining the respect of 
her older and larger teammates 
despite this. 


ships, full of battles followed by 
shopping trips. I still talk to her 
a lot now, mostly on the phone, 
or sometimes I see her at an oc- 
casional game of mine.” 
Although she has created her 
own collegiate sports legacy, 
Key remembers being present 
at her eldest brother’s lacrosse 
games and wrestling matches, 





when he represented McDaniel. 
“I was really young at the 
time and de- 


vation, a reminder of her family’s 
support and a keepsake from 
a __ cherished 





spite having childhood. 

few memories, After the 
I have a picture My only goal was to end of competi- 
frame on my work hard and push tion this week, 
desk, showing Keys became 


him holding me 
after.a lacrosse 
game,” she said. 

Although 
her _ brother’s 
involvement in 
collegiate — ac- 
tivities did not 
directly inspire 
her to pursue a lacrosse career 
at Johns Hopkins, Key still sees 
the picture as a source of moti- 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A12 
which eventually proved to be 
the winning goal. Much to the 
dismay of the boisterous Tiger 
fans sitting in the stands, Towson 
was able to nudge in three more 
before the end of regulation, only 
to lose, 11-10. 

Clearing the ball, once again, 
appeared to be a major issue for 
Hopkins last Saturday, as the 
team failed to convert nine of 
their 24 attempts. The Jays’ diffi- 
culty with clears could cost them 
dearly come tourney time if the 
trend continues, but junior goalie 
Jesse Schwartzman thinks that 
the squad’s weekly progression 
and improved play was a reason 
why the team will keep win- 
ning. 

“Some of our guys were slop- 
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myself in each and 
every game. 
— SENIOR ATTACKER 


the official re- 
cord holder of 
both the sin- 
gle- game, sin- 
gle-season and 
career scoring. 
As her legend 
continues to 
grow, one thign 
is for sure - Keys is one of the best 
players ever to take the field, male 
or female, and play for JHU. 


Mary Key 


py with the 
ball,” Schwartz- 
man said. “But 
overall, I think 
our defense did 
a good job, es- 
pecially in the 
six-on-six game. 
Most of Tow- 
son’s scoring 
success came 
more in transi- 
tion and during 
three of their 
four extra man 
chances _ rather 
than off of bad 
clears.” 

Considering 
that Hopkins’ 
weakness looks 
to be their abili- 
ty to remove the 
ball from with- 
in their own 
territory, the 
Jays have gen- 
erally achieved 
success this 
year with their 
face-off execu- 
tion. Having 
witnessed ju- 
nior midfielder 
Jamison Koes- 
terer’s _ perfor- 
mance against 
Navy and Greg 
Peyser’s game 
against Syra- 
cuse, sophomore middy Stephen 
Peyser, Greg’s younger brother, 
can now tack his name on the list 
of notable midfielder accomplish- 
ments after battling to win 13-of- 
16 face-offs against the stubborn 
Tigers. 

“Stephen is just another great 
threat; his style of play is dis- 
tinctly different from mine and 
[Jamison] Koesterer, and because 
he is healthy now he allows us an 
additional type of face-off style 
that might work better in games 
in which we struggle,” said Greg 
Peyser of his little brother. “Since 
face-offs are essential when it 
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| By JOHN MONOGAN 


| The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


The Centennial Conference 
| playoffs have come and gone, and 
neither the men nor the women of 
the Johns Hopkins tennis squad 
had any lucky in claiming a post- 
| season championship. While the 
women suffered an embarrass- 
ingly lopsided first-round loss at 
the hands of top-seeded Swarth- 
more, the men were able to take 
some solace in their one victory, 
defeating second-seeded Haver- 
ford on Saturday before losing to 
powerhouse Washington College 
in the finals. 

The men earned a birth in the 
conference finals, courtesy of a 
4-3 victory over Haverford on 
Saturday. With the match tied 3- 
3, Hopkins relied on sophomore 
Kevin Ma to deliver a clutch 
three-set win. After all the other 
matches had concluded, Ma re- 
mained on the court in the midst 
of a furious trio of sets. The even- 
tual 6-3, 5-7, 6-1 outcome gave Ma 
a victory and the enthused Blue 
Jays the match. 

The Blue Jays jumped to an 
early lead of 1-0 by gaining the 
doubles point. Wins at second 
and third doubles also helped 
Hopkins in earning a crucial 
lead. At third singles, sophomore 
Raffi Roberti won in straight sets 
6-3, 6-3, and at five singles, Matt 
Naftilian came out on top 6-4, 6-3 
to gain the remaining points for 
the Blue Jays. 

On Sunday, the Blue Jays 
came back for a rematch against 
hated foe Washington, who had 
defeated Hopkins just one week 
ago. The Shoremen, who are cur- 
rently ranked third in the Atlan- 
tic South region, again had their 
way with the Blue Jays, defeating 
them 6 to 1. 

The Shoremen sent an early 
message on their home court, 
sweeping all their doubles 
matches over the Blue Jays. Raffi 
Roberti was the only winning 
member on the Hopkins team, 
earning the only point at three 
singles 6-4, 4-6, 10-3. 

The Blue Jays had hoped to get 





back at both teams, but they were 





comes to controlling momentum, 
maintaining possession, and ac- 
quiring the ball, I think ‘Brother 
Stephen's’ performance against 
Towson reflects his ability to be 
just another one of our team’s 
great assets.” 

With one regular season game 
remaining — this Saturday at 1 
p.m. at Loyola — the most press- 
ing question on the minds of 
Hopkins’ fans is whether this 
team will be able to match the 
success of last year’s Jays. But ac- 
cording to Greg Peyser, it’s a hard 
call to make, as this year’s squad 
is almost an entirely different 





Men’s tennis gets 
into NCAA tourney 


nonetheless still satisfied to take 
revenge on a quality team like 
Haverford. 

“The tournament was impor- 
tant for us,” junior Nick Kennedy 
said. “We wanted to get revenge 
against two teams we lost to in 
the regular season.” 

While the Blue Jays were un- 
able to claim victory over Wash- 
ington College in the Centennial 
Conference finals, they might 
have a third chance against the 
Shoremen. By defeating Haver- 
ford in the first round last Sat- 
urday, the Blue Jays technically 
locked up their bid in the NCAA 
tournament. As the seven seed, 
the Blue Jays will face a difficult 
opponent in Mary Washington, 
who has already beaten the Blue 
Jays once this season. 

Kennedy, one of the more vo- 
cal leaders of he team, discussed 
the upcoming match as well as 
the necessary steps the team will 
need to take in order to topple 
the regional favorite. 

“We played Mary Washington 
tough the first time,” Kennedy 
said. “We need a good week of 
practice, and we need to be on 
top of our games to knock off 
such a good team.” 

The Hopkins’ women weren't 
as lucky, losing badly to Swarth- 
more 8-1 in the first round of their 
postseason tournament. The Gar- 
net Tide won all three doubles 
matches to begin the match, with 
the only Blue Jay victory coming 
at second singles, where sopho- 
more Tanya Gulnik won 2-6, 6-3 
(11-9). 

However, the future remains 
bright for the women’s team as 
freshman Brittany Matava earned 
All-Centennial Conference sin- 
gles honors this past Tuesday. 
After completing her season as 
the thirteenth best player in the 
Atlantic South region with a fine 
13-3 record at first singles, her 
strong tourney play capped off a 
fantastic year certainly worthy of 
the nomination. 

The women’s season is now 
over as they finish with an overall 
record of 13-5. The men stand at 
11-8 and will continue their play 
Saturday at Mary Washington. 


Men’s lacrosse slides past cross-town oe Towson, I! to 10 


"Great face-ofis, sufficient goal keeping and a quick attack aid in Hopkins triumph of resurgent Tigers in a hometown slugiest 
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Senior midfielder Greg Peyser looks for an open man down field while being pummeled Hei 


team. 

“This year’s team and last 
year’s team are two complete- 
ly different animals,” he said. 
“This year’s team has six seniors, 
while last year’s team, which 
was dominated by four-year 
players, had 11. So the feel of the 
team is very new, especially be- 
cause a lot of the younger guys 
aren't used to the coaching style 
of Pietramala and being under 
his daily tutelage. It’s hard to 
live up to the expectations of 
last year’s undefeated squad, be- 
cause that’s a precedent that all 
the fans crave.” 
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Haseball’s defensive 


ConTINUED FROM Pace A12 
against third-place Ursinus. Hop- 
a ound up second in the 
standings, a game an f be- 
hind F & M. ; niece 

The Jays’ busy week began 
auspiciously enough with a win 
over a solid Mary Washington 
squad, followed by a double- 
header sweep against Muhlen- 
berg. The Jays took a convincing 
victory from No. 27 Mary Wash- 
ington, giving up only two un- 
earned runs and plating seven. 

Senior right-hander Tim Den- 
ning (3-0) was sterling in his 
fourth start of the season, tossing 
six innings and giving up only 
three hits and no earned runs 
while punching out four Eagles 
for the win. He combined with 
sophomore righties Brian Dud- 
die and Nick Erardi, who threw 
three scoreless innings of relief. 

Mary Washington snatched 
an early lead from the Jays in the 
first inning when Eagles catcher 

Lee Rubin hit a two-run blast fol- 
lowing a two-out throwing error 
from sophomore third baseman 
Todd Emr. The Jays stayed quiet 
for two innings until-a four-run 
third. Emr made amends for his 
error by taking the two runs 
right back, knocking a two-RBI, 
bases-loaded single. 

Senior right fielder and co-cap- 
tain Gary Rosenberg continued 
the assault with a two-RBI single 
of his own. That was all the scor- 
ing the Jays needed, as their three 
pitchers combined to retire 25 of 
the last 28 Eagle batsmen. Hop- 
kins took the win, 7-2. 

Against Muhlenberg, the Jays 
used a familiar recipe of explo- 
sive offense combined with effec- 
tive pitching. Both senior starters, 
Jason Thayer and Jim Flannery, 








galles cost team in finale 
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Sophomore thirdbasemen Todd Emr avoids being picked off by a York pitcher thanks to some quick thinking and an agile move. 


took home wins, though neither 
was as effective as they normally 
are. Thayer gave up five earned 
runs in a seven-inning complete 
game effort, but was supported 
by consistently potent Blue Jay 
bats. Only senior first baseman 
Tim Sliker was held hitless as the 
Jays battered Muhlenberg pitch- 
ing up and down the lineup. 
“We have begun to swing the 
bats much more consistently as 
a team, something that we had 
drifted away from after returning 
from Arizona,” Scally said. He 


contributed a pair of base knocks 
and scored two runs in the effort. 

The story was similar in the 
nightcap, as Flannery was touched 
for six runs, four earned over six 
innings. But Flannery was kept 
afloat by the first four hitters in the 
Blue Jay lineup, who combined for 
11 hits, eight runs and seven RBI. 
Hopkins took both games of the 
twin-bill, 10-5 and 13-6. 

But the train lost steam against 
Ursinus and then against York, 
and the Jays closed out their sea- 
son losing two of their last three. 


After an 8-7 tenth inning win in 
the opener of the Ursinus dou- 
bleheader, the Jays looked like 
they were going to cruise to their 
fourth consecutive conference 
win. Sophomore right-hander 
Patrick Steffee was lights-out 
through six and the Jays plated 
two for a 2-0 cushion. 

But it all unraveled in the sev- 
enth. Steffee lost his magic and 
gave up three runs while record- 
ing only one out, and senior left- 
hander and co-captain Andrew 
Bail gave up four more in relief, 


three earned. All told, the Jays 


VW. Lacrosse handily deleats George Mason 


Team also picks up a win over Towson, looks ahead towards match-up against No. 4 GU 


CONTINUED 
FROM Pace A12 
grapple for an 
at-large bid. 
Stamper cap- 
tured an ear- 
ly lead for 
the Blue Jays 
against Penn 
State when she 
tossed in goal 
No. 18 of the 
season off a 
feed from Key. 
The assist by 
Key — brought 
her career to- 
tal to 93 and 
set a new Hop- 
kins Division I 
school record, 
further fortify- 
ing the legend 


of Key. 
“She's a 
great player,” 


Stamper said of 
Key. “She not 
only scores all 
the goals but 
she also makes 
the [attackers] 
look good be- 
cause she cre- 
ates a lot of 
opportunities. 
She is unselfish and an amazing 
athlete.” 

Hopkins advanced the lead 
to 3-1 with goals from Key and 
sophomore attacker Annie Wag- 
ner six minutes into play, but it 
was only then that the Nittany 
Lion attack begin to awaken. 

Led by senior midfielder 
Lori Havrilla, the Nittany Li- 
ons launched a 5-0 run over the 
course of nine minutes, driving 
Penn State to a 6-3 lead. 

Stamper set fire to a Blue Jay 
rally with her second goal of the 
game, igniting a five-goal scoring 


ne 


- Scores by senior attacker Mea- 


gan Voight, junior midfielder 


Steph Janice, Wagner and Stamp- 


er fueled the offensive flames for 


the Jays on their way to an 8-6 
lead with less than seven min- 
utes leftinthe period. 

A goal by Penn State’s Havril- 

‘lanarrowed the deficit to one, but 


- still Stamper, not content with a 


‘mere hat trick in the first half, 
matched a career-best with goal 


No. 4 of the day heading into the 





- 


[on the defender] also, which 
gave me the upper-hand in get- 
ting open.” - 

The teams exchanged a pair 
of goals during the opening 
minutes of the second half, but a 
Penn State dash evened the score 
at 11 on senior midfielder Lauren 
Bryan's tally. 

Key pulled the Blue Jays into 
a 13-12 advantage with her 50th 
goal on the season, but her score 
failed to silence the Penn State 
roar. 

Goals by three different Nit- 
tany Lions packed all the punch 
necessary for a 3-0 knockout 
blow, leaving Penn State with 
a 15-13 lead with just minutes 
left. 

Key’s fourth goal drew the 


Blue Jays within one, but towards 


the end the Jays failed to add to 
their 15-goal total. 

Key’s eight points via four 
goals and four assists brought 
her career point total to 253, just 
in line with the Hopkins Division 
I school record. : 

A six-goal effort in Tuesday's 
16-11 victory over Towson (7-9) 
gave Key sole possession of the 
top spot in the record books at 


259 points 


“It's pretty cool and it’s nice 
recognition but now it’s about 


_ playing every game and getting 


to the next step,” Key said about 
her new records.” Besides, it’s not 


*. 
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Junior attacker Alex Nolan and junior midfielder Stephanie Janice try to find the ball in a big scramble. 


- fun to have a record-breaking 


season if your team doesn’t do 
well.” 

Another notable accomplish- 
ment achieved by a member of 
the Lady Jays’ came from senior 
goal keeper Lauren Riddick 
when she collected her 32nd 
career victory with the team’s 
win over George Mason. Her 
‘W’ tied the record for wins by 
a goalie in Hopkins Division I 
history. 

The Blue Jays return to ac- 
tion this Saturday against No. 4 
Georgetown on Homewood Field 
at 1 p.m. for the season’s last home 
game. And the team’s dream for a 
chance at the Final Four is most 
certainly on the line. 

_ Key put it flatly that any 


chance at clinching a spot was 


contingent upon a victory. 

“If we don’t win this game 
[against Georgetown], we don’t 
really know if we are going to 
make the tournament,” Keys 
said. 3 

“I’m not sure if it has sunk in 
for many of us yet. This whole 
season we've wanted to get to the 
Final Four and we didn't really 
expect to have a problem getting 


into the tournament. If we come’ 
~ out with a win this weekend, our 


chances for making, the tourna- 
ment are raised tremendously. 
We need a good performance 
from everybody.” 








gave up six runs on seven hits 
and two errors in the inning. 
The negative momentum car- 
ried into the Jays’ last game of the 
season, a non-conference contest 
against York. Hopkins handily 
beat York 12-1 at home in March, 
but they weren't able to repeat the 
mastery in Pennsylvania. Defen- 
sive sloppiness was the poison on 
Monday, as the Jays allowed six 


" | errors and nine unearned runs. 


Emr had two miscues to bring 
his season total to 10. 

The Jays, second-seeded in the 
tournament, will face the winner 
of the first-round bout between 
No. 3 Ursinus and No. 4 Haver- 
ford on Saturday at F & M. Be- 
cause it’s a. single-elimination 
tournament, if the Jays lose, they 
go home. But if they win, they 
will get the chance to avenge 
their away loss to the Diplomats 
in last year’s tournament. With 
team records back to zero, the 
Jays are looking ahead. 

“Everyone is looking forward 
to the week of preparation we 
have ahead of us,” Scally said. 
“Our season ended last year up 
at Franklin & Marshall and for 
the past year that has left a pretty 
sour taste in our mouths.” 

Even with the disappointing 
end to the regular season, the 
Jays are ready to seek revenge on 
the Centennial Conference. 

“The season will not be a suc- 
cess unless we return from Frank- 
lin & Marshall this weekend with 
a championship,” Bail said. 


+ 
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(rew teams attract 
crowds at JHU Invite 


By ETHAN OGILBY 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


After competing out of state for 
their previous two regattas, the 
Johns Hopkins crew team stayed 
in Baltimore on April 15 to host 
the JHU Invitational. University 
President William Brody, Athletic 
Director Thomas Calder and Ex- 
ecutive Assistant to the President 
Jerome Schyndman were all in at- 
tendance to accept new boats be- 
ing dedicated in their name. 

The Invitational was more 
than twice as large as last year’s, 
thanks to the extensive promo- 
tional efforts of coach Steve Perry. 
The Blue Jays 
were met with 
moderate suc- 
cess in the rac- 
es, particularly 
on the women’s 
side, which 


event for the 
home team with 
a first place fin- 
ish in the var- 
sity four race. 

The women’s 
varsity four 
was dominant 
from start to 
finish, taking first in their heat as 
well as in the final. The Jays beat 
runner-up Loyola by a comfort- 
able seven seconds to take gold 
on their home course. 

Women’s captain Angel Ko 
was proud of her team and is 
pleased with its overall direction. 
“This is the second time we've 
raced the four and it is the second 
gold medal that we’ve won,” Ko 
said. “For the last few champion- 
ship races, including the Atlantic 
Collegiate League Sprints, the 
Mid-Atlantics, and the Dad Vail, 
the team will transition away 
from the eight, and the four will 
become the [more] competitive 
boat.” 

As for the other women’s 
teams, the varsity eight finished 
fourth, the novice four ended up 
with a third place finish, and the 
Women’s Pair placed a distant sec- 
ond to a powerful Stockton boat. 

Ko was also quick to praise the 
competitive mind-set the girls 
had displayed up to this point in 
the season. “When you're wak- 
ing up at 4:30 a.m. every morn- 
ing, exerting physical [effort] out 
in the cold, it becomes really hard 
on your body. But by this time of 
year, we've already adapted to 
the physical demands of crew 
and now it’s all just a mental 
game.” 

But sometimes even being 
mentally prepared can’t over- 
come game day flukes. The men’s 
pair team of Lukasz Bugaj and 
Pete Ryan will attest to that, as 
their boat came in less than a sec- 
ond after rival Loyola. 

“We really should have won 
that race,” team captain Bagaj 
said. “We jumped out ahead from 
the start and were rowing strong, 
but at about the 1200 meter mark 
our boat and Loyola’s boat steered 
into each other and we clashed 
oars. This allowed Loyola to take © 
the lead and we weren't able to 





We're aiming for a 
first place finish at 
the Atlantic Colle- 
giate League Sprints 
this weekend, but it 
will be a challenge. 
— SENIOR CO-CAPTAIN 
WEs FREDERICKS 


subsequently regain it. The re- 
sults will say [differently], but I’m 
confident that we were the stron- 
ger boat that day.” 

The tough loss to Loyola in the 
pair’s final became, unfortunate- 
ly, a trend for the rest of the day 
as Loyola narrowly defeated the 
in the men’s varsity eight final. 

“We knew it would be a dog- 
fight between us and Loyola; 
they’re a very fast crew,” Bugaj 
said. “We closed the gap on them 
at the Invitational, the five second 
margin between us is the closest 
we’ve come to them this season, 
but in the end they pulled away 
from us. We came away feeling 
pretty good, ev- 
ery rower was 
definitely row- 
ing his hardest 
and we rowed 
a very strong 
race. Unfortu- 
nately, Loyola 
was better 
than us on that 
day. Though 
we wanted the 
gold badly, we 
did feel good 
about coming 
in a strong sec- 
ond on top of 
some other fast crews. “ 

Co-captain Wesley Fredericks 
had similar sentiments to Bugaj. 
“We'd been aiming for the gold 
at the JHU Invitational and were 
disappointed about the second 
place finish,” he said. “It wasn’t 
our best race of the season [but] 
we stuck to our plan and had a 
solid performance.” 

As for the novices, both the 
eight and the four finished a re- 
spectable third in the finals. Be- 
cause of the single day schedule, # 
some of the novice rowers found 
themselves participating in four 
races in a two-hour span. “That's 
almost a feat in itself,” said Bugaj. 
Fredericks was also proud of the 
novice squads and praised their 
steady improvement over the 
course of the season. 

Next up for Hopkins crew is 
the Atlantic Collegiate League 
Sprints this weekend in York, 
Penn. Both teams will use the 
sprints as a barometer for what 
they will be up against at the sea- 
son ending Dad Vail Regatta. The 
Hopkins men have already hand- . 
ily beaten most of the other boats 
that will be at the Sprints and, 
in the eyes of the Jays, the men’s 
eight should come down to per- 
sonal performances and a dan- 
gerous Ithaca boat against whom 
they haven't yet raced this year. 

“Unfortunately, we lost some 
important practice time last week 
because of illnesses,” Fredericks 
said. “We're working hard to 
make up for lost time this week. 
We're aiming for a first place 
finish at the Atlantic Collegiate 
League Sprints this weekend, but 
it will be a challenge. Ithaca has 
a strong crew, so it will definite- 
ly be a close and grueling race. 
We're looking forward to it.” 

Even though both teams have 
suffered. through some tough 
times, the remainder of the sea- 
son looks promising 
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Div You Know? CALENDAR 
David Ortiz, Nick Swisher, Lance Berk- 
man and Carlos Lee each hit their 10th SATURDAY 


home run of the season on Sunday. This 
year, eight players hit at least 10 
homers during April, the most in any 


W. Lacrosse vs. Georgetown 1;00 p.m. 





SPORTS 


season in major league history. 


M. Lacrosse vs. Loyola 1:00 p.m. 





Key breaks records, 
but w. lax falls to PSU: 


By DAVID NGUYEN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 
Despite the ever-dazzling 


heroics of junior attacker Mary 
Key and sophomore midfielder 
Kadie Stamper, the women’s la- 
crosse team could not muster 
the strength to overcome then- 
ranked No. 20 Penn State (8-8,4- 
1), losing in a 15-14 shootout. 

The upset by Penn State comes 
just days after the Blue Jays (1-3,3- 
2) pummeled George Mason (7-9), 
14-6, a game in which Key shat- 
tered two school records. Key sur- 
passed Jamie Larrimore’s record 
of 46 consecutive games with her 
first registered point of the game. 
Key’s first point was just one of 
what would became a total of 11 
points that day, courtesy of seven 
goals and four assists, besting the 
Division I school record for most 





Junior midfielder Steph Janice and the Jays didn’t withstand Penn State’s assault. 


points registered in a game. 

With the loss to Penn State, ne | 
women’s lacrosse team continued 
to slide down the rankings, tum- 
bling to No. 13 in the Bounce En- 
tertainment/Inside Lacrosse Media | 
Poll. Northwestern reclaimed the 
top spot after a three-week ab- | 
sence, collecting all but one of the 
15 first-place votes. 

With the entirety of the 16- 
team NCAA tournament field | 
to be announced next Monday, 
postseason hopefuls are fight- 
ing more ferociously than ever 
for a position as the season fades 
to a close. The looming postsea- 
son underscored the importance 
of the trip to Happy Valley for | 
the Blue Jays, primarily because | 
Northwestern secured the Ameri- 


can Lacrosse Conference’s auto- | 


matic bid, leaving the Blue Jays to 
CONTINUED ON PAGE A11 
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Junior midfielder Jamison Koesterer fights past a Towson defender under the watchful eye of Head Coach Dave Pietramala. Hopkins took the win for the match, 11-10. 


Men's lax topples the Tigers for close victory 


By MATTHEW E. MURRAY 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


With only a one-goal lead at 
halftime, and subsequently a slim 
two-point advantage at the start 
of the fourth period, the Hopkins 
men’s lacrosse team surged ahead 
not once, but twice, to defeat a be- 
leaguered Towson squad last Sat- 
urday on Homewood Field. 
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securities licensed. 


Group. 


Our headquarters is located in a renovated 150 year old building in 
the historic Fell’s Point neighborhood of Baltimore, 12 blocks south 
of Johns Hopkins Hospital, not far from the Hopkins (JHMI) shuttle. 


The position is part-time during the school year (student schedules 
liberally accommodated) with full-time holiday and summer hours 
also available if desired. We offer free parking and a pleasant 


LOMBAR 


SECURITIES INCORPORATED 


brokerage firm, is looking for a person with computer skills to work 
in our Information Technology Department as an addition to the 
Johns Hopkins student already employed. This is a paid internship. 


HELP WANTED 


(student flexible hours) 


D 


sa 


This position offers invaluable training and real-world experience. 
For those who seek a career in finance or financial technology, 
Lombard offers the unusual opportunity of becoming NASD 
This can be a decided advantage when 
interviewing on Wall Street. In fact, former Lombard interns have 
gone to New York Stock Exchange member firms such as Goldman 
Sachs and Morgan Stanley, and mutual funds such as the Reserve 


working environment. 


Skills required: 
» basic programming 


« ASP 

* HTML 

+ JavaScript 
* Perl 

* SQL 


basic computer maintenance 


basic software use (WordPerfect, Word, Excel, 


Outlook, Thunderbird) 


Please call Mrs. Wachter (410.342.1300 or 800.755.2144 ext 309) 
to make an appointment for an interview or send your resume to 


fwachter@golombard.com. 


LOMBARD © 


1820 Lancaster Street 
Baltimore, MD 21231 





national 


securities 








Maybe these Jays just like toy- 
ing with the Tigers. It certainly 
seemed that way after the Jays 
went on runs of three and two 
goals in the third and fourth 
quarters respectively to tame 
their Charles Street rival. 

“For Towson, it had to be pret- 
ty disheartening when we made 
a surge to go up by four that late 
in the game,” sophomore attack- 
er Kevin Huntley said. “We, too, 
have struggled with games when 





opposing teams went up late by 
more than a couple. It makes 
the offense feel like they have to 
push, which can then cause bad 
decisions and turnovers.” 

The game began with a play that 
has become a newfound tradition 
this season when Huntley went 
unassisted toward the goal and 
scored on his first try of the match. 
Huntley’s goal was soon coupled 
with senior midfielder Greg Pey- 
ser’s strike, which gave the Jays a 


Baseball takes the No. 2 seed 
in Centennial Cont. tourney 


By ZACH GOODMAN 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


The baseball team was 
stunned last year when Franklin 
& Marshall scored upsets in both 
the regular season standings and 
the Centennial Conference Tour- 
nament, earning the top seed and 
stopping the Jays’ quest for a fifth 
consecutive conference champi- 
onship. This year, history is in 
danger of repeating itself. 

“Obviously our goal at the be- 
ginning of the year was to be able 
to host the conference tourna- 
ment,” senior center 
fielder and co-cap- 
tain Matt Scally said. 
“Unfortunately with 
the losses to Gettys- 
burg and Ursinus we 
were unable to do 
that.” 

F & M, the No. 13 
team in the nation 
according to the May 
2 American Baseball 
Coaches Association 
Poll, earned the right 
to host the confer- 
ence tournament for 
the second year in a 
row, sweeping their 
season-ending dou- 
bleheader —_ against 
Dickinson to secure 
the top spot in the 
conference. The Dip- 
lomats needed only 
to win both of their 


last conference games to ensure 
their No. 1 seed, and Hopkins 
— who dropped from No. 12 to 
No. 18 in the ABCA poll — could 
only watch the scoreboard as F & 
M took care of the Red Devils in 
both games of their doublehead- 
er, 7-6 and 13-6. 

The Jays, who had a half-game 
lead over the Diplomats before 
being shut out by Gettysburg 
two weeks ago, sputtered down 
the home stretch and dropped 
their last two games of the sea- 
son, including a conference game 

CONTINUED ON Pace A11 
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One Jay's hit couldn't defeat York in JHU's last game. 








quick two-goal advantage. 

The Tigers answered Peyser’s 
score at the 4:42 mark when Brian 
Vetter sneaked through the defen- 
sive traffic to put Towson on the 
board. Nevertheless, a resilient 
Peyser returned the favor when 
he flung one through the posts to 
keep the Jays ahead by two before 
the end of the first period. 

The game in the second quar- 
ter soon became hotly contested 
when Towson climbed back with- 
in one, courtesy of Bobby Griebe’s 
first of four scores that afternoon. 
Sophomore attacker Michael 
Doneger, who has just recently 
started to receive more playing 
time, rewarded head coach Dave 
Pietramala’s planning when he 
notched Hopkins’ fourth goal. 

“Doneger has filled in nicely for 
us,” sophomore midfielder Paul 
Rabil said. “He's been great, espe- 
cially during extra man situation.” 

But again, Towson would not 
back down from the Jays’ attack, 
as Griebe sandwiched Doneger’s 
score to cut the margin to one, 
and then tallied one more to 
knot the game up at four apiece. 
Griebe’s twin scores were re- 
sponded to by two from the Jays 
via the nimble sticks of Huntley 
and Rabil. The Tigers tacked on 
another before the conclusion of 
the half, giving them a 6-5 lead at 
the intermission. 

The tight tussle between the 
two squads continued into the 
second half, as the Jays sprinted 
ahead to a 9-5 lead with 4:10 re- 
maining in the third, only to see 
their lead diminish to two goals 
with seconds remaining in the 
third quarter. Even though Tow- 
son seemed to keep propelling 
themselves back within striking 
distance throughout the game, a 
four-goal advantage late into the 
third quarter proved to be too 
demoralizing a circumstance for 
the Tigers to overcome. 

The fourth quarter, just as 
in the Navy game, became the 
most crucial quarter for Hopkins. 
Freshman midfielder Brian Chris- 
topher, off a phenomenal juke of a 
Towson defender, found the goal 
for the eighth consecutive game to 
put the Jays up by three. 

Rabil dropped in the 11th and 
final Blue Jay point of the contest, 

ConTINUED ON PAGE A10 





Women’s crew hard work 
pays off at 


The men’s and women’s swim- 
ming teams are both clearly 


peaking at the right time. After 


dropping two straight meets, 
both squads beat Washington & 
Lee at home. Page A11. 


INSIDE 


Men’s tennis reaches 
NCAA Tourney 


A semi-final victory over 
Haverford in the conference tour- 
nament clinches the men’s spot 
in the NCAAs, while the women 
suffered a first-round knockout 
to Swathmore Page A10. 


For Key, sibling rivalry 
translates into success 


Junior attacker Mary Key’s 
good genes and familial love of 
athletics has transformed her 
into the womer’s lacrosse team’s 
greatest asset. She is this issue’s 
Athlete of the Week. Page A10. 
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Among the films shown at the Film Festival is Recycled Life, about residents in a Guatemalan dump. 
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Homegrown student film lest rejects 
tradition, embraces outsider identity 


By PATRICK KENNEDY 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


For one weekend every spring, Shriver Hall 
becomes a seat of rebellion against the norms, 
conventions and clichés of the film industry. Year 
after year, the Hopkins Film Festival has turned 
the largest auditorium on campus — which 
also happens to house the largest movie screen 
in the state of Maryland — into a venue for its 
merry iconoclasm. And yet, there is nothing that 
smacks of tradition about the student-organized, 
student-run festival. After all, it’s hard to see how 
a Fest that insists on showing films like Bulldog 
in the White House and Hot and Bothered: Fem- 
inist Pornography every season could ever slip 
into Cannes- or Sundance-style respectability. 


But that isn’t what the people behind the 
Fest are aiming for anyway. As senior Mark 
Belinsky, director of the 2006 festival, made 
clear “Not all the works are supposed to be 
good. We like to mix it up so that people have 
something to talk about.” However, occasion- 
ally compromising quality for the sake of con- 
versation has never hurt the event — in fact, 
the effect is quite the opposite. At once a well 
delivered drop-kick to the commercial film 
industry and springboard for films you just 
won't find anywhere else, each Hopkins Film 
Festival has been driven by a good-natured 
avant-garde sensibility, which, in a world of 
self-important Oscar vehicles and college day 
pressures, comes as a breath of fresh air. 

CONTINUED ON Pace B6 
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The Saltzman-Friedman memorial futon is now a part of Mews-Lerter lore. You don't have to understand, just stay away. 


Sain 


Best: To some he is Dr. 
Smedick, to us he is Bill. 
He is the kind of guy you 
can call at midnight on a 
Wednesday night when 
there is a problem. He is 
also the kind of guy who 
will advise the best stu- 
dent group on campus... 
no, not MSE {although he 
does advise them too.) 


Worst: Jeff Groden-Thom- 
as. Any administrator who 
came to the Gatehouse on 
a production night to com- 
plain about not getting 
enough coverage should 
know better. 


Awkward News- 
Letter Moment_ 


Best: When Shiv started 
laughing at his friend be- 
cause his grandmother...| 
mean grandFATHER died, 
as everyone made fun of 
dead people in the back- 
ground. No class. 


Worst: When Jeff Groden- 
Thomas showed up during 
publication while we were 
complaining about StuCo. 


Bi Layout —_ 

Best: The picture of the 
chicken parm we didnt 
put on BI. But wait, 
didn't it win us the Pace- 
maker award? Wow, oth- 


er schools’ papers must 
really suck. 


Worst: You know manag- 
ing did the BI layout at 
6 p.m. on a Wednesday 
night when all it is just 
green grass and a road 
for a Roadtrips focus. But 


hey, it wasn't as bad as 


that chicken parm one! 


Building on 


Campus | 


Best: The Gatehouse. 
Was there ever a doubt 
in your mind? 

Worst: It's our mission 
to have a verbal commit- 
ment REAL student union 
by the end of the year. 
Oh, wait... 


Excuse for 
Selling the Villa 


Spelman 


Best: We may see it in our 
hearts to part with the 
Villa if the administration 
does actually raise gradu- 
ate student stipends so 
they aren't qualifying for 
food stamps. 


Worst: Someone once 
said selling the Villa 
would give students more 
options in terms of study- 
ing abroad in Italy...? 


Late-Night 
Intruder 


Best: Security Director 
Skrodzki: “If you ever need 
an escort...” 


Worst: The guy who 
showed up at 2 a.m. try- 


ing to find “the jail.” 


Local Politici 


Best: Robert “Bartman’ 
Doherty — ever since his 
overthrow of MPC, noise 
is at an all-time high! 








Best: “Jon Stewart signs 
on as graduation speak- 
ef 


Worst: “HSA emerges as 
a viable student group” 


News-Letter 
Wall Quote 


Best: “When | run out of 
tissues, | jack off into a 
copy of the News-Letter... 
and | never buy tissues.” 
— Italian Sal 





Worst: “Hey Xiao-bo, 
what am I? Like 10 inch- 
es?” — Peruvian; wishful 
thinking 


Rumor __ 


Best: Jon Stewart is 
speaking at graduation?! 
NO WAY!!! 


Worst: The News-Letter 
editorial staff hacked into 
the StuCo email account. 
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We're.as happy as your are that Jon Stewart is speaking at graduation this 
year. Word on the street is that he’s already signed on for next year, too. 


Worst: Are you kidding? 


News-Letter 


Catchphrase _ 


Best: “Awesome, awe- 
some, awesome!” Classic. 


Worst: NEWS!!! (followed 
by a series of expletives). 


News-Letter 


We're good, but not that 
good. 


Best: Our own personal 
blue light phone. Now 
the people who sit and 


watch us are also being 
watched themselves. 


Worst: We wouldn't really 
know because we havent 
been in the dorms since 
they added them, but ac 
cording to Pat, those se- 
curity turnstiles are pretty 
dangerous. 


Bh Speaker 
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The suspects: a dead mouse and Josh Robinson. The crime: slowing down 
Wednesday night production. Just the facts, ma’arn. 


Best: Thomas Friedman. 


There werent too many 


big names to choose from 


| since we can't even re- 


member any of the names 


\' 
| of the MSE speakers, 


Worst: We aren't even re- 
ally sure who the gradua- 
tion speaker is, but he isn't 
Jon Stewart. Didn't Elias 
Zerhouni already come 
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Disclaimer: These 
are not the opin. 
ions of the News. 
Letter, nor the 
opinions of any- 
one at all. They 
just showed up 
one day and 
wouldn't leave, 
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To some he’s a legend, to others he’s 


a peacemaker, to most he’s a super- 


hero. To us he’s the guy who never stops calling, e-mailing, IMing or talking. 


speak at Shriver last year? 
We didn't go then, and 
we wouldnt go now if we 
didn't have to. 


Student Group 


Best: We dont sleep. We 
eat crap. We rent out to 
mice. Were the News- 
Letter. 


Worst: You know you are 
in trouble when a rugby 
player, the president of 
WaWa and a resident of 
Fort Awesome get to- 


gether to do anything. = 
Stop sending out e-mails fim 


to the residents complain- 
ing about stuff and stick 
to the cleanups. 


Student Leader. 
Best: Us, duh. 


Worst: If you want to be 
a good student leader, 
you have to be able to get 
along with other student 
leaders. Robert “Bart- 
man” Doherty, calling 
our editors and yelling at 
them over and over again 
doesnt help foster a good 
working relationship! 
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Now that we have our very own blue 
light phone, all sorts of illicit behaviors 
will now be caught on tape, 





Best: Made it like 7 
months through the year 
(for the first time in de- 
cades!) before making us 
hate them. See below. 


Worst: Tried to get the 
University to control our 
content. Complain to our 
advisor behind our backs. 











She's our favorite local politician ever. 


Acted like we made your 
mistake. Talked about us all 
over town. Btw: we won. 


Thing That 
Slowed Down 
Production _ 


Best: The mouse that got 
Caught in the circuit break- 
er, whose whole head lit- 
erally melted and almost 
burnt down our office 


Worst: Josh. We know 
you're a newly elected 
editor and all, but... 


Thing to Do in 
the Gatehouse 


Best: Have sex on the 
dirty futon. 


Worst: Have sex on the 
newly rededicated “Sam- 
my Rose Saltzman-Fried- 
man Memorial Futon.” 


Editor-In-Chief 
Wisdom _ 


Best: Never spend more 
than five minutes speak- 
Ing to anyone — ever. 


Worst: What bad advice? 
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Student groups rally 





Hopkins radio delivers 


While chants of “Save Darfur” 
and “Never Again” resounded 
throughout the National Mall in 
Washington, the rally could also 
be heard 14 hours away on short- 
wave radio. 

We — 32 Hopkins students, 
congressional leaders, clergymen, 
George Clooney and 20,000 other 
activists — could only picture 
the Darfurians huddled around 
radios in the refugee camps to 
which they’d been forced to flee 
in neighboring Chad. 

But one man didn’t have to 
picture the sight. Poking up from 
above the sea of activists was a 
sign that read, “I saw it, I escaped 
it, stop it now!” 

On Sunday, I participated 
in the Rally to End Genocide in 
Darfur. A year ago, in April, was 
when I started attending Darfur 
rallies — which at the time, were 
an hopeless sight. Fifteen of us 
would gather in Lafayette Park, 
across from the White House, 
only to have Secret Service agents 
snicker at our turnout. 

Sunday’s_ rally attendees 
— black, white, American, Afri- 
can, Armenian, Jewish, Muslim, 
Christian — filled the stretch 
of the Mall that has historically 
served as a forum for Americans 
concerned about their civil rights, 
their sons fighting in Vietnam or 
their rights as women. But these 
ralliers were gathered out of a 
common concern for, as Con- 
gressmen Capuano said, “people 
they’Il never even meet and never 
even share a meal with.” 

Nobel Peace recipient Elie 
Wiesel, a holocaust survivor, 
opened the rally’s program of 
over 30 speakers by noting that 
when he was held in a concentra- 
tion camp, there were no rallies 
speaking out on his behalf. 

“When we were there, nobody 
came,” Wiesel said. 

Holding signs that read, “Nev- 
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Thousands gathered at Washington D.C. on Sunday to protest against the atrocities being committed in Darfur recently. 


er again means nevér again,” 
“Don't be a bystander,” “Not on 
our watch” (echoing the notes 
that President Bush scribbled in 
the margin of a report on Rwan- 
da) and “1,000 calories a day is 
not enough” (in response to the 
previous day’s announcement 
that the World Food Program 
had cut Darfurians’ meal aid in 
half), the crowd roared. 
Featuring speeches by George 
and father Nick Clooney, Sena- 
tor Barack Obama, Reverend 
Al Sharpton, Congresswomen 
Nancy Pelosi, Sudanese NBA star 
Manule Bol, Pulitzer Prize win- 
ning author Sa- 
mantha Power, 


and Erin Ma- 
zursky, execu- 
tive director 
of Students 
Taking Action 
Now: Darfur 
(STAND), the 
rally lasted 
nearly _—_ three 
hours. 


“Let history 
write that we 
came together 
in the first de- 
cade of the 21st 
century and 
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Students made signs to petition for international attention. 


stopped geno- 
cide in Sudan,” 


preached the Reverend AI Sharp- 
ton. 

“We can’t stand still while 
women are being raped, chil- 
dren are sold; while we sit in our 
comfortable homes and watch 


the bloodshed in Darfur,” he 
added. 

Students activists began 
behind the 
scenes prepa- 


rations for the : 
rally on Friday, 


Patrice Hutton 


ter for American Progress build- 
ing in downtown Washington 
— to send out press releases for 
the day and weekend’s events. 





Press coverage about Darfur was | 


already abuzz — that morning, 
five congressmen, Ruth Messen- 
ger of the American Jewish World 
Service, and Patrick Schmitt, 
former execu- 
tive director 
of STAND had 
been arrested 


when over 850 for civil dis- 
gathered on Guest Col umn obedience at 
the ninth floor the Embassy 
of the Hart of Sudan. 


Senate Office Building to receive 
lobbying training. Throughout 
the afternoon, students attended 
meetings with their representa- 
tives, demanding that Congress 
appropriate $173 million in emer- 
gency funding to Darfur for this 
year and $700 million for 2007, 
in addition to asking for passage 
of House Resolution 723, which 
demands stronger NATO peace- 
keeping presence. 

“Students have stood at the 
forefront of the movement to stop 
this genocide,” Mazursky said. 

While students attended ap- 
pointments with their elected 
officials, I headed to the GI-Net 
— which operates out of two 
cheaply rented pods in the Cen- 


Hopkins students — in com- 
bination with thousands of stu- 
dents from around the world — 
have been preparing for the rally 
since Students Taking Action 
Now: Darfur (STAND)’s Power 
to Protect: A Million Voices for 
Darfur Campaign began in Jan- 
uary. 

JHU STAND participated in 
the Power to Protect Campaign 
throughout the spring by host- 
ing a speaking series which fea- 
tured Simon Deng of the Sudan 
Freedom Walk, Jerry Erlich, a 
pediatrician from Doctors With- 
out Borders, and Juan Mendez, 
the Special Advisor to the Unit- 
ed Nations on the Prevention of 
Genocide. 





Paleontologist Dave Weishampel: Things I’ve Learned 


Interview by Sam Engel 


This is part of a series of the col- 
lected thoughts and sayings by influ- 
ential members of the Johns Hopkins 
community. All the following quotes 
were taken verbatim from a personal 
interview with Dave Weishampel. 

Dave Weishampel has been a 
professor of human anatomy at the 
medical school for 20 years. He is 
a professional paleontologist and 
researcher and the author of many 
books including The Dinosaur Pa- 
pers and The Evolution and Extinc- 
tion Dinosaurs. Weishampel has 
done fieldwork in Montana, Alberta, 
Canada, the Gobi Desert, Mongolia 
and Transylvania. 


I grew up on the west side 
of Cleveland, Ohio certain that 
there was a dinosaur buried in 
my backyard. I’m sort of this Peter 
Pan character that never grew up. 
Kids start hitting the six, seven, 
eight year-old phase and it’s all 
dinosaurs. Then people give it up 
because they move on to, prob- 
ably, space travel or something 
like that. I did the space stuff as 
well, but I never gave up on the 
dinosaur stuff. 


I liked it originally because I 
could draw and | liked to draw 
skeletons, it turns out, and try 
to understand what the animal 
would look like with its skin on. 
So I learned about muscles and 
skin and things that hang off of 
skeletons. I still do my own illus- 
trations for my papers 


How much do we really know 
about dinosaurs? Worldwide, 


I would say probably a tenth, 


could be known. My former ad- 


visor at Penn, Peter Dodson, has 
estimated that there is a discov- 
ery of a new dinosaur, a new ge- 
nus of species about once every 
seven weeks. Some of it we'll 
never know because the rocks 
at the right time are not pre- 
served, globally. So the business 
of having a new dinosaur every 
seven weeks is a testament to our 
strengths. The fact that we, as 





paleontologists, know that rocks 
don’t sample all places at all 
times is something we just put in 
our back pocket and deal with. 


I love fieldwork. Usually 
you're set up in the middle of 
nowhere, with no running wa- 
ter. You start really entrench- 
ing yourself and making a little 
village. You're sort of the mayor 
and the villagers are the people 
who come to do the fieldwork. It’s 


a 
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Dr.Weishampel excavated and named a Transylvanian dinosaur. 


quiet, its probably antithetical to 
most people’s pleasures; you don’t 
have a telephone; you don’t have 
a TV. Coffee is the best, always, 
when you wake up in the morn- 
ing, you walk outside and it’s still 
cold, it smells like sage and the 
birds are out. Then you go and sit 
someplace else, digging out the 
stuff. There’s the comraderie of 
the people who are doing it and 
it’s always been 
a lot of fun. 


I lived in a 
tipi in Montana 
for two months. 
I was working 
on the Black- 
feet Indian Res- 
ervation with 
Jack — Horner. 
Jack and his co- 
hort were buy- 
ing tipis, so I 
thought, “Oh, 
Vl buy a tipi.” It 
was really nice, 
a real pleasure. 


I'm not 
one of those 
gifted namers 
of dinosaurs. 
Most _ recently 
I named something called Zal- 
moxes. It’s a fat, yet reasonably 
small, herbivorous dinosaur, also 
an ornithopod, and it comes from 
Transylvania. Zalmoxes was a 
major deity of the Dacian people, 
who are thought to be the origi- 
nal inhabitants of Transylvania. 
Zalmoxes advocated things like 
vegetarianism, and my guys a 
plant-eater, and he was supposed 
to be the god of the underworld, 
and we had to dig him up. It’s a 
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lovely guy. It was a real thrill. 
Transylvanian dinosaurs come 
out in dribs and drabs out of the 
rock and so it was really nice to 
be able to create the animal from 
isolated parts. 


I would like to go back to the 
Gobi. It’s this powerful feeling 
of being at the edge of the earth. 
There are no roads — you're into 
the hinterland. 


They are another world, they 
were on our same globe, but the 
ecosystems were entirely differ- 
ent for all the time that dinosaurs 
were around. So we can play 
around with that we can figure 
out the rules of biology, the rules 
of ecology, in the present day. 
But that doesn’t exhaust the pos- 
sibilities and I think dinosaurs 
and the Mesozoic itself proves 
that to be true. Some things are 
law-like and you can use them 
to help you understand the past 
and the present, but other things 
intervene as well, so that’s why I 
remain interested. 


Dinosaurs, except for birds, 
went out with a great kablang. 
Despite my interest in their biol- 
ogy, | do need to know what hap- 
pened to them to help explain 
a variety of things, like the ori- 
gin of modern mammals. It has 
been suggested that if dinosaurs 
hadn't croaked 65 million years 
ago there would be no primates, 
and if there were no primates 
there would be no us. It was just 
by chance that a few things got 
through, including — placental 
mammals. So by luck or by skill, 
good genes or bad genes, we're 
here and dinosaurs aren't. 
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broadcast news format 


By SHANNON JACKSON 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


A number of students apply to 
Hopkins interested in different 
mediums of journalism. With no 
journalism major offered, some 
students explore journalism as an 
extracurricular activity and decide 
to study an alternative subject. 
Still, others are motivated to bring 
journalism to life at Hopkins. For 
senior Jen Chang, Hopkins’ lack 
of a journalism major has moti- 
vated her, in her final semester, to 
create the University’s radio news 
broadcast: WJHU News. 

Chang was inspired by Profes- 
sor Stanford Carpenter in the An- 
thropology department to start 
WJHU News in March of this year 
and has been airing an hour-long 
segment every 


outlet for the community. “I 
find broadcast journalism, es- 
pecially radio, to be such a dy- 
namic medium and I think we 
can put together stories that 
you can’t hear anywhere else,” 
Brewer said. 

Leads for the WJHU News sto- 
ries come from other news outlets 
on campus as well as from the 
student council and flyers. Chang 
and Brewer attend the events or 
interview the people their stories 
are about and then must com- 
press the data into 5-6 minute 
clips. “For example,” Chang said, 
“If I'm doing a story on a lecture 
I'll sit through the whole lecture 
and pull out key quotes to make 
a news script.” 

“Once we have all out raw 
recorded data we spend several 

hours on Fri- 





Sunday evening 
since. 

The show re- 
ports strictly 
Hopkins news 
and began with 
only 15 minutes 
of actual news 
reports with 45 
minutes of “fill- 
er time,” which 
included music 
and ads. The pro- 
gram has evolved 
to be 15 minutes 








day, Saturday 
and Sunday 
in the Digital 
Media Center 
cutting clips 
and __record- 
ing our own 
voices,” Brew- 
er said. “Then 
on Sunday at 
6 p.m. we go 
to the WJHU 
radio station 
in McCoy 
Hall and play 





of news summa- awe ~ the news pro- 
ry followed by NATALIE BAER/NEWS-LETTER gram.” 
interviews with WJHU broadcasts from McCoy, in a Chang_ be- 


student groups 
or rebroadcasts 
of lectures. Prior to Chang’s cre- 
ation of the news show WJHU 
was strictly a music station for 
Hopkins with no talk opportuni- 
ties available. 

“Because WJHU is internet 
radio, we don’t have a lot of lis- 
teners, so the show is really a 
labor of love for Jen and L,” said 
Katherine Brewer, a junior who 
has been working with Chang for 
nearly a month, putting together 
the arts and culture portion of 
the broadcast. Both share a pas- 
sion for broadcast journalism 
and have experience in the field. 
Chang is currently working with 
WYPR’s Maryland Morning, a 
weekly news program on Fridays 
at 9 a.m. hosted by Sheilah Kast, a 
former ABC news anchor. Brewer 
interned. last summer with the 
John Batchelor show on WABC in 
New York. 

Chang acredits a lot of her 
broadcast training to her work 
withanother broadcast radioshow, 
The Mark Steiner show. When she 
first started the program it was a 
lot of work for her to handle the 
reporting by herself. She had to 
learn how to interview and how 
to use basic editing software. She 
also had a problem with figuring 
out how to deliver a strong story 
and over time learned to adjust 
her writing style for greater im- 
pact. “I had to learn to throw out 
the rules I learned in English class 
and take risks [with my writing],” 
said the Neuroscience major and 
Anthropology minor said. She 
faced some difficulty in this due 
to her background in science and 
technical writing, but has man- 
aged to surpass these challenges. 

Both Brewer and Chang feel 
that radio is an important news 


room equipped with various equipment. 


gan this en- 
deavor appre- 
hensively, “When I first started I 
didn’t want people to hear me do 
the show because I didn’t think I 
had any credibility with just me 
reporting,” she said. 

With Brewer now on board, an 
English major and Writing Semi- 
nars minor, Chang is more confi- 
dent about the show’s reporting. 
Chang will graduate in May and 
Brewer will be taking over the 
show. 

Brewer is encouraging students 
at Hopkins to get involved with 
the show next year. “The great 
thing about radio is all the unique 
voices you can hear,” Chang said. 
“My calling is in public service 
and I feel that my interests in 
medicine and public radio are not 
mutually exclusive or as bizarre as 
some would think.” She is looking 
into a career in public radio and 
will be working this summer with 
Soundprint Media, which pro- 
duces weekend documentaries for 
American Public Media. 

Chang’s advice for students 
interested in any form of journal- 
ism is that, since Hopkins offers no 
journalism major, students should, 
“find a way to make one and make 
your own path.” She encourages 
students to take risks without fear. 
Chang said, “It’s worth taking a 
tisk, especially if it’s something 
you learn to love.” 


Se ee 





Living the pura vida abroa 


here is no English 
equivalent to the Cos- 
ta Rican phrase “pura 
vida.” Literally trans- 
lating it to “pure life” 
doesn’t quite cut it. In this small 
Central American country, “pura 
vida” captures all things good 
about life and being alive. 
Spending a semester in the 
land of the pura vida was the best 
decision I ever 


ded with coffee trees or oil palms, 
Costa Rica abounded with places 
to see and things to do. 

But so does Disneyland with its 
tides and various fantasy worlds. 
What is unique about Costa Rica 
is the sheer amount of green that 
gave relief to my suburbia and 
city jaded eyes. A whopping 25 
percent of land in the country is 
set aside for conservation and for 


me_ those 

aes at ae Divaht. Use 
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only to decid- Joanna Hsu Nd Hsu rot “all 
ing not to be that was 
premed To Letters from Abroad — mysteri. 
my great plea- ous, beau- 
sure, Costa tiful and 
Rica proved to entranc- 


be as enticing and beautiful as the 
glossy traveler’s pamphlets prom- 
ised. From the bustling capital 
city of San Jose to the Caribbean 
beach towns flavored with rasta 
influences to the farmlands stud- 


A 


ing about Costa Rica. 

As part of a tropical ecology 
and conservation program, I had 
the opportunity to see firsthand 
just how strange life could be in 
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Costa Rica’s rich rainforest thrills nature-lovers 


CONTINUED FROM Pace B3 
the forests of Latin America. Be- 
sides a handful of lectures deliv- 
ered in a traditional classroom 
with a whiteboard and a projec- 
tor, learning took place in the 
midst of what we were learning 
about. The professors and TAs 
would point to a tree growing 
beside the trail or pluck a lizard 
up from its place and identify it, 
often to genus and species. 

My favorite day of class was 
the day we spent sitting out 
on the beach in Corcovado Na- 
tional Park learning about the 
coconut palm, sea grape and 
other beach plants. We took 
notes, watched scarlet macaws 
feast on the seeds of the beach 
almond trees, and periodically 
re-applied sunblock. Pura vida, 
wouldn’t you agree? Other aca- 
demic highlights of the semester 
included our various “diversity 
days.” Marine diversity day was 
not only educational, but an ex- 
cuse to go snorkeling. Fungal 
diversity day featured a scav- 
enger hunt for phallus-shaped 
mushrooms as well as other 
more morphologically innocu- 
ous fungi. 

Of course, getting an educa- 
tion is never all fun and games, 
even in a sun-drenched tropical 
country. (Think insect diversity 
day.) Biodiversity calculations re- 
quired complicated Excel spread- 
sheets, taxonomy was taxing 
more often that not and tree iden- 
tification guides could prove to 





COURTESY OF JOANNA HSU 
The famous red-eyed tree frog displays its brightly-colored skin. 


be wicked and sinister. 
No scientific name was 
left untested and ex- 
ams covered informa- 
tion from over a hun- 
dred species reports. 
Luckily, Hopkins had 
prepared me well for 
what was sometimes 
just brute memoriza- 
tion. But even rigorous 
academic expectations 
could not detract from 
the experience of living 
and learning in a place 
as beautiful as Costa 
Rica. 

But perhaps the 
most memorable per- 
son I met in Costa Rica 
was not anyone in my 
program, but my host 
mother — my mama 
tica. For one month, I 
lived in her house and 
got the five kids, two 
cats, two dogs, all-un- 
der-a-small-tin-roof 
experience that I never 
got growing up in a small, quiet 
Asian household. My mama tica 
went to work all day, taking care 
of the kids and dirty clothes of 
other families, then came home 
every night with enough energy 
to take care of her own family 
and cook a delicious meal from 
scratch. Needless to say, she was 
an amazing person. Her abili- 
ties included making the best 
empanadas ever, deciphering 
my broken Spanish and hand- 
squeezing or- 
ange juice or 
lemon juice 
about ten 
times faster 
than I could. 

ifesin va 
rural area 
was never 
boring. I 
tried my foot 
at a local soc- 
cer game, 
caught  but- 
terflies with 
my siblings 
and had tick 
le wars with 
eight-year- 
old Josué. I 
tagged along 





Students learn about Costa Rica's biodiversity as they observe a species report in the rainforest. 


to church, birthday parties and 
other family events. Some chal- 
lenges of life in San Luis included 
learning how to milk a cow, peel- 
ing off ticks after hiking through 
shortcuts and showering outside 
when all that protected me from 
the rest of the world was a flimsy 
curtain. 

Staying with my host family 
reminded me to be grateful for 
the fact that I don’t have to burn 
my trash in my backyard or wake 
up at 5 am. to take a bumpy 
hour and a half long bus ride to 
get to school. My mama tica and 
her five children lived comfort- 
ably without a car, computer or 
air conditioning. They were not 
rich or even middle class, but 
they almost always all ate din- 
ner together, and that counts for 
something. My 14- and 15-year- 
old host brothers still kissed their 
mother good night before going 
to bed everyday, and that counts 
for something too. 

Most of what I experienced 
during my homestay was not for- 
eign at all, but familiar. My mama 
tica packed me a lunch everyday, 
just like my own mother did 
even when I was in high school. 
Instead of gathering around the 
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widescreen TV and rooting for 
the L.A. Lakers, my host family 
hovered around an old TV cheer- 
ing for their favorite soccer team, 
the Liga Deportiva Alajuelense. 
Josué and Jacqueline even owned 
electronic pets that were similar 
to the Tamagotchis that were so 
popular for awhile when I was 
growing up. 

Sometimes I felt more out 
of place discussing ecosystem 
structure with my classmates 
while we hiked in the rainforest 
than I did while eating with my 
host family and trying to under- 
stand their rapid-fire Spanish. I 
guess things like plant taxonomy 
are less a part of the universal 
human experience than taking a 
meal around a table. 

Regardless, I enjoyed both 
experiences. The nerd in me 
devoured all the natural his- 
tory I learned, and all in me that 
couldn't be satisfied by academ- 
ics thrived on the food as well 
as the friendships and family 
I made in Costa Rica. Interest- 
ingly enough, my four months 
abroad cost far less than what 
it costs to study a semester here 
in Baltimore at Johns Hopkins. 


ResurRx wins MoshPit 
business competition 


By JOSEPH HO 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Take some old drugs in the, 
a new disease and a handful of 
scientists and you get ResurRx 
Pharmaceuticals, a drug repur- 
posing database that could ul- 
timately house all the drugs ap- 
proved by the Food and Drug 
Administration and currently on 
the market. 

As a team of five, Hopkins 
postgrads and graduates Cur- 
tis Chong, Fatemah Mamdani, 
Tilman Schneider-Poetsch and 
sophomore Joynita Sur took home 
the first prize of $10,000 from the 
Greater Baltimore Technology 
Council’s “MoshPit” business 
plan competition with their pro- 
posal for ResurRx. 

“Basically ResurRx was a play 
on the word resurrect,” Sur said. 

As a Ph.D. at the Medical 
School, Chong’s thesis was about 
the creation of a library of FDA 
approved drugs that would al- 
low scientists to search through 
old drugs to help in tackling 
new diseases that arise. The use- 
fulness of this system is that it 
signficantly shortens the time re- 
quired for the drug to receive ap- 
proval. Typically, a new drug to 
be released into the market could 
take more than 15 years before it 
would receive a new use patent. 
However, with the repositioning 
of old drugs, it will only need to 








Pura vida, right? 





go through two or three years 
before it receives final approval, 
This would largely increase the 
potential for finding disease 
treatments in a much more time- 
ly fashion. 

A good example is Viagra. 
The drug was originally created 
to lower blood pressure but was 
later found to have a new use in 
the market. 

“ResurRx offers a low cost 
way to screen all existing drugs,” 
Sur said. 

Mamdani and Schneider-Po- 
etsch had worked in Chong’s lab 
for two to three years, and Sur 
joined the team in order to help 
them present their idea to the 
real business world. 

“Tt was a very interesting expe- 
rience because we all come from 
very different backgrounds,” Sur 
said. 

Being five to six years young- 
er than the rest of the team, Sur 
found it much easier to fit in the 
group than she originally antici- 
pated. While the rest of the team 
had the scientific understanding 
for the project, she was able to 
coach them on writing the busi- 
ness plan and translating techni- 
cal terms to layman’s terms. 

“T learnt a lot about working 
with others,” Sur said. 

Having assisted the team 
this year in the competition, Sur 
plans to submit her own idea 
next year. 


COURTESY OF HTTP://WWWUTA.EDU 


ResurRx facilitates quick searches of existing drugs to find new disease treatments. 
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Makkah offers hand-picked treasures 


By ALISON KWAN 


The Johns | lopkins News-Letter 


While the style-conscious may 
tote Gucci handbags or sport 
Prada shades, true fashionistas 
know that standout items are 
found at privately owned bou- 
tiques. Makkah’s, off 25th Street, 
officially opened its doors on 
Oct. 16, 2005. Makkah’s features 
men’s and women’s clothing from 
as far as the UK and as close as 
down the street. Makkah’s of- 
fers something for trend-follow- 
ers and trendsetters alike. When 
not hunting down the hottest in 
fashion, Makkah designs her own 
pieces, which go straight from the 
sewing machine to the store. 

A close friend of her sister 
walks in, apparently from work as 
evidenced by her pinstripe black 
suit. Makkah floats over to her, 
blue denim boots leading the way. 
Today she’s wearing a goldenrod 
and mahogany brown tie-dye skirt 
with matching headdress, which 
she made only this morning. Her 
orange-brown shirt celebrates the 
autumn season and compliments 
a svelte figure. Topping it off are 
oversized bronze feather earrings, 
bent to form hoops. She directs the 
girl to one of Makkal’s latest la- 
bors of love, a skirt, which boasts 
three luxurious tiers of brown 
ruffles and a fitted waist. The skirt 
is big, but that’s hardly a problem. 
Makkah calls up the local tailor 
and sends the girl down the block 
to get fitted. 

In addition to making her own 
signature gear, Makkah scours 
catalogs for new merchandise 
and travels every week, keeping 
her customers’ tastes in mind. 
When she sees something they 





might like, it 
comes back to 
Baltimore with 
her. 

The _ interior 
of the store is 
as funky as the 
clothes within. 
One wall is 
painted a cherry 
red. The wall ad- 
jacent to it is roy- 
al purple. Sunny 
yellow descends 
at a diagonal, cut- 
ting the wall in 
half. An antique 
red velour couch 
proudly stands 
nearby in front of 
an asymmetrical 
mirror. The space 
recalls a child’s 
play room, but 
this store is 
no nursery. A 
heavy-set man with an immacu- 
lately well-trimmed beard walks 
in. He is dressed head to toe in 
blue and white. Blue and white T- 
shirt. Blue and white shorts. Blue 
and white socks. Blue and white 
patent leather Nikes. But metro- 
sexual is the last thing one would 
call this 65” hulking figure. He 
tries on a brown fur coat. 

“Yeah, that the business, right?” 
Makkah says. She means that the 
coat is stylish, hip. “That's Italian. 
That’s beava,” she adds. The man 
nods in approval, but he leaves the 
store empty handed. Makkah is 
unfazed. The gentleman is a regu- 
lar and shops at Makkah’s weekly. 

Although the boutique has 
only been open since September, 
Makkah’s has been gaining popu- 
larity quickly. Customers come 





This nearby boutique offers thoughtfully selected and hand-made goods with a whole lot of personality. 


and go, easily dropping over $100 
at a time. Regular items are up to 
$200. The coat is $1,000 — a steal 
compared to hotel fur show prices, 
which reach double or triple that 
amount. One could call it afford- 
able haute couture. 

Of the clothes in her store, 
Makkah says, “I look for differ- 
ent things from different artists.” 
Many of her items are created by 
small independent designers like 
herself. “I like the originality and 
the [brand name] designers are 
already there. You have people 
that are just as talented, and they 
produce unique pieces. And nor- 
mally when you buy [from brand 
name] designers, it’s on the mass 
produced level. I have to get 
mass production items because 
I sell out [of clothes designed by 


Anti-tourist guide to London’s hottest 


ighty one restaurants, 

42 lounges, 22 clubs, 

12 museums, eight 

galleries, six parks and 

innumerable shopping 
excursions. All of which are still 
in counting. 

Whata year it has been. Upon 
my arrival in London in Septem- 
ber of 2005, limmediately knew 
I had come to a city tailored to 
my whims and disposition. The 
vibrancy, the color, the culture, 
the nightlife and the fashion 
are unlike any other city in the 
world. ; 

I think it’s fair to claim that 
I have done London in the past 
nine months. So, reflecting on an 
unprecedented year, I’ve taken 
the liberty to compose my own 
little guide to London. While I 
have complete disregard for the 
conventional guides available to 
traveler — they usually belittle 
the individual, suggesting the 
most trite and obvious of what a 
city truly has to offer — mine is 
different. 

This guide is Carter Cramer’s 
obsessively researched, scrupu- 
lously judicious guide — the one 
I might call “London for the Anti- 
Tourist Tourist.” Admittedly, my 
tastes in culture, clothing and cu- 
linary delights are of the higher 
degree, but I do not discriminate. 
I remain an equal opportunity 
city-goer, patronizing the upscale 
and the low. 

Ill start with one of my favor- 
ite institutions any urban area 
has to offer: hotels. Whether 
you're actually staying in one or 
not, hotels are never to be over- 
looked, as the nicer ones house 
some of the finest bars in a city, 
and offer copious free snacks to 
boot. 

In London, the top hotels 
are the Lanesborough and The 
Berkeley. The former has a gor- 
geous, old-world bar with a 


Big Ben is just a small part of what makes London a great place. 
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library-like décor, delicious 
mixed nuts and a stunning foyer. 
Moreover, this hotel played cata- 
lyst for one of my first celebrity 
sightings while in London: Jay-Z 
and Beyoncé sitting at the table 
adjacent to mine. 

The Berkley Hotel is home to 
Blue Bar, one of London’s most 
reputable cocktail lounges, as 
well as the inventor of “Pret- 
a-Portea,” a unique tea service 
with pastries shaped as designer 
fashions of the season, all served 
upon Paul Smith china. 

Moving on to restaurants, 
London cuisine can be either a 
sanctuary for the taste buds, or 
their slaughter. Sadly, I've had 
more unpleasant epicurean ex- 
perience here than the contrary, 
but the first-rate ones have been 
just that. 

For Japanese, my favorite cui- 
sine, Sumosan in 
Mayfair is unpar- 
alleled. Their black 
cod maki is worthy 
of at least one of my 
limbs. For decent 
sushi on the cheap, 
Yo! Sushi, with its 
revolving conveyer 
belts, can be found 








“Porn Star Martini” — a delec- 
table passionfruit cocktail accom- 
panied by a shot of Brut cham- 
pagne. There’s also Milk and 
Honey, a member's bar in Soho 
with a surprisingly laid-back at- 
mosphere and fairly inexpensive 
wines. 

For great music and dancing, 
both Mint and The Notting Hill 
Art’s Club are top-rate venues for 
a wild evening. 

Now, I didn’t spend all my 
time in London eating and drink- 
ing, so mention of the myriad 
cultural sights the city has to of- 
fer is well due. 

The Tate Modern and Somer- 
set House are by far my favorite 
museums in the city, together of- 
fering a sundry selection of art 
for any particular taste. 

Additionally, this city is host 
to some extraordinary galler- 
ies and auction 
houses—Sothe- 
by’s, Bonham’s, 
Christie’s and 
the Frith — that 
are in constant 
rotation, with 
new collec- 
tions displayed 
at least each 








on nearly every 
street in London. 


For nouveau- 
British cuisine, 
Spoon in the Sand- 
erson Hotel is 


quite memorable. One of Alain 
Ducasse’s restaurants, the food 
is scrumptious and inventive: my 
appetizer was “mixed cereal,” a 
concoction of quinoa, truffle and 
guacamole, most artfully pre- 
sented. 

For an all-around exceptional 
dining experience—greatservice, 
food and wine—it gets no better 
than Locanda Locatelli. Perhaps 
some of the best Italian food in 
any city I’ve visited, everything 


Carter Gamer 
Hop Couture 


week. 

London is 
also a capital of 
many stunning 
parks, where its 
residents can 
often be seen lounging on the 
plush grass, or reading a book in 
the lawn chairs provided by the 
city council. 

Enjoying a_ stroll through 
Hyde Park or Kensington Gar- 
dens makes a person forget he is 
in one of the world’s busiest me- 
tropolises. 

And, of course, there is the 
shopping, one of London’s pre- 
mier attractions. From exclusive- 
ly British department stores like 


from the Selfridges and Harvey Nichols, 
ample por- to the famed Topshop and other 
tions of fish high street stores, London is a 
and gnocchi shopper's paradise. 
to the diver- Nine months later, I still ex- 
sity of the perience a surge of exhilaration 
bread basket, when meandering down Sloane 
this place is Street and Bond. On a good day, 
world-class. one might even spot Victoria 
For post Beckham browsing the shoes a 
dinner, Jimmy Choo or Gina. 
the city of Of course, my little “guide to 
London is London” is in no way compre- 
brimming hensive. However it provides a 
with fun __ fractional taste of what I believe 
and trendy is the “best of the best” this city 
lounges, bars has to offer, and recaps a few 
and clubs. highlights from what has been 
Among my _ the most amazing year I have 
favorites is ever had. 

- Townhouse, So I must concur with author 
where one Samuel Johnson when he wrote, 
can order “when a man is tired of London, 
the famous he is tired of life.” 
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myself]. Once you buy mass pro- 
duction you are a reflection of the 
woman who walked past you.” 

For Makkah, fashion is also a 
way of giving to the community. 
It “contributes to society, to art.” 
A black velvet shrug with ruched | 
white tiger stripes on one side | 
and glittering gems on the other 
hangs on a rack close to the en- 
trance. The shirt was handmade | 
by a friend, an ambitious artist | 
residing in the area. 

A man in Timberland boots and 
an olive green suit reminiscent of 
military wear walks in. Makkah 
knows just the thing he might be 
looking for. She takes out a pair of 
patent leather red, yellow and bur- 
gundy Nike Air Force Ones, embel- 
lished with two Chinese characters 
on each sneaker. Taking a seat, he 
eagerly tries them on. “Aww.” He 
lets out a low wail. The shoes are 
too tight. He sucks his teeth and 
mutters, disappointed. Makkah is 
already on the phone, ordering a 
pair in his size. After the order is | 
complete, they wander over to the | 
lavish brown coat. Makkah smiles | 
and says, “Ya like beavas. Ya like 
fur .. . and it’s only $1,000.” He 
looks at himself in the mirror and 
his face glows with satisfaction. 
“Beavas are mad at me,” he jokes. 
He puts the furry item back upon 
hearing the price. Despite this, the 
coat will sell. Maybe not today. 
Maybe not tomorrow. But it’s only 
a matter of time because “a beava 
neva go outta style.” 


Makkah’s 
Add.: 2444 N. Charles St. 
J] Tel.: (410) 243-4115 
E-mail: makkahsboutique@ 
J yahoo.com 





eeing a large part of 


most. seniors’ sexual 
history come back to 
campus this week- 


end for the alumni re- 
unions made me a bit nostalgic, 
so I recently looked back at my 
first article to see what was go- 


| ing through my mind when I ac- 


cepted this sketchy, sketchy job. 

When I sat down with my 
editors, they gave me the new 
motto: “more hard cock.” Each 
of the readers will have to decide 
for themselves if that one literally 
turned out to be true. But what I 
said in my first column was that 
the main point of a slogan like 
“more hard cock” was to try to 
blend honesty and entertainment 
when talking about sex. A good 
sex column, like good sex, really 
needs both. 

The entertainment side is pret- 
ty self explanatory. Sex is fun if 
you aren’t doing it wrong. The 
trick is knowing that there’s not 
one kind of good 
sex. Sometimes 
there should be 
that great sexual 
tension building 
up over a night — 
other times you 
realize you just 
need to get down 
to business before 





a 
m1 


Looking back on a dirty 
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to ask their partner if they’d be 
down. Candor doesn’t mean you 
need to be lewd, it just means 
knowing what you want and be- 
ing honest enough with another 
person (or couple of people) to 
get the necessary sets of hands, 
toys and other extremities to 
help you out. 

What I’ve wanted achieve over 
past three years of writing is to 
give people some new ideas and 
maybe the balls to bring them to 
someone who’s actually in a posi- 
tion to help them out. 

This is my last column though. 
So now I graduate and go back to 
being yet another short brunette 
in New York City. 

Little known fact: I had no 
interest in originally being the 
sex columnist. Crazy, I know. I 
figure after three years and this 
being my final column I should 
come clean on that one. I was 
sold on the idea by a friend who 
worked at the News-Letter at the 
time. I had no 
idea that over 
the next two 
years people 
who were al- 
luded to in 
the columns 
would be 
proud enough 
to send them 





your roommate baa home to par- 
gets back from JCD Beaton alee ae 
class or you'll people ‘ve 
lose your window i 1 never talked 
oF opponunty, OLGAsic Chemistry {voit b 
Once you real- comfortable 
ize that you don’t enough to 


have to come at the same time 
(although everyone should get 
their turn) and that being able to 
laugh at the complete absurdity 
of most sexual positions is key 
to being able to try all of them at 
least once, sex can really be great 
entertainment. 

Then there’s the honesty side 
of sex. I was the sex ed teacher in 
high school — odd, I know — but 
I learned that you have to take 
the risks of sex seriously. That 
means knowing that not using a 
condom isn’t any moer of an op- 
tion than leaving someone tied 
up to your bed while you go run 
some errands. Both are risks you 
have to weigh. 

The other type of risks, often 
harder to measure, are the ones 
we try to avoid. Being honest 
when is comes to sex means say- 
ing “Do you have a condom?” as 
much as it means saying, “That’s 
an exit hole,” “Faster” or “Get on 
top.” 

More often than not people 
were pretty comfortable stop- 
ping me to talk about a position 
they wanted to try but had yet 
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talk to me about their interest in 
bondage, or that for a good few 
months of my sophomore year, I 
would have to avoid most Wawa 
brothers. It’s been a trip. 

I've written here about what 
entertains me; some weeks it 
was the “interesting” experi- 
ences I had in South America (no, 
not a euphemism for those who 
missed my columns while study- 
ing abroad), other times I was 
dealing with some of my friends’ 
relationship issues. Although 
each of you has a choice for the 
sex column that interested you 
the most, I hope that more often 
than not I lived up to the “more 
hard cock” mandate given to me 
by my original editors. 

Hopefully reading about 
what people are already think- 
ing about, sex, has been a good 
way to let people give a new 
technique a try or at least enter- 
tain you while taking a study 
break at Milton’s. Either way, I 
hope you had fun and are look- 
ing forward to a new columnist 
and still “more hard cock” next 
year. 


It's the last week of class and you still have exams, so soothe your aching mind with utter hotness. Didn't 
have your hotness recognized this year? There's always next year. E-mail: features@jhunewsletter.com 





Name: Dane Gottsch 
Hometown: Backwoodsville, Fla. 
Major: Behavioral Biology 
Year: 2007 


Dane is one debonaire dude. 
This Floridia native knows how 


to get down whether that means — 
“partying or going to D-Level. 
This Behavioral area ma- 


ment: “I randomly break into song 
and dance, a lot.” But don’t be 
misled: Dane's a manly man and 
he has the embarrassing sex story 
to prove it, “Whiskey dick — it hap- 
pens to the best of us.” 

Some things just can’t discour- 
age Dane though, who says that 
his best quality Is “not letting The 
Man get me down.” 

This Kubrick fan says, “You — 
know that scene in A Clockwork 
Orange when he picks up those 
girls at the record store? Well, my 
ideal date goes a lot like that.” 

Dane may seem like an agree-- 


able laid-back guy, buthe hasno 
Sons for unruly follicles. His 


iggest turn off is, “Hair anywhere 
but where it is supposed to be, and 
that is on the top of the head.” 
This 6'2” green- (ecaly is one 


tall drink of man hun 





Here's a girl who can really 
take you out partying until the 
night gets out of hand ridicu- 
lous. But that’s far from all she — 
can do! When you wake up the 
next morning with a cut on your 
leg from who-knows-what, this 
certified nurses aide can mend — 
your wounds! And there's more! — 
That beer you spilled on the car- 


pet? It will be cleaned up right 


away because this neat freak — 


~ “can't concentrate on anything 


if the carpet hasn't been vacu- 
umed.” & Se eet aaa an 


This multi-talented lady 


loves a guy who can make her if 


laugh and isn't afraid to laugh 


at herself. Another thir 


makes her gi 
Healing’ by 
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Witness one-acts expose comedic wit Barnstormers take 


By STEPHANIE YU 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


This past weekend, Witness 
Theater put on its last One-Act 
showcase of the year. The event 
featured five plays written by the 
best and the brightest of Hop- 
kins’ Writing Seminars majors 
(with the exception of Adam Ru- 
ben, the token biology grad stu- 
dent, biochem TA and source of 
roughly 95 percent of Hopkins’ 
comedic entertainment). 

The showcase opened up with 
an intelligent play entitled Heaven 
Sent, speculating about the possi- 
bility of using e-mails to commu- 
nicate with the deceased. It was 
written by Ruben and directed 
by sophomore Margaret Deli and 
senior Loandra Torres. In the play, 
three people on Earth send e- 
mails to people they love, but are 
unaware that they have already 
died and are receiving their letters 
in heaven. Although the dead can- 
not respond (any return e-mails 
comes back in the form of ob- 
noxious spam), they can read the 
messages from their loved ones. 
We follow the endearing stories of 
three different couples who grad- 
ually figure out that their corre- 
spondences are heavily one-sided. 
It is both a smart, contemplative 
look on death as well as a satire on 
the use of emoticons and lexicon 
(“lol,” “ttyl” etc.) in the informa- 
tion age. Ruben succeeds in weav- 
ing a delicate comedy about death, 
careful not to tread too far into the 
potentially overwhelming subject 

of mortality, while at the same 
time not trivializing it. In the end, 
it addresses the importance of re- 
membering and K.LT-ing with the 
dead, even if they can’t hear. 

The second play, “Gone Dad- 
dy Gone” written and directed 
by sophomore Writing Seminars 
major Liz Eldridge, ran like one of 
those rare gems that would creep 
into workshop day for an Intro to 
Fiction and Poetry class. “Gone 
Daddy Gone” is an introspective 
soliloquy, effectively executed by 
senior Charly Stewart, as a name- 
less girl who isn’t afraid to curse 








Junior Dave Haldane consoles freshman Aparna Desai while senior Loandra Torres looks on in the opening play Heavensent. 


or talk about her lovers, but won't 
bring up the most important is- 
sue, never having had a father, 
until the very end of her mono- 
logue. It builds up to a profound 
climax with Stewart throwing 
a question out into a dark void, 
“Who says I need to be taken 
care of?” A stark contrast to the 
witticisms of “Heaven Sent,” this 
powerful piece leaves little room 
for light humor. 

“Science Fiction,” next in the 
Spring showcase lineup, was 
written by sophomore Writing 
Seminars major Sal Gentile and 
directed by freshman Rajiv Mali- 
pudi. Kevin Uy stars as Leonard, 
an aspiring sci-fi writer who tries 
to convince a haughty Barnes and 
Noble employee, Jason Michael 
Maur as George, that he has a 
book entitled “M.D.: Martian Doc- 
tor” about a space alien who ac- 
cidentally finds a cure for cancer. 
The play is a successful comedy, 
managing to get the most laughs 
out of the audience. At times it 
ran similarly to an SNL skit, but 


functioned on a less superficially 
comedic level, poking fun at the 
whole science fiction genre in gen- 
eral with jabs at Michael Crichton’s 
Congo and Jurassic Park. 

Another Ruben play, “The Ar- 
chivist” was performed next. In 
an intimate restaurant scene, a 
nitpicky wife becomes disgrun- 
tled by her husband’s tardiness, 
opening up a whole can of worms 
about their relationship as a whole. 
In retaliation, the husband hires 
an archivist to document and re- 
cord every aspect of their lives so 
they'll never again have to argue 
about how many times who forgot 
to buy whom an anniversary gift. 
Sophomore Jennifer Petsche gives 
a standout performance as the 
wife, nailing her utter exaspera- 
tion down to a tee. “The Archi- 
vist” leaves its audience with the 
moral that sometimes, it’s good to 
forget about the little things. 

The final play “Dear,” written 
by sophomore Writing Seminars 
major Jackie Jennings and di- 
rected by junior Garrett Clark, is 


Film fest highlights the unexpected 


Hopkins hosts a successful festival with a focus on underground, avant garde productions 


CONTINUED FROM Pace B1 
And to say the least, this year’s 
Festival was no exception. 

Over the four clear-weathered 
days of last weekend, almost two 
dozen features hit the Shriver 
screen. To inaugurate the 2006 
Festival on Thursday night, the 
event's staff wheeled out a 35- 
mm film spool of Roman Polan- 
ski’s 1966 psychotic, genre-bend- 
ing thriller Cul-de-Sac. 

So maybe it was a forgone con- 
clusion that the Academy Award- 
winning director, still hiding out 
in Europe to avoid rape charges 
from the 1970s, couldn’t have 


come to introduce his film. 

But Hopkins alumnus Wes 
Craven, another director with 
a famously demonic touch, was 
on hand to introduce the final 
feature on the schedule, a Sun- 
day screening of his 1977 horror 
film The Hills Have Eyes. Who- 
ever said we didn’t have school 





COURTESY OF THE HOPKINS FILM FEST 
Seniors Ed Ruch and Mark Belinsky conducted the film fest. 


spirit? 

At least with these two pre- 
sentations, viewers knew what 
they were getting themselves 
into. The same can’t be said of 
Friday night’s The Heart is De- 
ceitful above All Things, director 
Asia Argento’s story of “a former 
truck stop prostitute, and HIV- 
stricken homeless drug addict,” 
as the Hopkins Film Festival's 
web site nicely put it. Billed as 
“anwatchable” by the Festival, it 
was enough to send some view- 
ers heading for the exits. Which, 
at least, here is just fine. 

“If people are consuming 
thousands _ of 
images __ that 
are accessible, 
anything that 
is unique or 
challenging 
takes people 
by surprise,” 
remarked Be- 
linsky, | who 
described the 
piece as “gor- 
geous, but 
physically as- 
saulting”, “If 
there was more 
of a tradition of 
short films and 
really good 
indie cinema, 
things might 
be different.” 

Indeed, tak- 
ing a blowtorch 
to viewers’ 
complacen- 
cies is not the 
only way to 
go about creat- 
ing an original 
mode of film. 
Perhaps latch- 
ing onto the success of the Bal- 
timore-based documentary The 
Boys of Baraka, films like Balti- 
more Faces and Voices from the 
New American Schoolhouse creat- 
ed their own pictures of life on 
the fringes Maryland society. 

Weighty cultural statements, 
however, should always come 








with a little kick, and if possible, 
some rock music in the back 
ground. Viewers were treated to 
an intimate look at the long-es- 
tranged Pixies in Stephen Cantor 
and Matthew Galkin’s documen- 
tary loudQUIETloud and found 
out what happens when Zombie 
horror, modern malaise, and ‘80s 
nostalgia collide in Ryan Gra- 
ham’s Livelihood. 

But the shorts seemed to be 
the main event, taking to the 
screen early Saturday afternoon. 
In the Eat My Shorts animation 
showcase, every kind of draw- 
ing, sculpting, and scribbling 
style imaginable was brought to 
moving life, while the two live 
action showcases, Shorts and 
Giggles and Shorts Not Bombs, 
were loaded with weighty sub- 
ject matter. That seriousness 
wouldn’t last for long, since 
the afternoon program was fol- 
lowed promptly by Chris Met- 
zler and Jeff Springer’s Plagues 
and Pleasures of the Salton Sea, 
narrated by Baltimore’s resident 
master of muck, John Waters. 

Even the Hopkins Showcase, 
where campus filmmakers could 
tout their DVD-format wares, 
helped to demolish any ponder- 
ous potential that the Festival 
might have had. 

It would be safe to say, the 
seats weren't packed most of the 
time. But the Hopkins Film Fes- 
tival inevitably works best as an 
insider’s weapon, wielded by a 
small staff of campus film aficio- 
nados yet open to anyone smart 
enough to drop by during the 
screenings — which are not only 
free with a J-card, but they also 
trump even the strangest films 
that you might dig up in Video 
Americain. 

If there is any tradition that 
drives the Fest, it is that some- 
body, somewhere, needs to give 
dorm room sex stories and doc- 
umentaries about Irish hobos a 
home. So where is on the table 
for next year? As Belinsky sees it, 
“time will tell. We've left the Fest 
in good hands.” 





a humorous rendition of a defunct 
marriage in which mutual love has 
been substituted by mutual delu- 
sion. Junior Chris Hamel stars 
as Frank, the mundane husband 
who Tivos Antique Roadshow 
marathons. Alongside Hamel is 
Loandra Torres as Jane, the stereo- 
typical discontent housewife who 
wears hair rollers and heavily pat- 
terned bathrobes to breakfast. In 
the opening scenes, Frank leaves 
for work and Jane goes through 
the motions of a wife expecting 
another amorous visitor. What ap- 
pears to be her husband’s replace- 
ment turns out to be a black three 
ring binder with a stack of letters 
addressed to Jimmy Smits from 
NYPD Blue. Frank soon uncovers 
the “affair,” as well as the letters 
to Smits, which have less than 
flattering words to say about his 
profuse sweating (“like a whore in 
church”) and back hair amongst 
other physical flaws. 

Jane eventually leaves Frank to 
find true love with Jimmy Smits. 
However, as soon she leaves we 
soon discover that Frank has a 
binder of his own. Hamel nails 
his last line, a kicker that ties the 
whole play together as a clever, 
witty, bite-sized comedy, “Dear 
Jamie Lee Curtis...go0d news!” In 
addition to the hilarious exchange 
between the couple, the play as 
a whole is delightfully pithy and 
doesn’t waste a single line. 

Witness Theater’s Student 
One-Acts continues to be one of 
the more successful student run 
events of the school year, show- 
casing not only students’ abilities 
to pool their talents to bring one- 
act plays into fruition, but also 
displays their success as writers, 
directors and actors who are able 
to capture a wide range of emo- 
tions that probe the psyche as 
well as guarantee a good laugh. 
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By KATHERINE BREWER 


| The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


Three words sum up the Barn- 


| stormer’s weekend performance 


of Shakespeare’s Troilus and Cres- 
sida: love, war and lesbianism. 


| The story of unsuccessful love 
| in the middle of the Trojan wars, 


directed by graduate student 
Ellwood Wiggins and produced 
by sophomore Jillian Saperstein, 
was turned into a slapstick com- 
edy by the Barnstormers with 
varied results. 

Although the title suggests the 
focus should be on the characters 
Troilus and Cressida, played by 
freshman Bill Fuller and fresh- 
man Holly Caracappa_respec- 
tively, their love story only takes 
up about one third of the play. It is 
overshadowed by the Trojan War 
story, between the Greeks and the 
Trojans and Ulysses’s, played by 
sophomore Justine Wiesinger, at- 


the classics outdoors 


directed well and that they stay in 
one spot too long. 

Freshman Molly Schindler did 
a wonderful job as Thersites, who 
helps narrate the play. Although 
she is described as “deformed” 
in the program, a characteristic 
she did not act, she used the stage 
very well and managed to exude 
a insolent attitude, which fit Ther- 
sites well. 

Ellwood Wiggins filled the 
small role of Priam, King of Troy. 
Heand senior Emily Ethridge, who 
played old Nester, both used their 
character's ages for comedy and 
kept the old age act up through- 
out the show. Other strong perfor- 
mances by freshman Mike Wills 
as nosy Pandarus, senior Aditya 
Madhusudhan as a strong and 
cocky Agamemnon and _fresh- 
man Scott Morse as masculine 
Ajax helped carry the show. Peter 
Lipman also played a very funny 
and silly Achilles, who sat on the 





tempt to make side of the stage 
Achilles return with Patroclus, 
to battle. The * ridiculing much 
cast is large, Three words sum up of what was 


with 23 speak- 
ing actors, and 
it is easy for the 


the Barnstormer’s 
weekend performance 


going on. Lip- 
man’s portrayal 
of Achilles as a 


audience to get : lazy goof wasn't 
lost. of Shakespeare’s Troi- _ slapstick _like 
The Barn- ] Ae inal the rest of the 
stormers clevy- ‘US an ressuad. lOve, comedy in the 
erly separated war and lesbianism. play, but was 
the Greeks endearing, 
from the Tro- which won the 
jans by  cos- audience over. 


tumes. The Greeks wore modern 
military garb, including guns, 
and business outfits, while the 
Trojans wore ancient robes. The 
costumes were creative for the 
small budget production, and 
added to the humor of the show. 
Shakespearean scholars have 
a hard time deciding if Troilus and 
Cressida is a comedy or a tragedy, 
and so do the Barnstormers. Al- 
though the humor worked well 
with the more serious subjects of 
the play, the actors occasionally 
had difficulty switching quickly 
for slapstick to tragedy and it 
weakened some of the play’s most 
heart-breaking moments, such as 
when Cressida finds out she must 
leave Troilus or when Achilles 
sees Patroclus’s, played by a very 
funny graduate student Josh AI- 
vizu, dead body. Sometimes the 
switch from sadness to humor 
was so jilted that the audience 
was unable to laugh or feel sad. 
Bill Fuller wasn’t well cast as 
the tortured lover Troilus. He 
doesn’t exhibit strong emotions 
throughout the play, although his 
character experiences the most 
love and lost out of all the charac- 
ters. His scenes with Holly Cara- 
cappa’s Cressida had little spark, 
which was worsened by the fact 
that their movements were not 


The play also contained a ex- 
tended makeout scene between 
Helen and Paris, both played by 
women, junior Danielle Sarina 
Haber and sophomore Lisa Carey 
respectively. A song sung by Wills 
is completely overshadowed by 
the lesbian make-out scene behind 
him, which seemed to be the au- 
dience’s favorite part of the show. 
Haber played a seductive Helen 
and she and Carey had better 
chemistry than Fuller and Cara- 
cappa and both gave strong per- 
formances as the famous couple. 

The location of the play, the up- 
per quad in front of the library, 
was a problem for sound and stag- 
ing. Although Shakespeare out- 
side is charming and the weather 
was beautiful, the stage was set 
up poorly, with chairs on three 
sides of the stage, so actors often 
had their backs to at least part of 
the audience. Sound carried poor- 
ly and some of the actors did not 
speak loud enough, which made 
the story line hard to follow. 

A moderately sized crowd gath- 
ered for the only regular perfor- 
mance of Shakespeare on campus, 
and, with such beautiful weather, 
the Barnstormers put on an enjoy- 
able show. Hopefully the Spring 
Shakespeare tradition at Hopkins 
will continue and expand. 





AllNighters prove their stamina in concert 


By ASHLEY WIETSMA 
The Johns Hopkins News-Letter 


There were rounds of thun- 
derous applause, brightly paint- 
ed signs covered in hearts and 
piercing screams from flustered 
girls who were practically cry- 
ing in delight: The AllNighters’ 
spring concert was Hopkins’ 
version of a ‘90's boy band show. 
The all-male a cappella group per- 
formed their annual spring con- 
cert this past Saturday to a rowdy 
crowd in Mudd Auditorium. The 
16 strapping young men in their 
signature ties and vests were 
soaked up the energy from the 
audience. 

The AllNighters have been 
wooing female crowds since 1992. 
Their numbers have been steadily 
increasing over the years, accord- 
ing to senior James Clark, who 
serves as the group’s president. 
This year the group was lucky to 
get four new, very talented mem- 
bers: sophomore Steve Dunay, and 
freshmen Alejandro De Simone, 
Paulo Farqui, and John Jorgenson. 
Clark is happy to say that they pull 
in the best male voices every year. 
“You won't see a down year for the 
AllNighters anytime soon.” Every 
member is fully dedicated to the 
group, persevering through sev- 
en hours of practice once a week 
except for weeks prior to perfor- 





mances. Then it’s “Hell Week,” 
with totals upwards of 25 hours 
of exhausting practice, which for 
many results in laryngitis. Their 
dedication shines through in the 
uality of the performance and 
their positive energy. ‘ 
It is tradition for JHU a cappella 
groups to invite another college's 
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The AllNighters performed mainstream pop hits like the Killers’ “Mr. Brightside.” 


vocal group as their opening act; 
however, the AllNighters were 
turned down not once, not twice, 
but about 200 times. The other 
groups were occupied with ei- 
ther their own concerts or final 
exams. The lovely ladies of the 
Sirens, Hopkins’ female a cappella 
CONTINUED ON Pace B7 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT _ ary Were ad Dig dees PHS ss 


(lean-cut crooners make the girls swoon New Vibes 


CONTINUED FROM Pace B6 | f | Built to Spill BUILT SPILL 
a ee ; : Q You in Reverse 
red accents. The girls performed 

‘Warner Brothers 
‘April 11, 2006 


four songs including “Real Love” 
by Mary J. Blige and “Kiss Me” 
by Sixpence None the Richer. 
The highlight was definitely 
their rendition of “More to Life” | RS eae 
originally sung by Stacie Orrico. wal aa : sae Sabon! me 
Freshman Gina Hermogeno led | nee eee wee Aaa 
the song with her amazing voice aia a es Dae 
that could challenge most of to- ae nas oe ban ee 
Bical fncirupcaning ae trademark “dreamy rock land- catchy vocals, as adored in past 
eh cies de ay oe es and amp them up, creating songs like “Car” and “The Weath- 
the. AllNigl ea a ae sR, Hoodies and er,” certain tracks stand out. Track 
Geren eee overall more powerful album. three, “Liar,” has one of the more 
Se a oe t The difference isclearfromthe infectious vocal choruses, as does 
itis, often | very first track, “Goin’ Against the following track, “Saturday,” 
| Your Mind,” which kicks in but they are also a bit slower 
| with a fast-paced drumbeat that paced, or at least more pensive. 
sounds more like the opening to A good mix of vocal melody 
| a post-punk song. and speed is “Conventional 
As soon as the guitars buzz Wisdom,” which combines the 
| in, though, it is evident that this swinging buzz of Built to Spill s 
is Built to Spill at their best. For guitar lines with Martsch’s ap- 





You in Reverse 





the beginning of the semester, 
each member brought in two to 
three songs to practice. After lis- 
tening to every song, votes were 
cast and the top ten were cho- 





sen. The members arrange the 
music themselves, breaking the sap OE ata DOMINIQUE LIEU/NEWS-LETTER 





song into parts for tenor I & IL, The AllNighters are the only all-male @ cappel/a group on campus, and they are out to seduce the ladies once again this year. | the most part, vocalist/guitarist pealing vocals, all at a high-en- 
baritone and bass. Clark proud- | Doug Martschuseshis guitarriffs ergy pace. 
ly boasted of the musical talent ody. The song blew the crowd and “Fair” by Remy Zero. Their _ sacrificing time from academics, | to create the bulk of his melody, Impressively, Built to Spill has 
within the group especially in away, including the visiting duetin “Fair” was beautiful; they other extracurricular activities | as he does on many other tracks. been able to expand the range of 
the newest members. AllNighters’ alumni, whose re- perfectly complimented each and even relationships. | This isn’t to any disadvantage their traditional sound without 
: The group opened with sponse of “Holy s***” projected other without overpowering one Freshman Paulo Farqui said, | though, since his solos and sonic introducing elements or instru- 
NOFX's “Mediocore,” with so- through the silent room at the another. “The AllNighters are really big | explorations are each impressive ments that would detract from 
los from Clark and junior Jaan end of the song. It would have The AllNighters were not on tradition, and I hope to keep | and, simply put, kick ass. their previous sound. You In 
Rannik who also serves as the been smart if they had ended on necessarily seen as Hopkins’ that going in my years here.” | Onanalbum like thisitishard Reverse is definitely one of their 
group’s musical director. After the high note of this song. strongest a capella group. This One thing is for certain, they | to find the stand-out tracks, since best albums in a while: classic 
this humorous song, the boys got Both Clark and Dunay shone last concert may change that will continue their tradition | so many are well-crafted and ge- Built to Spill for fans to explore 
right down to business with “The out above the rest in their songs opinion. They spent countless of making the Hopkins girls | nius in their own way. In search- and blow their minds to. 
Luckiest” by Ben Folds. Sopho- “Down” by Something Coporate late nights practicing together, swoon. | ing for some of Built to Spill’s — William Parschalk 


more Sam Anderson led the song 
with his very soft, baritone voice. 
Sophomore Chris King’s version 
of The Killers’ “Mr. Brightside” 


vos veiigene owtatvine te Peabody Qrchestra demonstrates versatility 











Goo Goo Dolls 
See were too over- Let Love In 


Freshman Alejandro De Sim- | By WHITNEY SHAFFER On the Town. In the beginning of de Deux,” the ensemble showed Warner Brothers 


one had solos in both “Creep” | The Johns Hopkins News-Letter the first dance, “The Great Lover,” a better grasp of Bernstein’s lush 
by Radiohead and “Pardon Me” | the orchestra swung between var- _ orchestrations. The trumpet and | A 1 25 20 06 
by Incubus. He may not be their | The Peabody Concert Orches- ied extremes of unified movement English horn solos in this move- | pri 1 


THE GOO GOO DOLLS /LET LOVE IN 


strongest soloist, but his voice | tra performed their last concertof to a loose, almost frenetic style _ ment remained particularly true | 
is well suited for these slower, | the 2005-2006 season last Friday, which made me uncomfortable to the overall sense of the dance. Four years since the release of 
intense songs. Other songs in | April 28, and they finished offin and afraid that the upper string The final dance, “Times Square: | Gutterflower, the Goo Goo Dolls 
their setlist included “All Those | style. Their program, while not section may have lost the rest of 1944,” opened with a brazen, | have returned with their tenth 
Days Are Gone” by Jump, Little | coherent in style or substance, re- the orchestra altogether. Thanks jazzy clarinet solo, which acted | studio album, Let Love In, a mu- 
Children and “Shiver” by Cold- | mained entertaining and a great _ to the strong performances of the as a perfect counterpoint to the | sically lush work with several ra- 
play. The highlight of the per- | way to spend a Friday night. soloists in the wind section the or- slower second dance. dio-worthy tracks. Listening to way to see again, is to let love in.” 
formance was their rendition of The orchestra, under the direc- chestra became anchored, which After a series of rousing ap- | Let Love In reflects the apparent Another notable track is “Better 
Imogen Heap’s “Hide and Seek,” | tion of Edward Polochick, opened helped the ensemble move into plauses, a smaller ensemble change of style of the band. Un- Days,” made popular before the 
an extremely difficult song to | the concert with Leonard Bern- a sonorous second dance. In this moved into what seemed like | like the past albums, this record release of this album, is a prayer 





sing because of its unclear mel- | stein’s Three Dance Episodes from second dance, “Lonely Town: Pas more comfortable territory, that | is laid-back as a whole, lacking for love and tolerance in a bleak 
of Haydn’s Symphony No.103 in | the fast_tempo rock songs the world. 
E-Flat, “Drum Roll.” Before the | earlier albums incorporated. The It’s apparent the Goo Goo 


opening, Polochick made a curi- | tighter, smoother choruses de- Dolls were striving for musi- 
ous decision: nearly right after his | liver a more atmospheric rather cal fineness to accompany their 
entrance and acknowledgement | than rocked out feel. moving lyrics in “Let Love In.” 
of the audience, he began the first The album eases into the lis- More instruments and effects 
movement, an “Adagio; Allegro | tener with two songs sure to be are used, coating the songs more 
con spirito.” The quick, disjointed | big radio hits. “Stay With You,” deeply than ever before. 

start was a bit of shock, and while | one of the album’s more amped- Many Doll fans feel that this 
it had also occurred before the | up songs, delivers uplifting beats album is too laid back at first; 
beginning of “On the Town,” the | resonating with its strong melo- however, it tends to grow and 
lack of space between applause | dies, which greatly demonstrates reward those who stick with 
and the first note was far more | the Goo Goo Dolls at their musi- it. This new soothing album 
shocking when the piece began | cal heights. is a deep journey for both the 
at a much softer level than Bern- “Let Love In” incorporates ears and heart of the listener. 
stein’s piece. While this sudden | strong acoustic guitar accompa- Sure to become a crowd-pleaser 
start may have affected the audi- | nied by fuzzy bass tones,empha- throughout the year, Let Love In 
ence, the orchestra remained un- | sizing the lyrics that are sure to __ will attract fans and new listen- 
fazed, and the opening flute and | make your heart ache: “The only _ ers alike. 

oboe blended and complemented | way we'll feel again, the only — Hao Min Pan 

the strains of the first movement, 
signaling a chance for the rest of 
the orchestra, especially the string 
section, to relax for a bit after the i 
acrobatics of “On the Town.” The Br uce S pr In GS- 
rest of the Symphony was marked 
with the same capable, if not teen 


slightly auto-pilot, playing. 
After intermission, the string We Shall Over- 
section performed Samuel Bar- 


ber’s “Adagio for Strings.” Here, | COME: The 


from a deep stillness, an initially : 
plaintive, progressively resonant 

sound emerged from the strings. Seeger Sessions 
The “Adagio,” to me, was the 
piece in the program that high- Son 








lighted both the virtuosic talents : 
of the strings but equally laid April hay 2006 rary in liveliness and urgency. 
bare where the orchestra might Performed live in Springs- 


want to journey for next year’s In We Shall Overcome: The teen’s house with a full band, 


a 
program. While the violas had an | Seeger Sessions, Bruce Springs- the selection of songs range from 
entrancing ability to recall voices | teen’s Pete Seeger tribute album, protest pieces such as “Eyes on 
singing, and the whole ensemble | songs from the canon of Ameri- the Prize” and “We Shall Over- 
was capable of moments of pro- | can folk are given new vibrancy come” to staples of everyone’s 
ducing transcendent sonorous | and relevance by one of Ameri- childhood like “Erie Canal.” Part 


light, the build-up and churning | ca’s rock and roll greats. Spring- of the excitement of listening to 
of emotions inherent in the writ- | steen’s nostalgia and respect for this album is in the act of redis- 


n 
ing of “Adagio for Strings,” was | Seeger, the epitome of Ameri- covering Seeger, embraced in its 
just not translated inside the or- | cana, is evident in his commit- _ folksiness while simultaneously 
chestra, and as a result, through- | ment to the essence of the folk invigorated with a new energy. 
out the piece. tradition. Nevertheless, in his The selection of songs dem- 


After the emotional exhaustion | first album written by someone _ onstrates Springsteen’s nuanced 
inherent in any performance of | other than himself, Springsteen understanding of American folk 


“Adagio for Strings,” the orches- | does not attempt to be a mere music in its incorporation of var- 
tra switched gears to a rousing | actor and replicate Seeger. ied musical traditions including 
romantic crowd-pleaser, Ottorino Springsteen’s distinctive blues, bluegrass, gospel, Dixie- 
Respighi’s “Pines of Rome.” The | throaty intonation is proud- land and even rock and roll. 


piece was an exercise in tonal con- | ly present here, standing in The songs in all their beauty 
trasts, and here the full orchestra | marked contrast to the clar- and elegance approach the peak 
was at its best. The subdued string | ity and smoothness of Seeger’s _ of perfection, making this album 
passages and muted trumpet calls | voice. His voice resonates pow- of classics a classic in its own 


a 
in the second and third move- | erfully in both the enthusiatic right. However, the greatness of 
ments were ancipatory of the full, | anthems as well as in the pen- We Shall Overcome is potentially 
a loud march of the last movement, | sive ones, at times reminiscent negative for Springsteen and 


which featured a brass ensemble | of a younger Bob Dylan. Seeger, as it is perhaps Springs- 
in the balcony of Friedberg Con- Springsteen’s unique pres-  teen’s best album and simultane- 
cert Hall, responding to the en- | ence serves not to denigrate the ously better than anything that 
semble’s joyous tones that uplifted | authenticity of the music, but Seeger created himself. 

and delighted the audience to a | rather to enhance it from ancient 

well-deserved standing ovation. relics to tunes that are contempo- — Alex Traum 
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NON-FILIVIMAKERS LOVE FILM TOO! . 


GUEST HOST SCREENINGS: 
Branford Marsalis hosts The Scent of Green Papaya 








FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED IN MARYLAND SiNCE 1999! ** 
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Guage! ner ee on CUBES FOR KABOBS | BEEF ROUND 
SILENT FILM : RUMP ROAST $ 
The Eagle (starring Rudolph Valentino) with $@79 Ib Gees BONELESS es 349 3. 
live music by Alloy Orchestra vem fh BEEF CHUCK ; 
A CLASSIC REVISITED GROUND PATTIES FLANKEN STYLE....... 499 LB 
$ 
54,99 lb (BONE 022 2 Sete 4" 
yg 3 aia ab toes E 
THEY'RE COMING: LACE-UP CHEF SHOES 
MORE FILMMAKERS for Chet N.Y. STRIP & 
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SHOP TODAY! BEEF LOIN 2 
VEGETARIANS T-BONE NI 
: , | / WELCOME! 99 
Dou't Miss Out! $79 
"We canya fullline of 


C’MOWN! BE A FRIEND! Friends of 
the Festival memberships start at $50. 
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**No exclamation points were spared during the making of this ad!! 
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Aries: (March 21 - April 19) 
Peace on Earth is a nice idea, in 
theory. But really, don’t you want 
something to watch on the news 
every night? 


Libra: (Sept. 23 - Oct. 22) 

More and more you find yourself 
crying in front of the mirror. Maybe 
you should stop chopping onions 
after getting out of the shower. 
Scorpio: (Oct. 23 - Nov. 21) 
Painful injuries are no 
nH laughing matter. This week, smell 
a flower, it will make you feel bet- 
ter. Unless a dog peed on it. 





Taurus: (April 20 - May 20) 

Out like a fat kid in dodgeball. 
That's a funny image. This week 
hope you're not fat, so you won't 
get outin dodgeball. 


groin 






Gemini: (May 21 - June 20) 
Bitches are female dogs. In the 
coming week you will attain en- 
lightenment through hours locked 
in your room tripping on acid. 


Sagittarius: (Nov. 22 - Dec. 21) 
Suffering happens. Like today, I 
stubbed my toe, but you don’t hear 
me whining. News-Letter says: 
Suck it up and get on the train. | 














Cancer: (June 21 - July 22) 

See that guy who's been staring at 
you all semester? He doesn’t think 
you're cute. He’s what we call a 
stalker. 

Leo: (July 23 - Aug. 22) 

You will fantasize about the snail 
in the Sculpture Garden tonight. 
Tomorrow the HopCops will come 
and take you away. 


Capricorn: (Dec. 23 - Jan. 19) 

Ina few days you will find out that 
puppies don’t taste nearly as cute 
as they look. Don’t worry: They 
still make good rugs. 
Aquarius; (Jan. 20 - Feb. 18) 

“The World is a Vampire” used to 
be a popular song, but who listens 
to Smashing Pumpkins anymore? 
Only mall goths, that’s who. 
Pisces: (Feb. 19 - March 20) 

Fall down on your face today. Af- 
ter the pain subsides, take heart 
in knowing that no one probably 
saw. Oh wait, yeah they did. 










66 6 @ 







Virgo: (Aug. 23 - Sept. 22) 

For all the work you've done this 
semester, do you think it was 
worth it? If not, you should prob- 
ably just crawl ina hole. 








Wasted Ink 


by Nate Min 








Oh my God! 












| I control my own fate, 
and nothing you say will 
make me think otherwise 







ves lam. 


~. 





| 
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Pick and Muffin by Raffi Wartanian 
and Chris Chuang 


Ahhhil Why didn’t 
you tell me there 
were sharks in this 
bucket?!?! | 


ene adventures of 


FP z CKe& rand Muffin 
Wi /hi beat 


stumbletacross | 
Hey Muffin, 


a bucket 
I'm gonna go take 
a swim in this bucket 
of water. f. 


Well, you know 
what they say 
about buckets 


OH GOD, 


WHY AREN'T 
YOU HELPING 
ME? I?! 12121 
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NEXT WEEK: 
Reconstructive surgery! 


Yearbook Confessions by William Parschalk 





Geez luh-wheeze, 
look at that haircut! 
What, was your barber 
completely blind!? 

It looks like the 
tip of my manhood. 








Hey man, lay off him. 
At least it’s not as bad 
as your whack-ass 
white turtleneck. 


Oh yeah, this from 
a guy whose upper 
lip looks like the legs 
of an ant. 


Up yours, jerk. 





CARTOONS, ETC. _ 
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|-Podz 
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hell is going on here? 
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Comicali 


Summer Vacation! 


(Or Lack Thereof...) 


So I’m interning at the 
Drug Processing Dept. of Merck 
from May 15th - August 30th, 





M-Sa, 10 hrs/day 
Pretty awesome, 


he last column of the 

year is always diffi- 

cult to write. It’s my 

responsibility to pro- 

vide you, the reader, 
with some sort of grand finale to 
the school year, some way of pro- 
viding much-needed closure, an 
epic literary gesture that ties up 
all the loose ends into one final 
and comprehensive encapsula- 
tion of the past eight months. Of 
course, I’m not really going to do 
that, because let’s face it: I don’t 
really give a crap. 

I thought for a while about 
what to write this week. Origi- 
nally I was going to write School- 
house Rock-style songs about the 
political process, but apparently 
nothing rhymes with “jingoist 
pricks,” so I gave that up. I con- 
sidered writing about my sexual 
exploits, but then I remembered 
that my articles need to be at least 
50 words and can’t contain more 
than three references to Rose- 
anne Barr. So, instead, I’m going 
to share a few final thoughts with 
you, a bunch of irrelevant ideas 
and observations that, for some 
reason or another, haven't found 
a home in any of my other col- 
umns this year. Probably because 
they’re stupid. 


Thought #1: Bringing back the 
biblical use of the word “know.” 


You're all familiar with this, 
I'm sure ... those parts in the Bi- 
ble where it says something like 
“Abraham knew his wife,” but 
what it really means is “Abraham 
totally nailed his wife,” except 
they can’t say that because it’s not 
very holy to nail someone. Well, 
at least not for Jews. 

Anyway, | think it’s about time 
we brought this definition back 
into common use. Imagine the 
conversations you could have, 
hanging out with your friends at 
a local bar: 

Guy #1; Dude, see that girl 
over there? 

Guy #2: Yeah, what about her? 

Guy #1: Dude, I'm totally gon- 
na know that chick. 

Guy #2; What? 

Guy #1; I'm gonna know her 
so hard. Like, in the butt. 

Guy #2: Dude, you've changed. 
I thought I knew you. 


Damn... my new |-Podz makes 
me feel so gangstir. Hot digz. 


Generation 546757 


| You're just jealous, you fool!!! 


Whatever, | got class. Put 
that away or you'll be late 
too. 


NY 


What? Big nipples? What the 


My I-Podz is supposed to 
get mad females up in huurrr. 


Bg 





by Eric Chung 












After class... 









What about you? 


Son, check my new I-Podz. I’m so cool with 
it, don’t you think? 


w7, 


Hey, check out my sweet 
|-Podz. 







A) 


Dude, don’t put your earbuds in your 
damn shirt. They look like huge nipples. 


Uhhm...| guess youre cool now but 
sooner or later those things make 
you look retarded, 


_— 


















What the... you have bigger 
nipples than me!! 


m2) 
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by Joseph Micali 


Sheeeeeeet, son! 


I'm gonna try to beat both 





Guy #1: You WHAT? 


Thought #2: Sodexho is going to 
kill us all. 


Think about it: you’re a food 
service worker at a major univer- 
sity. You get constant complaints 
from the student body about how 
crappy your food is. You've just 
learned that the university is go- 
ing to change food services next 
year, and you don’t know if you'll 
be allowed to keep your job. What 
would you do? 

If your answer was “put rat 
poison in the food,” you're cor- 
rect. That’s what any reasonable 
cafeteria worker would do. How- 
ever, this is obviously bad for us, 


att Diamond 
One Fry Short 


the students, who don't really 
want to die (this is an example 
of what Freud called the “life 
instinct”). It’s also not fair, since 
it’s not our fault; the Hopkins 
administrators are the ones who 
hired Sodexho in the first place 
(this is an example of what Freud 
called the “death instinct”). So, I’d 
like to make a public plea to any 
Sodexho employees who may be 
reading this column: Please, do 
NOT put rat poison in our food 
... or at least not more than you 
normally put in, which, by my es- 
timate, is probably a considerable 
amount. Thank you. 


Thought #3: When you're at the 
Peabody Conservatory, don’t insult 
people’s chosen instruments. 


So I’m making small talk with 
this girl in one of my Peabody 
classes, and I ask her what in- 
strument she plays. 

_ She says, “Oh, I play the bas- 
soon,” © 

Here’s what I could’ve said: 
“Oh, that’s interesting. I’m sure 
that playing the bassoon must 
be a very rewarding experience. 
Please, tell me more about this in- 
strument which you're obviously 
very passionate about.” 


Final Fantasy Vil and IX 
in one week. 


Rejected columns resurrected for a day 


Here’s what I actually said: 
“Hahahahahahahahaha, oh man. 
That sucks.” 

Apparently this is a good way 
to piss off a bassoonist. To be fair, 
though, she looked like Roseanne 
Barr. 


Thought #4: Coffee can do no 
wrong. Unless it’s coffee soda. 


I've become a pretty big fan of 
coffee lately. At first I just needed 
it for the caffeine boost, but then 
it became something more than 
that. Coffee made me feel cool, 
like those cowboys in the ciga- 
rette ads. I mean, sure, I wasn’t re- 
ally a cowboy; I was a Starbucks- 
guzzling yuppie bitch. But I was 
a cool Starbucks-guzzling yuppie 
bitch, dammit. And fine, maybe I 
herded cattle a few times. 

Recently, a lot of strange stuff 
has been going on in the world of 
coffee. The first sign was the ap- 
pearance of coffee-flavored chew- 
ing gum. This stuff is actually 
pretty good, and it’s useful for all 
those times when you're thinking: 
“Man, I really want to chew gum, 
but I can’t drink coffee while I’m 
chewing gum, and I definitely 
don’t want to stop drinking cof- 
fee. At any point. Ever.” 

Never one to miss a trend, 
Coca-Cola jumped on the coffee 
bandwagon with their new cof- 
fee-coke hybrid, Coke Blak. When 
I first heard about Coke Blak, I 
was optimistic. I thought this 
drink would signal the dawn of 
a new era of refreshments, some 
kind of Messianic beverage age. I 
was so ready to love Coke Blak, I 
really was. And then I decided to 
try it. This was what some people 
like to call a “mistake.” 

But hey, everyone makes mis- 
takes. Coke made a mistake when 
they decided to sell Coke Blak, I 
made a mistake when I decided 
to try it, John Wilkes Booth made 
a mistake when he jumped out 
of the presidential box and broke 
his leg. Good thinking there, 
John. Next time you shoot a poli- 
tician, bring a goddamn ladder. 
Like any normal person would. 

In conclusion, Roseanne Barr. 
The end. . 

Matt Diamond is a knowledge 
addict and can be contacted at mdia- 
mond@jhu.edu. 


\ 
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This Saturday, May 6, the 
band Say Anything will be 
| performing at Fletcher's Bar. 
| Listen to “Admit It!” and you'll 
know Say Anything is the fu- 
ture of rock and roll. Big state- 
ment I know, but their debut 
| album, ...Is a Real Boy, backs it 
| up. With song topics such as a 
| young couple's love during the 
Holocaust, a man watching his 
two cats fight and the disen- 
franchisement of independent 
bands, Say Anything’s Max 
Bemis is a lyrical and musical 
genius, but also a troubled ge- 
nius. 

Afflicted with social anxi- 
ety disorder, Bemis had to take 








several breaks (aka asylum stays) 
while creating his magnum opus. 
Now, Say Anything emerges as 
an unstoppable force in a scene 
where every band is merely a 
replication of a replication. An 
excerpt from “The Futile” says 
it all: “Eat, sleep, f*** and flee; 
in four words, that’s me.” These 
songs are blunt and full of raw 
emotion. They don’t hide behind 
metaphors. They tell the truth 
and tell it straight. They tell the 
story of a struggling band trying 
to make it in the industry on their 
own terms. 

Max Bemis epitomizes the 
position of a frontman. Say Any- 
thing is his concept, his dream. 


COURTESY OF HTTP//WWW.MTV.COM 
Singer/songwriter Max Bemis of Say Anything and his band will play Fletcher's Bar with The Bled and The Sleeping Doors this Friday. 


Say Anything speaks of greatness 





These are his words and his 

songs, and pardon my bias, but 
Say Anything is the best thing 
to come out of the indie-emo-alt 
rock genre in this decade thus 
far. Max Bemis is a modern-day 
Bob Dylan, giving us a direct so- 
cial commentary on the times. 

I could praise Say Anything 
for an eternity, but I'll let you 
decide. All you need to know is 
that an epic album leads to epic 
performances. The band will be 
headlining with support from 
The Bled and The Sleeping. 
Doors open at 6 p.m. Tickets 
will be $10. ° 


— Joe Micali 











Performing Arts 


Thursday, May 4 


7:30 p.m. Peabody Renaissance 
Ensemble will be performing at 
the Griswold Hall of the Peabody 
Institute. Tickets are $8 for stu- 
dents with ID. For more informa- 
tion go to http://www.peabodyjhu. 
edu. 


8 p.m. “One Monkey Don’t Stop 
No Show” will be performed by 
the JHU Dunbar Baldwin Hughes 
Theater Company at the Swirnow 
Theater. The play is a farce remi- 
niscent of Moliere, about an old 
nightclub owner who has passed 
away and left his country-bred 
daughter two-thirds of the club. 
His partner can stay on, but only 
if he assumes legal guardianship 
of the daughter, an attractive 
woman with a strong will and 
some ideas of her own. Tickets 
are $5 for general admission and 
$3 for students. For more infor- 
mation call (410) 516-2224. 


Friday, May 5 


5:45 p.m. Peabody at Homewood 
Concert Series presents The Delo- 
rean String Quartet, performing 
works by Hayden, Schubert and 
Beethoven. Reservation required. 


MARK MEHLINGER/NEWSLETTER 
Junior Sapna Rohra dances as part of JOSH, who will perform this Sat. in Shriver Hall. 


For more information go to http:// 
www.peabody.jhu.edu. 


8 p.m. Sirens, Hopkin’s all-fe- 
male a cappella group, will per- 
form their spring show in the 
Schafler Auditorium in Bloom- 
berg. This is a free event. For 
more information e-mail jhusi- 
rens@gmail.com. 


Saturday, May 6 


8 p.m. JOSH, Hopkins’ Indian 
dance group, presents their 
spring performance in Shriver 
Auditorium. This is a free event. 
For more information e-mail 
agupta15@jhu.edu. 


8 p.m. The Mental Notes, a Hop- 
kins a cappella group, will play for 
their spring concert in Schafler 
Auditorium in Bloomberg. This 
is a free event. For more infor- 
mation e-mail mentalnotes@gmail. 
com. 


8 p.m. The Peabody Concert Or- 
chestra will perform at Friedberg 
Hall at the Peabody Conserva- 
tory. Tickets range from $8 to $18. 
For more information go to http:// 
www.peabody.jhu.edu. 


Sunday, May 7 


3 p.m. Homewood Arts will 


sponsor the first annual double 
degree concert for students with 
both Johns Hopkins and Peabody 
degrees. This is a free event. For 


THE JOHNS Hopkins NEws-LETTER 


CALENDAR. 


more information contact the | 
Homewood Arts Program at (410) | 


516-2224 


7 p.m. The West End String Quar- 
tet of Hartford, Conn. will be 
performing a variety of works by 
Barber, Beethoven and Copland, 
along with a new piece by Bal- 
timore composer Ruby Fulton, 
which is sponsored by the Amer- 
ican Composers Forum Encore 
Grant, supporting repeat perfor- 
mances of new works. Sunday, 
May 7, 7 p.m. Mount Vernon 
Place United Methodist Church, 
10 E. Mount Vernon Place, (410)- 
685-5290. Free admission. 


Wednesday, May 10 


6:45 p.m. The Center for Afri- 
cana Studies will sponsor Rap 
Sessions in Levering Lobby. For 
more information e-mail mcdon@ 
jhu.edu. 














MOVIE OPENING 


Mission: Impossible II! 


Movie debuting at the AMC Towson Theater this Friday 
Showtimes: 10:45 a.m., 1:30 p.m., 4:20 p.m., 7:15 p.m, 
and 10:15 p.m. 
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Campus Events 


Thursday, May 4 


5:30 p.m. The Association for 
Computing Machinery is host- 
ing a screening of Clerks in 
Mudd Auditorium. The ACM 
is offering free pizza. For more 
information e-mail rincebrain@ 
gmail.com. 


6 p.m. SAC General Meeting will 
take place in the Mattin Center 
room 161. For more information 
e-mail sacexec@jhu.edu. 


Friday, May 5 


1 p.m. APL Colloquim presents 
“The Arab struggle for Democ- 
racy in the Middle East,” by Pro- 
fessor Barry Rubin. This lecture 
discusses the base of support 
for or against democracy in the 
Middle East. This is a free event 
taking place in the Parsons Au- 
ditorium in the Applied Physics 
Laboratory. 


4:30 p.m. The JHSPH Happy Hour 
will take place in the Bloomberg 
building in East Baltimore in the 
first floor student lounge. This 
free event is sponsored by The 
Insoluble Fraction and the Bio- 
chemistry and Molecular Biology 
Social Group. 


5 p.m. The National Aquarium 
in Baltimore offers a discounted 
admission of $5 every Friday af- 
ter 5 p.m. The discounted admis- 
sion is a great deal, so don’t pass 
it up! Even if you have been to the 
aquarium before, head down to 
check out the new dolphin show. 
For more information, including 
hours of operation, group dis- 
counts and directions, call (410) 
567-3845. 


7:30 p.m. Belly dancing group 
Egyptian Sun presents Carni- 
vale: A Celebration of Bellydance. 
The event will also feature music 
from a band, Raquay and the 
Cavemen. For more information 
e-mail egyptiansunbd@gmail.com. 


8 p.m. The Maryland Space Grant 
Observatory located in Bloom- 
berg offers you a free chance to 
look at the solar system with its 
telescopes, weather permitting. 
Call (410) 516-6525 for weather 
updates and observing con- 
ditions before you hike up to 
Bloomberg. 


8 p.m. Friday Night Films hosts a 
screening of Mr. and Mrs. Smith, 
a movie about a married couple 
who hide their secret identities 
as assassins from each other, 
only to be given their spouse as 
their next target. The movie will 
be shown at Mudd Hall. Admis- 
sion is $2. For more informa- 
tion contact Zarrah Keshwani at 
zkeshwal@jhu.edu. 


8 p.m. The Buttered Niblets, Hop- 








COURTESY OF HTTP//WWWMOVIEBOX SE 
Tom Cruise and Philip Seymour Hoffman star in this thriller as spy Ethan (Cruise) is 
forced back into action against his newest and toughest nemesis (Hoffman). 


kins’ comedy improv group, will 
perform in Arellano Theatre. This 
is a free event. For more informa- 
tion, contact the Buttered Niblets 


at (410) 516-2224. 


10 p.m. Coffee Grounds takes place 
every Friday night in the Mattin 
Center Silk Road Cafe. Come out 
for the free Krispy Kreme dough- 
nuts and coffee, and stay for the 
fun evening activity. 


Saturday, May 6 


10 a.m. The Black Faculty and 
Staff Association of The Johns 
Hopkins University will spon- 
sor the second annual African- 
American Book Festival, “Telling 
Our Stories ... Our Way.” There 
will be 25 different authors read- 
ing and discussing their works 
throughout the day. For more in- 
formation contact Anita Norton 
at (410) 516-2393. 


1 p.m. APTT is sponsoring the 
Annual Relax Fair. There will be 
free food, music and massages. 
For more information e-mail 
aptt@jhu.edu. 


2 p.m. The Evergreen House is 
sponsoring Scultpures at Ever- 
green. This showcases ten sculp- 
tures specifially designed for the 
Evergreen House. This is a free 
event. For more information call 
(410) 516-0341. 


7 p.m. Kappa Alpha Theta pres- 
ents Rock the Casa, a battle of the 
bands. Admission is $5 and all 
proceeds go to charity. For more 
information go to http://www.jhu. 
edu/theta. 


Monday, May 8 


6:30 p.m. A SAC General Meet- 
ing will take place in the Mat- 
tin Center room 161. For more 
information e-mail sacexec@jhu. 


edu. 


Tuesday, May 9 


6:30 p.m. Free massages will be 
given at the HopStop. For more 
information call Savithri Raja at 
(410) 516-8209 or e-mail her at sav- 
ithriv@jhu.edu. 


7:30 p.m. A Student Council 
General Meeting will convene 
at the Shriver Hall Board Room. 
For more information contact 
senior Atin Agarwal at stucco@ 
jhu.edu. 


Wednesday, May 10 


1 p.m. Pre-Professional Advising 
will sponsor an AMCAS Essay 
Writing Workshop for personal 
essays. The workshop will take 
place in the Great Hall in Lever- 
ing. For more information call 
(410) 516-6744. 


Thursday, May 11 


6 p.m. SAC General Meeting will 
take place in the Mattin Center 
room 161. For more information 
send an e-mail to sacexec@jhu. 
edu. 





Students at Hopkins have 
a tendency to barricade them- 
selves in the library or in the 
HUT when finals start get- 
ting closer. Well, before you 
go ahead and find your favor- 
ite cubicle on D-Level, make 
some time for one last outing. 
And what better way to take 





off some of the stress than to- 


laugh? 
If you want to laugh, (and 
really, who doesn’t?), head over 


the Buttered Niblets’ Improv 


Show this Friday. The Buttered 
Niblets are sure to make you 






Ing sy eae y 
The Buttered Niblets. 


ame-like 





COURTESY OF THE BUTTERED NIBLETS 
The Buttered Niblets will perform improv in Arellano Theatre this Friday. 


Buttered Niblets to make 


you laugh all Fri. might 


p. Their shows are a com- 





group has performed at the 
DC Comedy Fest and with the 
Baltimore Improv group, as 
well. 

The ten niblets constantly | 
sacrifice themselves for the 
audience’s sake throughout 
the evening, even if it means 
getting slapped silly or hav- 
ing whipped cream smeared 
over their face. Also, the But- 
tered Niblets constantly get in- 
put from the audience, so that — 


_ the audience never feels like 


just observers. Throughout 


the show, the audience shouts 
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Bellydance 


| 

Do you secretly yearn to 
travel to exotic places? Or 
wish that you lived in the 
Arabian Nights? Or even just 
like bellydancing? If so, be 
sure to check out Carnivale: 
A Celebration of Bellydance 
on Friday, May 5. : 

This bellydancing concert 
is sponsored by the Egyptian 
Sun, a multicultural Middle 
Eastern dance group. This 
will be the Egyptian Sun’s 

| third annual bellydancing 
event. 

The Carnivale will fea- 
ture a bazaar at Silk Road, 
a live band during the per- 
formance and a drum circle 
with fire after the show. 
The event will also feature 
a raffle with prizes ranging 
from gift baskets to dinners 
or gift certificates to popular 
stores. 

For some pre-show fun, 
the group will host a Silk 
| Road Bazaar. The bazaar, 
| opening at 6:30 p.m. will 
feature all kinds of vendors. 
" The vendors will be sell- 
ing bellydancing costumes, 
scarves, veils and. bindis. 
However, there will also be 
other things besides Middle 
Eastern wares such as a mas- 
sage table, jewelry, T-shirts 
and spa materials. 

As for the main event, 
Egyptian Sun will be per- 
forming with Raquay and 
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the Cavemen, a Middle Eastern 
and rock fusion band from New 
York. The Carnivale will feature 
30 dancers’ of all levels as they 
performing both middle east- 
ern music as well as more main- 
stream music. 

The fun doesn’t end with the 
show, The festivities will con- 
tinue with Greek food provided 
by Egyptian Sun. The group will 
also be holding a drum circle, 
where everyone is welcome to 
bring a drum or dance. The en- 
tertainers’ club will be perform- 
ing a fire show during the drum 
circle. Also, the Silk Road Ba- 
zaar will remain open after the 
show. 

Egyptian Sun offers lessons 
for bellydancing to Hopkins’ 
students. For Hopkins’ students, 
the beginner’s lessons are free, 
and the more advanced classes 
are $5 per lesson. The beginners’ 
classes are held on Sundays from 
5-7 in the Mattin Center. 

Tickets for the Carnivale are 
$5-$15 dollars, and can be pur- 
chased on the breezeway or at 
the door. Part of the proceeds 
from the events will be donated 
to the Red Cross. The event will 
take place at Shriver Hall and 
doors will open at 7 p.m. for a 
7:30 p.m. performance. For more 
information contact Egyptian 
Sun at egyptiansunbd@gmail. 
com. 


— Stephanie Yu 


rs shake it up al Carnivale Friday | 











Bellydancing takes on a whole new meaning as the Hopkins’ Bellydancing group, 
Egyptian Sun, performs at the Carnivale this Friday night in Shriver Hall. 
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Concert Events 


Thursday, May 4 


6:30 p.m. The Second Sunrise 
plays at Sonar with Cutlery, 
American Diary, The Apathy Eu- 
log, and The Heartstring Band. 
For more information go to http:// 
www.sonar.us. 


7:30 p.m. Performing at First 
Mariner Arena are the Casting 
Crowns. For more information go 
to http://www.baltimorearena.com. 


8 p.m. Still Remains, Nodes of 
Rainer, If Hope Dies and Demeri- 
cous perform at the Ottobar. For 
more information go to http:// 
www.theottobar.com. 


8:30. p.m. Umphrey’s McGee 
plays with Ohm at the 9:30 Club. 
For more information go to http:// 
www.930.com 


9 pm. The Sex Pistol Experi- 
ence and Freudian Slip rock out 
at Rams Head Live. For more 1n- 
formation go to http://www.rams- 
headlive.com. 


Friday, May 5 


9 p.m. Get ready for a night of 
Rockabilly at the Sidebar Tavern 
with The Garnet Hearts, Jason 
Hicks and The Droptops. For 
more information go to http://side- 
bartavern.com. 


9 pm. Getting wild at Sonar is 
Planet of the Drums with Diesel- 
boy, Dara and AK1200. For more 
information go to http://www.so- 
nar.us. 


9:45 p.m. State Radio performs at 








COURTESY OF HTTP,/WWWWBUEDU 
The Casting Crowns will perform like true royalty at the 1st Mariner Arena. 





the 9:30 club with John Brown’s 
Body and Bedouin Soundclash. 
For more information go to http:// 
www.930.com 


10 p.m. Major Stars play with 
Drums. & Tuba, Vincent Black 
Shadow and Fascist Fascist at the 
Talking Head. For more informa- 
tion go to http://www.talkinghead- 
club.com 


Saturday, May 6 


6 p.m. Say Anything performs 
with The Bled and The Sleeping 
at Fletcher’s. For more informa- 
tion go to http://wwwflecthersbar. 
com. 


8 p.m. Project/Object will perform 
the music of the great Frank Zap- 
pa at Ram’s Head Live. For more 
information go to http://www.rams- 
headlive.com. 


8 p.m. Anthony Hamilton and 
Heather Headley play at DAR 
Constitution Hall. For more in- 
formation go to http:/www.dar. 
org/conthall. 


8 p.m. ToneDeff and Pack FM 
play at Sonar. For more informa- 
tion go to http://www.sonar.us. 


8 p.m. The Mahoney Brothers 
play a Beattle Tribute at Recher 
Theatre. For more information go 
to http://www.rechertheatre.com. 


8:30 p.m. Baltimore experimental 
group Trockeneis plays at the 
Red Room with Corrie Befort, 
Tim Olive and Bonnie Jones. For 
more information go to http://red- 
room.org. 


9 p.m. The Business shows what 
they mean with Roger Miret and 
the Disasters and Brain Failure at 
the Ottobar. For more informa- 


tion go to http://www.theottobar. 
com. 


9:45 p.m. Phoenix flies with La 
Rocca at the 9:30 club. 8:30 p.m. 
For more information go to http:// 
www.930.com 


Sunday, May 7 


3 p.m. Judy Collins plays at the 
Baltimore Symphony. For more 
information go to http://www.bal- 
timoresymphony.org. 


4 p.m. Playing hardcore rock at 
the Charm City Art Space are The 
Spark, Police and the Thieves and 
Inspirit. For more information go 
to http://ccspace.org 


8 p.m. Bambu Station. performs 
at Sonar. For more information 
go to http://www.sonar.us. 


8:45 p.m. Playing hard at the 9:30 
Club are The Concretes with 
New Buffalo. For more informa- 
tion go to http://www.930.com. 


Monday, May 8 


7 p.m. Thursday performs with 
Minus the Bear, mewithoutyou 
and We're All Broken at Sonar. 
For more information go to http:// 
www.sonar.us. 


7:30 p.m. Peabody Jazz Students 
play at An Die Musik Live! For 
more information go to http:// 
www.andiemusiklive.com 


8 p.m. Poison the Well, As Cities 
Burn and Spitfire all perform at 
Recher Theatre. For more infor- 
mation go to http://www.recherthe- 
atre.com. 


Tuesday, May 9 


7 p.m. The Matches light up the 
Ottobar with MC Lars, Whole 
Wheat Bread and Forgive Dur- 
den. For more information go to 
http://www.theottobar.com. 


10 p.m. Pontiak, Reverend Glass- 
eye, and These United States play 
the Talking Head. For more in- 
formation go to http://www.talk- 
ingheadclub.com = * 


Wednesday May 10 


8:45 p.m. Mogwai and Jack Rose ~ r 


play at the 9:30 Club. For more 
information go to http://www.930. 
com. 


9 p.m. Billy Redfield plays with 
One Eyed Stanlet and Hot Spur 
at the Sidebar Tavern. For more 
information go to http://sidebar- 
tavern.com. : 


| Saratog 


10 p.m. Leels, consisting of mem- 
bers of Home and Meringue, play 
at the Talking Head with Errant 
Strike, Noble Lake and Monarch. 
For more information go to http:// 
www.sonar.us. 


10 p.m. The Rocket Summer 
plays with Paramore, Daphne 
Loves Derby and Brandston at the 
Ottobar. For more information go 
to http://www.theottobar.com. 


Thursday, May 11 


7 p.m. The Pedestrians play with 
Four Deadly Questions, Deep 
Sleep and The Johns at Charm 
City Art Space. For more infor- 
mation go to http://ccspace.org 


8 p.m. Rowr! Kittie will be per- 
forming with The Agony Scene, 
On Broken Wings and Byzantine 
at Recher Theatre. For more infor- 
mation go to http://www.recherthe- 
atre.com. 


Free 





Baltimore Farmers’ Market 


Starting off Baltimore's first 
Farmers’ Market of the year is 
live music as well as fresh food, 
flower and art vendors. The 
Farmers’ Market is located at 
the intersection of Holliday and 
Saratoga Street. For more infor- 
mation go to http://www.promo- 
tionandarts.com. 
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NIGHTLIFE 


| Clubs 


Red Emma’s, 800 St. Paul St. 
Sweet Retreat, 3215 N. Charles St. 





9:30 Club, 815 V St., NW, Washington, D.C., (202) 393-0930 
Baja Beach Club, 55 Market PI., (410) 727-0468 

Bohagers, 701S. Eden St., (410) 563-7220 

Black Cat, 1811 14th St. NW, Washington, D.C. (202) 667-7960 
| Brass Monkey, 1601 Eastern Ave., (410) 522-0784 

| Buddies Pub and Jazz Club, 313 N. Charles St., (410) 332-4200 
| Cat’s Eye Pub, 1730 Thames St., (410) 276-9085 

| Club 2314, 2314 Boston St., (410) 276-9556 

| DeGroen’s Grill, 104 Albemarle St., (410) 837-5000 

| Fletcher’s, 701 S. Bond St., (410) 558-1889 

Hal Daddy’s, 4119 E. Lombard St., (410) 342-3239 

Harry’s, 1200 N. Charles St., (410) 685-2828 

Hammerjacks, 316 Guilford Ave., (410) 234-0044 

| Horse You Came In On, 1626 Thames St., (410) 327-8111 
Iguana Cantina, 124 Market Place, (410) 244-0200 

Latin Palace, 509 S. Broadway, (410) 522-6700 

| Lava Lounge, Pier Four, (410) 539-7888 

| Ottobar, 2549 N. Howard St., (410) 662-0069 

| Recher Theatre, 512 York Rd., Towson, (410) 337-7178 
Redwood Trust, 200 E. Redwood St., (410) 669-9500 

| Sonar, 407 E. Saratoga St., (410) 327-8333 

The Talking Head, 203 E. Davis St., (410) 962-5588 

The Vault, 401 W. Baltimore St., (410) 244-6000 

| Waterfront Hotel, 1710 Thames St., (410) 327-4886 

Wyatt’s, 1614 Eastern Ave., (410) 732-8656 


Comedy 


Comedy Factory, 36 Light St., (410) 752-4189 
The Improv, 6 Market PI. at Power Plant Live, (410) 727-8500 . 
Tracy’s Comedy Shop, 9306 Harford Rd., (410) 665-8600 


Coffee 


Borders Bookstore and Music, 415 York Rd., (410) 296-0791 
Café Tattoo, 4825 Belair Rd., (410) 325-7427 

| Carma’s Café, 3120 St. Paul St., (410) 243-5200 

Donna’s, 3101 St. Paul St., (410) 889-3410 

Fell’s Point Café, 723 S. Broadway, (410) 327-8800 

Funk’s Democratic Coffee, 1818 Eastern Ave., (410) 276-3865 
HopStop, Levering Hall, JHU, (410) 516-6219 

Images Café, 3120 St. Paul St. (410) 235-3054 

Margaret's Café, 909 Fell St., (410) 276-5606 

One World Café, 100 W. University Parkway, (410) 235-5777 


Xandos, 3003 N. Charles St., (410) 889-7076 
Ze Mean Bean Café, 1739 Fleet St., (410) 675-5999 


Movie Theatres 


AMC Towson Commons 8, 435 York Rd., (410) 825-5233 
Charles Theatre, 1711 N. Charles St., (410) 727-FILM 
Rotunda Cinematheque, 711 W. 40th St., (410) 235-4800 
Senator Theatre, 5904 York Rd., (410) 435-8338 __ 








8 p.m. Film School performs 
with Margot and the Nuclear So 
and So’s at Fletcher’s. For more 
information go to http://www. 


fletchersbar.com. 


8:45 p.m. The Disco Biscuits get 
down at the 9:30 Club. For more 
information go to http://www.930. 
com 


— Compiled by Alena Geffner 


Come enjoy fresh fruits and vegetables as well as flowers, jewelry and other such wares at the Baltimore Farmers’ Market. s 


$10 
Greenmount Cemetery 5 


Many famous Marylanders, 


such as Johns Hopkins and John — 
Wilkes Booth, are buried here 
"at the Greenmount Cemetery. A 


complete tour of the cemetery 
is provided on Saturday, May 6. 
Tickets are $10. For more infor- 
mation or reservations call (410) _ 


256-2180. 















Got an Event? 


Send details about future 
events, including date, time, 
location and a brief sum- 
mary of the event to events@ 
jhunewsletter.com. E-mail event — 
information the Monday 
fore publication. 
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SHIV GANDHI/NEWS-LETTER 
Back row (I to r): Joseph Ho, Joshua Robinson, William Parschalk, Xiao-bo Yuan, Liza Wehrly, Sal Gentile, Matt Hansen, Sarah Ri- 
vard, Brendan Schreiber. Front row (I to r): Ben Kallman, Amy Sheeran, Melissa Artnak, Patrick Kennedy, Sammy Rose Saltzman, 
Nina Keyvan, Sam Engel, Zach Goodman, Stephanie Yu and Mark Mehlinger. (Not pictured: Jason Farber, Shiv Gandhi) 


THE JoHNS Hopkins NEws-LETTER 


IK YOU __ 


May 4, 2006 





The News-Letter would like to offer our most sincere 
thanks to the following people for their unending 
assistance during the past year: 


Bill Smedick, Bill Smedick, Bill Smedick, Mike Sullivan, Anne Pliska, Mamie Howard, 
Fred, Jim, Tom and the WHOLE gang from the JCard office, Susan Boswell, Paula Burger, 
Brenda Armour, Elizabeth Goral Makowski, Barb Helmuth, Lawrence Aronhime, Leslie 
Kendrick, Jen Gordon, Adam Falk, Dorothy Sheppard, Mary Ellen Porter, Jerry Schnyd- 
man, William Conley, Edmund Skrodzki, Carrie Bennett, Dennis Rosemary, Steven Os- 
smus, D. Lynn O'Neil, Dennis O'Shea, Glenn Small, Ernie LaRossa, Matthew Crenson, 
Kevin Berrier, Kym Mozelack, the whole pre-press gang at Carroll County Times, Crystal 
Hooper, Ernie LaRossa, Captain Kibler, Officer Hallet Davenport, Nestor Torres, Graham 
Bouton, Zach Scott, Jim Miller, Julie Wittelsberger, Karen from the software licensing of- 


fice, our dedicated business staff, David Ashwood and every one of the hundreds of quietly 


amazing people from Plant Ops who deserve much more credit than they're given here, 
Mrs. Brody for allowing us into her home to see where the magic happens, Dean Burger 
and her husband for inviting us into their home and for stocking the fridge with Heineken, 
Coach Petro for finally giving us an interview, the lovely ladies of the Hampden Post 
Office, Crestmont Lofts for their continued support, Colleen Steg from Domino's, Jerry 
and the gang at PJs, Mike Donnelly from Rocky Run, the guys at Subway for giving us 
a bucket of Mayo, Rocky Run for their amazing cheesecake shooters, Chris Matthews for 
showing us how crazy people on TV are, XandOs for the late night coffee runs, Melissa 
and Liza for their baked goods, Nina for all the candy, the mouse that ruined our first issue 
(may you burn in hell!), Maany and Eric for answering our phone calls, Liza and Sam for 
not quitting, the guys at the Apple genius bar in Towson who helped us decide we needed 
new computers, Jay and Will for letting us use their photos when we couldn't take our 
own, Teach for America for employing Brendan, Zach for letting the editors all party at 
Crestmont Lofts, the BMA for not towing us when we park in your parking lot every week, 
Nattavadee and Atin for the e-mail that we definitely kept in our inbox, BOE for not exist- 
ing anymore and, of course, our amazing staff for helping us get through the year. 


— With thanks, 
Brendan and Sarah 


Departing Seniors ... oh how well miss you 





Jason “the body” Farber Sarah “arrow nazi” Rivard 





(ongratulations 
to the 2006-2007 
Editorial Board 





Epirors-IN-CHIEF William Parschalk, Xiao-bo Yuan 





Sal Gentile, Sammy Rose Saltzman 
Shiv Gandhi 
Dylan Diggs 


MANAGING EDITORS 





PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 





Copy EDITOR 











SpectaL Eprrions/Focus Eprrors James Freedman, Lauren Strelec 








News Eprrors Ravi Gupta, Christine Higgins 








OPINIONS EDITOR Joshua Robinson 





FEATURES EDITORS Samantha Engel, Joseph Ho 








Sports EpIToRS Zach Goodman, Matt Murray 


Arts EDITORS Alex Begley, Alex Traum 


Nina Keyvan 


Emmmmpotimcnls PS 5 ur ene Getiner: Mihisten 


ELECTRONICS EpITIONs EDITOR Raja Vallarapu 
Matt Hansen 


SCIENCE EDITOR 


GRAPHICS EDITOR 








Zach “the mack’ Scott 


Brendan “sexy kitten” Schreiber 


lo our fearless leaders, 
thanks for one insane year 








wt 





To the business staff... 


Thank you so much for all your help this year. 
There is no way the News-Letter would be where 
it is now without your hard work: 


Charlie Arestia @ Isabelle Corbett : Zane Hanis n 
Vanessa Simmons Sara Ginsberg ¢ Ben Kallm 
John Lichtefeld « Mark Mehlinger « Julia Th 


James Miervaldi 
SOY ee award 
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